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2 
extraordinary Events, farprizing 


deliverances, and ſuch, a variety of acci- 


dents, that there cannot remain a doubt 
of the reader” 8 being moſt agreeably x7 


amuſed and entertained by i its W — 


14411 


(which 3 is too en eſtabliſhed to ſulpect 


him guilty of the leaſt fallacy) ſecures 


the Work fromevery imputation of being 
fabulous; and the narrative itſelf is re- 
cited i in -16' ſimple and eaſy a ſtile, that 
the meaneſt capacity will find no diffl- 5 
eulty in comprehending every part of it. 


Each page affords abufidance of entertain- 
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ment, and no ſmall 6878 of . 


and the farther the reader proceeds, the 


more will be the aſtoniſhment at the 


- ſingular occurrences that are met with. 
But theſe are not the only advantages to 
be derived by t the 1 of 12851 Mum: 4 
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Aken the ftory js Full of inftru8ion ö 
and morality : and whoever reads i it with | 


se 5 2 


| any tolerable degree. of attention, will 
not only pleaſe the Fancy, but at the lame 
. time conſiderably i improve the mind. 8 
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Here 18 a new 5 explored, and en- 0 
5 trely laid open to the view-; various 
2 nations: and” tribes of the different Indian 
inhabitants moſt minutely deſcribed, with | 
their peculiar manners and cuſtoms, laws. 


and ceremonies : — ſuch deſcriptions as 


N 
are entirely new to us, and what we 


neve# 
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never thould have btainech the fmallef 
account of, had the Spaniards prevented 
Mr. Cockburn from finiſhing his travels. 
Providence brought him ſafely through 
all the imminent dangers he was expoſed 


to, with a deſign, no doubt, that, by his 
information, we might, as a nation, reap 
ſuch advantages as are to be obtainelt* | 
from the knowledge of thoſe hitherto 


unknown countries, in 2 commercial | 


view. 
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national advantage. The Spaniards are 


Pod 2 8 
— 
Ja SO LE 
9 tia... Md 
rr 


more jealous of their Indies than their 
native country, — and with reaſon; - for 
from thence only it is that they ſupport 
their grandeur 1 in Europe. We need not 
therefore wonder at their keeping ſo jea- 
lous an eye on every ſtranger who pre- 
| | a 


p 8. 

© . 

ſiumes only ta ſet foot on thoſe remote 

| regions. But it is hoped that Britons. . 

| will not always be blind to their intereſts, 
Let therefore the examples of our brave 

| anceſtors (the Kaleighs, Drakes, Haws- 

|  Kkinses; Forbiſhers, &c.) animate us to 

3 heroic and honourable enterprizes, that 

13 ſhall make our. enemies behold us. with. 

awe and admiration, and fill every Britiſn 
heart with warmth and comfort! 
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Or the 18th of January, in the year 1730, we em- 


U barked on board the John and Anne, Edward Burt 
maſter, bound from London to Jamaica and elſewhere. 


In about 49 days after our departure from London, we 
arrived at Blueftields, in Jamaica, where we wooded and 
watered our ſhip and, on the 19th of March following, 
ſet ſail from thence to the ſouthward. March 23, being 


in the latitude of 16 north, and near an ifland, called 


Swan-Ifland, about four o*clock in the afternoon, we 
diſcovered two ſloops making fail after us. The next 


morning one of them, called T he Two Brothers, came up 
with us. The veſſel was Rhode-Iſland built, with eigu- 


teen guns, and about ninety men, moſtly Spaniards, and 


commanded by Captain Johnſon the Pirate, an Engliſh- ' 


man, and Pedro Polias, a Spaniard. We had not above 
twenty-five men on board of us, and only eight carriage 


and ten {ſwivel guns, beſides ſome ſmall arms. At firſt 
they ſhewed us no colours; but at length hoiſted a Spa- 
niſh flag, and fired at us. As we had all along been ap- 
prehenſive they were going to attack us, ſo we had cleared 
our rw and put ourſelves in a condition to make the 


Fg 


beſt defence we could, and therefore returned the aſſault, 


by giving them a broadſide, and ſeveral vollies of ſmall 


ſhot: whereupon we came to an engagement, fighting 
board and board year the ſpace of five hours, till being 
boarded on the ſtarboard quarter, we were obliged ro quit 
the deck, and fly to clofe quarters; \but; az moſt of our 
men were already wounded, we were not able to make 
long reſiſtance in this poſture; although we were reſolved 
to keep the enemy off een as poſſible, and not yield 
while we were able to hold a weapon in our hands: and 
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| _ thus we defended ourſelves for ſome time. At laſt our 
captain, ſeeing us much overpowered, and that it was in 
vain for men in our condition to attempt any thing farther, 
thought it moſt expedient to call for quarter ; which, they 
ſaid, they were willing to give, if we would ſtrike. Upon 
this we laid down our arms, and they immediately board- 
ed ns; which they had no ſooner done, than, with ſword 
in hand, they laid about them on all fides, cutting and 
flaſhing us in a moſt barbarous manner; and not ſatisfied 
with that, ſwore bitterly they would hang every foul of 
us. We were then {tripped ſtark naked ; and two of them 


running up to the main-yard, brought down the ſtudding- 
| - _. : Tai-tacks for that purpoſe. 1 Then they commanded us 
Ap to the quarter-deck, and ordered two negroe-men to 
N hang us by two and two at a time. . 
Now the firſt man they defigned to ſacrifice to their 
cruelty, was Mr. Ball, who ſeemed very uneaſy at his 
approaching fate; and could not help intimating, that he 
thought our preſent calamities were, in a great meaſure, 
owing to Captain Burt, by his having been too ready to 
deliver up the ſhip; For,“ ſays he, had we con- 
& tinued the engagement but a fe minutes longer (which 
e we might have done, and was what I fo much deſired) 
* we in all probability, ſhould never have come to this 
« end.” He ſpoke in this manner, as we underſtood, 
after we were taken, that had we done as he ſaid, the Spa- 
niards muſt have yielded to us, they having no more than 
Eight ſhot left. 5 
But this was no time for diſputes; for we were now 
(according to all human probability) about to reſign our 
laſt breath, and thought of nothing but experiencing the 
rigorous ſentence pronounced againſt us. Juſt as we were 
going to be executed, Captain Johnſon, and one Ech- 
1in, another Engliſhman, that bore a great ſway over their 
companions, flrenuouſly and at once interpoſed. When 
theſe came to our relief, they found Ball with a halter 
about his neck, ready to be hoiſted up to the yard-arm, 
and the reſt dirounded by ſeveral men, who were to ſee 
us ſerved in the ſame manner. To theſe they ruſhed up, 
and in a violent rage demanded what they intended to do 
with us; faying withal, They thought we had been 
uſed cruelly enough ; and that, rather than they would 


ſuffer any tarther violence to be done us, they Rowe 
NAP oſe 
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loſe every drop of blood in their bodies. The others 


ſeeing how reſolutely bent they were to fave us, and know- 


ing them to be men of deſperate diſpoſitions, and hat- 
ever they took in hand they would perform to the utmoſt 


of their power, thought fit to deſiſt from their enterprize, 
leſt they ſhould raiſe ſuch a diſturbance a3 might not be 
ealily appeaſed; and thus were we fuddenly, and in a 
manner miraculouſly delivered from death, when all hope 
or expectation of life had vaniſhed. 


But ſoon after this they came to a ſerious debate among 


_ themſelves, how to diſpoſe of us without taking away our 


lives, concluding it not to be ſafe to let ſo many men re- 


main among them, who poſſibly, upon ſome turn of for- 


tune, might be revenged. They therefore reſolved, that 
the beſt way to get rid of us, would be to maroon us; 
that is, ſet us aſhore on ſome deſolate country, and there 


let us ſhift as we could. 


Here it may not be improper to give ſome account of a 


or unhappy Lady, whoſe ill chance it was to accompany 


Po 
F bs huſband in this unfortunate voyage. She was the 
wife of our merchant, Mr, Groves, who, and the ſurgeon 


of the ſhip, were the only perſons belonging to us that 
immediately loſt their lives in the engagement. This 


Lady was young, handſome, and of a very courteous 


and affable carriage, and being big with child, all the 
ſhip's company were under a more than ordinary concern 


on her account. She had been in the hold all the time 


of our engagement, and as yet knew nothing of her huſ- 
band's death, or our common diſaſter : but, as there was 
a neceſſity for her being let into her preſent condition, and 


our time and circumſtances not admitting of ceremony, 


J acquainted her-of Mr. Grove's death, the taking of 
the ſhip, and the ill uſage we had all received. Upon this, 
ſhe. immediately dropped down into a {woon, and was a 
long time ere ſhe recovered her ſenſes ; which ſhe had no 


ſooner done, but ſeveral Spaniards came down with cut- 


laſſes in their hands, and drove her up before them upon 
deck, and then, in a moſt brutal manner fell to tearing 
the clothes off her back, even-till they had ſtripped her in 


a manner naked, and in that condition carried her into 
their ſloop, where Pedro Polias their captain received 
her, and immediately carried her into the great cabin, and 


there with horrible oaths and curſes, inſolently aſſaulted 


B 2 her 


„„ ST. THE UNFORTUNATE 
ber chaſtity, The grief that already ſeized her, who but 
ſome few hours before believed herſelf in a happy and 
Hk fouriſhing condition, together with this inſult on her pre- 
> Tent deplorable ſtate, drove her beyond all patience; and 
her loud exclamations brought Johnſon into the cabin. 
Hie ſeing her in ſuch agonies and nakednefs, it wrought 
15 on his rough diſpofition; inſomuch, that he ran ſtamping 
1 about with a piſtol in his hand, ſwearing, if any one ſhould | 
» dare to treat her in ſuch an inhuman manner, or ever at- 
i tempt the leaſt violence upon her, he would ſhoot him 
| through the head. Then he commanded every one in 
| the veſſel to reſtore what they had taken from her; 
which they inſtantly did, not only what they had violently 
- torn off her body, but all the wearing apparel ſhe had on 
* board; after which, he endeavoured to give her all the 
I conſolation in his power, promiſing to protect her as long 
| as ſhe continued with him : but how long that was I know 
not; and where they carried her, or how they diſpoſed of 
her afterwards, I never heard. 5 | e 
Johnſon is reckoned a man of great courage and bravery, 
and for theſe qualifications is famous in many parts of 
. where he is known by the name of Henrique the 
noliſhman, though he was born in the north of Ireland. 
Alfbough he has but one hand, he fires a piece very dex- 
terouſly, laying the barrel upon his ſtump, and drawing 
the trigger with his right hand. In moſt of our Ameri:an 
plantations rewards are offered for taking him; but I ara 
apt to think that will never be whilſt he is alive; for J re- 
member he ſaid, ſoon after he boarded us (ſpeaking of the 
great ſtraits they were driven to for want of ammunition) 
that had we held out five minutes longer, he would have 
ſhot himſelf through the head, being reſolved that no man 
ſhould ever take him alive. It ſeems he always carries 
two piſtols about him ready . in caſe of ſurpriſal. 
But, to return to our particular affairs, after we were 
releaſed from death in the manner before related, Johnſon 
ſent orders for me and two more of my ſhipmates to go 
| on board their floop, to mend their ſails, and knot their 
' rigging; however, we were not ſuffered to continue long 
in that employment, for the next day came three men with 
a piragua, who (when they had taken us out of the floop) 
rowed to our ſhip, and took in ten more of our company; 
whoſe names were Richard Baniſter, Thomas 8 
| a | # wh 
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Allen, Thomas Whitehead, William Dennis, ſohn Mingo, #1 
and Lawrence Lomber. Their orders were to carry us 


to a little deſolate iſland at ſome. diſtance off; where, pnt- 


ting us on ſhore, they left us. After we had been upon 
this ifland two hours, where we could perceive no poſſi- 


bility of ſubſi ſtence, all of us imagining we muſt inevita- 
bly periſh there, and inwardly lamenting our hard fate, 


though we forbore to diſcourage one another by fruitleſs - 


moans, on a ſudden (to our very great ſurprize) we ſaw 


the boat making towards us which had brought us hi- 


ther; the ſight of which raiſed different conjectures in 
our minds; we all imagined they had either relented, 
and were ſending to fetch us back to the ſhip, or elſe 


that they had reſolved to diſpatch us immediately on the 


ſpot: but upon their approach we found ourſelves both 


ways miſtaken, for, preſenting a naked man to us, whom 
they had brought under a ſtrong guard, they told us their 
buſineſs was only to add one more to our number, and 


then throwing us ſome ſmall pieces of beef and a few 


g biſcuits, in a diſdainful manner (which they ſaid were 


more than we deſerved) they put off again. 33 

The perſon whom they brought to us, proved to be the 
gunner of their own ſloop, and who (after they had hoar- 
ded us) was one of the moſt hotly bent againſt us. This 
put us into a freſh conſternation. I aſked him if he could 
ſpeak Engliſh? He anſwered No; but could talk Spaniſh 
and Italian very well, being a Neapolitan by birth. Then 
he proceeded to inform us, that upon a grand quarrel 
between his two commanders and himſelf, about tharing 
their plunder (although he was a very daring fellow, and 
very uſeful to them) they had both determined to maroon 
him in theſame manner. they had done us, He then fell to 
exclaiming grievouſly againſt their ingratitude for his 


paſt ſervices, and uttered a thouſand bitter curſes on him- 


ſelf if he did not ſpeedily find out the means to be revenged; 


which ſeemed to us only idle talk and vain threats, there 
being no proſpect we ſhould ever be ablets6 reach the con- 


. tinent, though but at alittle diſtance ; and without which 
there was no hope. He ſaid that he was much better 
* acquainted with the iſland thin we; and aſked, if there 
were any among us that could ſwim well? TI told him 1 
could, and was ready to attempt any thing practicable 


8 _ 


John Holland, Thomas Robinſon, John Balmain, John 


4 — —— . — 
—  —— ——ä—ä—ñ — 
” 
” 


— 
; * 


—ͤ—ü—ñ—— —— —äͤ 


| 
2 
| 
| 
| 
1 
2 


4% THE UNFORTUNATE 
for all our preſervation. But, as to the others, they, were 


moſt of them wounded, and all incapacitated for deſper- 


ate undertakings, nor thought of any thing but that they . 
ſhould die there, Then he and I agreed to go to the 
northern part of the iſland, and after a walk of about fix _ 
hours, we came to a point of land which ran pretty far 
into the ſea ; the water between this place and the con- 
tinent is very full of alligators, and about a Spaniſh mile 
over. He ſaid, If it was poſſible for us to ſwim to the 


main land, he knew ſeveral gentlemen of fortune there 
(meaning pirates, who commonly make that place their 
general rendezvous) and that it was molt likely we might 


get a eanoe of them, to tranſport the reſt of my ſhipmates 


over. We were not long before we came to a reſolu- 


tion; and ſo taking each other by the hand, we leaped 
into the water, and ſwam away ſtoutly. We had not gone 


far, before I very narrowly eſcaped having my leg bit off 
by an alligator; but, by aſſiſtance of Divine Providence, 


we got ſafe on the other ſhore, Being thus landed at a 
lace called Porto Cavello, in latitude about 16 degrees 


- - North, he laid me about three miles through a large wood, 
till we came to a great lagoon ; that is, a flow of water 


—— 


from the ſea, paſſing between the mountains. As we 


waded upon this lagoon, we ſaw two men newly murder- 


ed, lying on the ſhore, whom by their faces and garb J 


| knew to be Engliſhmen, This tragical jpectacle threw. 


me into a greater ſurpriſe and horror than ever I had yet - 


been in; but he perceiving the conſternation I was in, 


bade me not to fear, and ſwore by all that is ſacred, no 


man ſhould hurt me ; ſaying, that thoſe my countrymen 


were only hid: — which is a term made uſe of among 
pirates on the like occaſion, 19s 5.4 


lere we paſſed by great numbers of mangroves; 


which are bodies of trees with their branches, but with- 


out leaves. There are oyſters in abundance ſticking upon 
them, as well taſted as any we have in England; they 


ſeem to grow in cluſters on the branches; the reaſon is, 


the ſea ſometimes flows almoſt as high as the tops of theſe 
trees, and leaves the ſpawn of that fiſh behind it. We 
found ſeveral long boats ſunk in this place; and on the 
ſhore, at a diſtance, we ſaw a large tent, and a great many 


; men, with guns planted- thick round them. When we 


came within hearing, my friend, as I may now ſtile him, 


called 


ol —— 
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called out to them not to ſhoot at us, telling his name; 
which I perceived was well known to them. Upon their 
_. Promiſe of not firing, we marched up, arm in arm, naked 
as we were. They enquired how he came there in that 
manner, and what dog he had brought with him? Upon 
anſwering I was an Engliſhman lately taken with our ſhip 
and crew by Henricus Johnſon and Pedro Polias, and 
that they had marooned me with twelve more, which we 
had juſt left on the ifland ; and adding an count of their 
ill uſage of himſelf, they immediately fell to curſing, ſwear- 
ing, and demeaning themſelves in all reſpects (as E 
thought) like ſo many furies of hell, offeringto ſhoot me. 
Wich that, turning ſwiftly about, he ſnatched a pair 

of piſtols from a negroe who ſtood mar him, and them 

ſwore as vehemently as they, that the firſt man that offer- 
ed the leaſt injury to me, he would that moment ſhoot: 
through the head, and continued his rant till he had bul- 
lied them into a ſeeming good temper ; ſaying, I was one 
of thoſe who had behaved bravely in defending our ſhip: 
five hours againſt them, and great odds ; and that he was 
reſolutely bent not to fee me die like a ſcoundrel, while 
he looked tamely on. After this he called for rum, and 
drank it very plentifully, and then threw himſelf on his 
face, and fell fait a ſleep ; but, however, had the precaution 
to keep his new acquired arms under him, that he might 

be prepared in caſe of an aſſault. Whilſt he ſlept, which 

was about half an hour, I fat on the trunk of a tree, at a 
little diſtance, dreading what this deviliſh crew (who 

were compoſed of almoſt every nation) might deter- 
mine to do with me; but nothing being attempted, I had 
leiſure to obſerve abundance of goods of all forts lying in 
confujed heaps on the ground, with. broken maſts, tat- 
tered fails, and all forts of tackling, with many other ap- 
parent figns of great rapine and violence. | 
No ſooner did my friend the gunnefawake, but he be- 
gan to ſwear that ſome of them ſhould take a canoe, . 
and go with him to fetch over the reſt of the company 
from the iſland. At firſt, they proteſted, with oaths, 
that if any of the people he mentioned-ſhould dare to ſet 
foot wherethey were, it ſhould coſt them their lives. 

After debating the matter a while, they began to alter 

their minds, and at laſt agreed that ſome of them ſhould 
go with him. But my mis fortune was to be left behind 
„„ Va 1 | wit 
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1 with the reſt of the ſociety till their return, who, as ſoon 
| as my friend was gone, ordered me to fit dowh at a diſ- - 
| tance, and threatened, if I ſtirred hand or foot, I. was 
4 a dead man. This was indeed as great a puniſhment as 
$ could well have been inflicted; becauſe, under ſuch a 
| _ reſtraint, I was nowiſe able to keep off the vermin, ſuch 
| as muſkitoes, and great yellow ants, as large as oùr 
bees; which ſtung to that degree, as ſoon made me all 
| of a gore of blood; but this was what my tormentors 
| : (for ſo I think I may call them) were not ſo much ex- 
1 poſed to, being clothed, and having other conveniences 
| to keep off ſuch filth, After ſome time they ordered me 
ts go in a canoe, with two of their own people, up the 
- lagoon, to fetch water out of a large piragua that mount- 
ed 10 pedteroes, and would ſometimes carry 40 men; 
| with which I ſuppoſed they might take ſhips. Ita lay at 
anchor concealed amongſt mangroves, that grew ſo 
| thick about it, that it was impoſſible for ſtrangers to 
i have found it out. After we returned with our lading, 
| J took my ſtation as before, not daring to ſtir without a 
wh command ſo to do; and I believe, had the braveſt 
man living been in my circumſtances, he would have 
yielded as implicitly to what had been impoſed on him. 
Before this recruit of water, I ſuppoſe it was very 
ſcarce with them; for on my offering to drink out of a 
calabaſh, a negro did actually ſhoot at me. Another 
negroe there was who could ſpeak Engliſh, and ſaid, he 
was born at Jamaica, and therefore challenged me as his 
countryman. This man adviſed me, as a friend, to go 
and hide myſelf in the woods, ſaying, they would all get 
drunk, and knock me on the head; and that he, having 
been taken by them three years before, was often forced 
to do ſo but I thought it more adviſeable to run the 
hazard of dying by their hands, than, by endeavouring 
to prolong a miſerable life, periſh in the woods, or be 
torn in pieces by wild beaſts, - | | 
About two o*clock the next morning arrived all our 
men who had been left at Tyger-iſland, ſo called from 
the great number of thoſe creatures in the woods there. 
From the time I left them, they deſpaired of ever ſeeing _ 
me, or the face of mankind any more; nor were we a 
little rejoiced at this meeting, forlorn as we were, not 
a man of us having a rag to cover him, but Mr. 8 
| | whole 
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whoſe ſhirt was ſo bloody, by reaſon of his many wounds, 
that it could got be got off; and it is remarkable, that 
moſt of his wounds had been given him by the very man 
whom Providence had ordained to be the means of our 
deliverance. | 

But, pleaſed as we were at the fight of each other, 
there was one thing which troubled us exceedingly ; our 
protector was miſſing, and without his aid, it ſeemed 
impoſſible to wade through the many difficulties which * 
we knew mult occur to us. It ſeems, after be had been 
with the canoe, and taken our people off the iſland, he 
made the men row bim about in ſearch of the veſſel trom 
whence he had been diſcarded ; and happening to meet 
with her, he prevailed with the two captains to receive 
him again; and then ordered the men to return to the 
place where they left me, deſiring them to direct us to 
any part of the country we ſhould chooſe to go to: and 
this was the laſt kind office we received from this gene- 
rous man. Here I could not help reflecting on the won- 
derful converſion wrought. in the heart of this perſon, 
who, thongh but a moment. before our mortal enemy, 
and going to be our executioner, was now ſolicitous and 
- du officious to preſerve us! However harth 
or morole he before appeared to us, we now deemed him 
a man of ſingular good nature and humanity, - _ 

About noon that day, we dreſſed the four pieces of 
beef before ſpoken of, which our people brought along 
with them, and thereof made an equal divifion ; the peo- 
ple we were amongſt not having compaſhon to give us 
any thing to eat,, or aught to comfort us, though they 
wallowed in plenty. Indeed, the next gay they granted 
us liberty to depart, in order, as they ſaid, to get a veſ- 
ſel bound for the Havanna; which wonderfully revived 
our drovping ſpirits; but we found afterwards, by fad 
experience, it was mere deluſion all; for no ſuch veſſel 
could we find. They appointed two Indians to be our 
guides to a town called Candiliero, who led us over ſe- 
veral high and craggy mountains, extremely difficult to 
aſcend, and very hard for wounded men to encounter. 
Tbis was the firit ſetting out of a journey, as we com- 

puted, of two thouſand three hundred miles, which we 
were to travel bare-footed, through an unknown track 
of land (at leaſt to us); which took us up-ten months ; 
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ſhipping here, nor could he ſupport fuch a company as 
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and 1 may ſay ſometimes proved inſupportable > for we 


were all the while expoſed to many dangers, and un- 
derwent as many hardſhips as was poſſible for human 
nature to ſuſtain. I ſhall now proceed to give as faithful 
an account of every particular as may be, without aug- 


mentation. 15 


In the firſt day's journey to Candiliero, as we were 
going through ſome large woods, we ſaw great numbers 
of baboons, which made an unuſual noiſe, and had faces 
like old men, with beards of a ſandy colour; but their 
Poſteriors were as red as a cherry. In the evening of 


the ſame day we came to a clear ſpot of ground, ſomething 


like one of our fields: here our guides told us we muſt 


"reſt that night; but we were diſappointed, the place 
being ſo infeſted with variety of vermine, it was im 


poſſible to have a moment's ſleep, or ſo much as fit down 


the whole night, though we had a fire, in order to pre- 


vent annoyances. _ | 555 | 
Soon as the day broke, we began to aſcend a high 


mountain, from whence we ſaw a great gulph, called 
' Gulph Dulce, in the North Sea. Here we met with an 
Indian man and boy, which they called lookouts ; their 


buſineſs being toſpy the motions of other Indians, whom 


their own people are at war with. Shortly after, we met 


with another Indian and boy running very ſwiftly : theſe 
belonged to Henricus Johnſon and Pedro Polias, who 
keep them to run on errands to the Spaniſh governors, 
with whom they held intelligence. They told us, they 
bad been with a preſent to the governor of Comaygua, 
and were returning to their maſters. This evening we 
came to Candiliero, where the inhabitants (being In- 
dians) flocked about us, as in amazement, and brought 
us before their king, who was fitting on a carpet ſpread 


or the ground, in great ſtate, after this manner ;—He _ 
was ſurrounded by his guards, holding ſpears in their 


hands, a great many. He demanded of us, with great 
civility and affable behaviour (in broken Spaniſh) from 


- whence we came, and where we were going. To the 


firſt T anſwered; but to the laſt part of the queſtion ſaid, 


1 could not tell, but that we were in hopes to have found 


a ſhip here bound for Havanna. Upon which he gave us 
to underſtand, that there was no proſpect of meeting any 


we; 


* 1 6 ö : 


and for our preſent refreſhment, commanded that two 
roaſted plantains ſhould be given each of us, with ſkins. 
to reſt on that night: which we thankfully received. 
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we; but that he would order a perſon in the morning to 


put us on our way to a town called St. Peter's Solio; 


Theſe Indians only cover their private parts, the king 


himſelf having nothing on but a pair of drawers; but 


when they go to reſt they have a covering made of cotton, 


which they ſometimes wrap themſelves jn, lying on a 


hide ſpread on the ground before a fire. They riſe of- 
ten in the night. to {ſmoke and eat; for they are not able 
to reſt long becauſe of the vermine, which are intolerable, 
though they uſe all means poſſible to keep them off, by 


{ſuffering nothing to grow near their houſes: which are 


made of cane covered with leaves. 
This town of Candiliero is pleaſantly fituated, being 
ſurrounded with fine cocoa-nut and plantain-trees, that 


are beautiful to the eye; the fruit of which are what the 
inhabitants chiefly live on. Plantains are always ſeen on 


level giound, growing in thickets, or rather groves ; but 


are commonly called by the natives Plaintain Walks; their 


bodies are of a clear green, aud ſmooth as glaſs, being 
very ſtrait, and about twenty feet high. The fruit grows: 


at the top, and is covered with great leaves, eight or 


ten feet long, and four feet broad; and are alſo very 
uſeful to the Indians. The trunk is about three feet 


in circumference ; but ſo tender, that a man may cut it 
down with one ſtroke of a knife: and this is the way 


commonly made ule of by the Indians when they want 
the fruit, they having no other way to come at it: and 
after a tree is cut down in this manner, another will riſe 


from the ſame root, and in a twelvemonth's time come 
to full perfection, bearing fruit as the former. | 


Early in the morning, according to the king's inſtruc- 
tion, we ſet out from Candili:ro, with our new guide, 


the others having left us as 10on as we firſt entered that 
town, But, however, to make themſelves ſome imall 
amends, for their trouble, they thought fit to ſtrip Mr. 
Rounee of his bloody {hirt at: parting. The ſame even- 
ing we came to St. Peter's, a Spaniſh town, and were 


carried before the deputy-governor, who, after aſking us 
fome queſtions, ſaid, he ſhould be obliged to commit us 
to priſon till he could ſend to the governor of Comayagua, 
= >; B 6 to 
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to know what he ſhoutd do with us. The only favour 


we intreated of him was, that he would give us ſomething 
to eat. Upon which he ſaid, he would ſuffer one of us 
to go about the town to collect charity for the reſt. This 


office I was obliged to take upon me, becauſe there was 


none of our company beſides that could ſpeak a word of 
Spaniſh The firſt expedition I made this way I got 
ſome plantains, and the head of a buffalo, with which I 


haſted to my fellow-ſufferers, whom I found in priſon, 
lying on the ground among ſtrange ſorts of vermine, and 
making bitter complaints of their wounds, Thomas 
Whitehead died the next day. | x 5 

It happened, that a negro-man coming to diſcourſe 
with us here, out of curiofity, was greatly moved with 
our ſufferings, and acquainted us that the governor of 
Comayagna, who was to determine our fate, was a cruel 
man to the Engliſh, and that he would certainly condemn 


us all to the mines, as he conſtantly ſerved thoſe of ,our 


nation, who were ſo unhappy as to fall into his hands. 
This information terrified us to that degree, that Tho- 
mas Rounce, Baniſter, and myſelf, reſolved if poſſible, 


to make our eſcape out of priſon, and try if we could 


get to ſome part of the South Seas. We were much 
troubled, however, to think of leaving our countrymen 
behind; but hoping the governor would not deal fo hardly 
by them, who were all diſabled men; and conſidering, 
that if he did, our being partakers with them would be 
no manner of ſervice, we put our project into execution, 
unknown to them, and ſtole out of the town about ten 
o*clock at.night, So far the law of ſelf-prefervation will 
prevail. 55 23 8 25 
By direction of the negroe, we took a path which led 
us through mountains that were all on fire; that is, there 
was nothing growing on them but what was of one con- 
tinual blaze, which made a dreadful roaring. We tra- 
velled thus eight leagues, almoſt ſcorched to death, and 
ſeemingly as if we wandered through the fiery regions of 
hell. This fire was occaſioned, as we ſuppoſed, by de- 
ſign, to clear the road of vermine, and beaſts of prey. 
The next day after this terrible journey, we came to a 
large ſavanna, or plain, where we ſaw great numbers of 


ved cattle. Towards evening we came to a run of 


water, near the fide of an high mountain, of which. we, 
| | | : drank 
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- drank plentifully ; but could find nothing to allay our 
hunger. Here we took up our night's lodging; but 


having no conveniency to make a fire, we were in dan- 
ger of being torn in pieces by wild beaſts, which. made a 
continual roaring in our ears all the night. Mr. Rounce 


continuing very bad of his wounds, ſaid he could get no 


farther ; however, the next day we made ſhift to reach 
an Indian range or whigwam, where we found two In- 
dian women. On pleading our neceſlities, they gave us 
three plantains, and ſome jerked: beef, as they call it, 
that is dried by the ſun, they having no ſalt to cure it. 
With theſe good women we ſtaid till night; and then 
came an Indian man, of whom we enquired the way to 
ſome town. He, by counting his fingers, and pointing 


to the moon, made us underſtand, it was two months 
journey to Wattemall, or Guatimala; but there was a 


town, he ſaid, called Santa Cruz, which we might reach 
in five days. N ö 


The next morning we ſet out; and after travelli 


moſt of the day through a wood, we came to a great ſa- 


vanna, full of imall paths crofling each other every way; 


and not knowing which to take, we wandered about till 
night, and then laid us down under a tree, truſting to 
God to be our Protector. ET | 
In the morning, we determined to go northwards of 
this place, and ſaw great numbers of wild horſes, cows, - 


and buffaloes; which had occafioned ſo many paths. 


We were, at this time, in extreme want of water; fo 


.T 


that we were forced to chew the graſs for moiſture, and 
began to grow very diſconſolate, tearing we ſhould never 
be able to get out of io intricate a place. But coming to 
a very high tree, it came into my head, that if I got up, 
I might perhaps ſee ſome. houſe or whigwam ; ſo up I 


got to the very top, but no ſuch thing could I diſcern ; 


however, as Providence had ordered it, T.eſpied, at a 
great diſtance, ſomething like a man on horleback ; to 
whom we made all the haſte poſſible, and, to our great joy, 
found it to be a negroe or! a mule. We pfteſently ac- 

uainted him with our diſtreſs; and knowing us to be 
Pnglifliaen, he profeſſed great ſatisfaftion in that he 


could be ſerviceable to us, for he was bimſelf, he ſaid, 


born in Jamaica; that being what thoſe people reckon as 


much of, as if they had been born in England. Accord- 


k ingly 
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ingly he took us to his range, and, in a friendly manner, 
brought us milk and plantains ſufficient, having cows 
hides to ſleep on that night: all which were very accept- 
able to us. B | | 
Now it happened that this man's wife, an Indian woman, 
was very ill, and lame of both her-legs ; upon which ac- 
count her huſband was in great affliction, and'aſked, if e%er 
a one of us had any ſkill in ſurgery ? We ſaid Yes ; and 
thoꝰ we could not boaſt of much knowledge that way, yet 
we judged, that the taking away ſome blood might be 
of ſervice to her; but then we were at a great loſs for 
want of a lancet, The man. got us a ſharp knife; with 
which Mr. Baniſter let her blood in both her legs; and it 


pleaſed God to crown this undertaking with ſuch ſucceſs, 


that next day the woman could make ſome uſe of her 
legs. This ſo much rejoiced her huſband, that he killed 
a cow for cur better entertainment whilſt we ſtayed with 


him; and that we might have proviſion when we depart- 


ed, the better to enable us to perform ſome part of our 
Journey. We abade here four days, helping him to build 
a new range. He told ns, we had four or five hundred 


leagues to travel before we could come to any part of the 


South Seas, and that there were but few inhabitants by 
the way; he gave us likewiſe to underſtand, we ſhould 
meet with many and great dangers, which he feared would 


prove unconquerable, and that it would be impoſſible for 


us to eſcape wild beaſts, without having great fires every | 
night where ve reſted ; in order to which he gave us a 


_ ſteel, flint, and ſome matches made of wild cotton, with a 


horn to keep them dry in, and a piece of net for the con- 
veniency of carriage. This preſent was of great ſervice, 
to us throughout our journey, and is part of what I have 
brought home with me to England. . | 

Having thus afforded us the beſt help and inſtructions 


he was able, we took our leave, but not without ſending 


his brother to conduct. us out of the ſavanna, which was, 
as they ſaid, twenty leagues long, about ten broad, and as 
level as a bowling-green, In the evening we came to a 


grove of trees by the fide of a pond, where there was 


plenty of old wood lying on the ground, out of x hich we 
made a fire, and roaſted. our beef and plantains; but in 
the night came ſuch ſwarms of frogs, toads, and inakes . 


out of the pond, that we were forced to take brands out 5 


— 
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bf the fire, and lay about us to keep them off. Tn the 
morning we took our way towards the mountains; and 
at noon we came to a run of water, where we ſaw ſeveral 
Indian women, with calabaſhes hanging in,nets over their 
heads, to fetch water, We followed them at a diſtance 
up a bill, where were a great many whigwams ; and as 
foon as they ſaw us, both women and children began 
ſcreaming and ſhouting like diſtracted creatures: and the 
noiſe ſoon brought the men about us, with their bows and 

arrows in their hands; but upon telling them in Spaniſh, 

that we were Engliſhmen, and ſtrangers to the country, 
and that we only wanted their direction for our way over 
the mountains, they were pacified, and agreed we ſhould 
ſtay with them that night. We endeavoured all we could 
to diſpel the fears the women and children had conceived 
of us, occaſioned only by the whiteneſs of our ſkins, and 
the difference between our features and theirs ; which to 
them was very terrifying, having never before (as they 
faid) ſeen ſuch ſtrange people as we. 4 
This place was very pleaſant, and ſurrounded with fine 
trees, They told us, it was two days journey from 
thence to the entrance of the mountains, whither we 
wanted to go; towards which we ſet out next morning, 
and by the way we faw great numbers of large, monkies 
hanging by their tails oa trees, with flocks of birds, as 
big as our ſwans; the cocks' with combs ſhaped like 
coronets, and all over beautified with a plumage of vari- 
_ ous colours. About ſun-fet we came to a thicket of fine 
tall trees bearing fruit as bigas an apricot, and yellow as 
gold; we found abundance lying on the ground, picked 
by birds; on which we ventured, and regaled ourſelves 
very delightfully. This ſeeming a proper place to take 
up our night's lodging at, we made our fire accordingly, 
and refted pretty well that night. In the morning the 
trees were covered over with thoſe large birds, and little 
creatures, no bigger than a man's hand, with faces per- 
fectly like human kind; which to us appeared very won- 
derful ; nor could we ever learn of what ſpecies they were. 
All this day we ſteered our courſe to the ſouthward, as 
near as we could gueſs, by the fun, till we came to ſome 
very high mountains, one of which we aſcended ; from 
._ whence we ſaw a ſmall plain, andbeyond that, mountains 
of ſuch prodigious height, that we could not ſee their 

| | . | ; tops. 
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tops. We deſcended to the plain, when my fellow travel- 
lers aſked me, if we were going right? I could only an- 
ſwer, We muſt truſt to Providence, which had hitherto - 
wondertully protected us. Mr. Baniſter ſaid, he was re- 
ſolved to go back; for that the Indians bad directed us 
into the mountains only with intent that- we ſhould never 
come out of them, aud that, if we proceeded, we mutt in- 
evitably periſh there. As we ſtood debating, I faw three. 
little thiogs running through the graſs (being pretty tall) 
as nimble as deer, but could not diſtinguiſh their ſpecies; 
yet we followed, and oblerved them to take into a whig- 
wam, whither we made all the haſte poſſible, and found 
them to be three Indian boys. In this whigwam fat an 
old man ſtone blind, on whom the boys had got faſt hold, 
fearing we ſhould do them ſome harm: and indeed, when 
we firſt entered, the poor children were ſtruck with ſuch 
fear and aſtoniſhment, that they trembled, and looked as 
if we were going to devour them alive. We aſked the 
old man, If we had taken the right way to paſs the moun- 
tains? He laid, No; and that if we had attempted to go 
farther, we ſhould certainly have been torn in pieces, —- 
He defired us to fit down, ſaying, that when his family 
came home he ſhould have ſomething to refre!h us with; 
which was whit we very much wanted, and had almoſt 
deſpaired of. After a while came three men and three 
women, who brought with them a great quantity of honey- 
comb and plantains : they ſeemed ſtrangelyſ yes at us, 
and aſked the old man what we were? He anlwered, We 
were Spaniards; but, on my telling him we were Englifh- 
men, he ſaid he had formerly heard of ſuch men, but had 
never {een any; and was forry that, now ſo fair an oppor- 
tunity offered, he could not gratify his curioſity that way. 
1 deſired to know how long he had been blind. Upon 
which he called for a firing of berries, bidding me count 
them. I did fo, till I came to two hundred and four; 
then he ſaid, ſo many moons had he been blind ; that 1s, 
fifteen years nine months. One of his ſons being ſick, 
Richard Baniſter let him blood at the father's requeſt; 
which ſo much obliged. the old man, that he did, not ſend 
us away empty of ſuch proviſions as he had; and at our 
parting the next motning, he ordered a boy to put us 
in our way, ſtrictly charging him not to leave us till the 
ſun was in the meridian; which the boy exactly obeyed; 
> and 


* 


and then took his leave of us with one knee on the ground, 
and clapping his hands; which is the Indian way of bid- 
ding farewell. * g 
After this, we made what haſte we could towards the 
next mountains we were to paſs over; and had not gone 
far before we ſaw two or three ranges, wherein were ſe- 
veral Indians, men and women; of whom we deſired 


leave to ſtay there that night; to which they readily con- 


ſented, bringing us a mat to lye on. One of them 


ſhewed me a lump of gold, aſking if I knew what it was? 


and ſaying, we muſt ſtay, and help them to get ſome more 
ſuch ; for that the rains were coming on, which waſh it 
from the mountains, They have dams to ſtop the water, 
and cane-utenfils to fift the gold from the ſand, and then 
running it into little lumps, therewith pay tribute to the 
king of Spain; and if any remain, it goes moſt common- 
ly among the holy fathers, if they are Chriſtians, leaving 
themſelves but little to apply to their own uſe. This pro- 
gy. though a golden one, was not acceptable to us ; 
ut our fellow-traveller, Mr. Baniſter, began to lament 
bitterly, ſaying, We were got among heathens, who 
would keep us ſtarving in theſe mountains all the days 
of our lives. However, in the morning we eafily excuſed 
ourſelves to them, ſaying, we were obliged to go forward 
with all ſpeed to Gracias de Dios, and ſo leit them, with- 
out any attempt made by them to ſtop us. ; 
About ſun-ſet we came to a fine ſpring of water; by 
which we ſat down to drink, and liked jt ſo well, that I 
believe four quarts a- piece did not excuſe us. | 
Mr. Rounce ſtill continuing bad of his wounds, began 


os 


to deſpair of being able to travel farther. I made a fire, 


in order to ſtay here this night, and drefſed his wounds. 
He being much better in the morning, we ſet out again; 


but could not poſſibly travel far in one day for the extreme 
heat, the ſun being, as it were, perpendicular; and as we 
had no covering for our heads or bodies, it almoſt flayed 


us alive. As we went along, we ſaw abundance of large 
trees on fire, ſuppoſed done by the heat of the ſun ; and 
met with two 11.1ians, riding on mules, of whom we en- 
quired how far it was to Vera Paz, or the entrance of the 
mountains of Ococingo ? They let us know by ſigns, 
that we might reach it by ſun-ſet; and faid, they were 
come from a town called Apaublo, which was about ten 

| | leagues 
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| leagues diſtance (or thirty miles) beyond the mountains. 
At night we came to the Boke, or entrance of Vera Paz, 
and diſcovered a great light, occaſioned by trees being 


ſet on fire by the Indians, to preſerve themſelves from 


wild beaſts that ſwarm-on thoſe mountains, as well as to 
ſerve for a light to them, at leaſt, ſome part of that long 
dark De of Vera Paz, which they are frequently obliged 
e. ee | 


Vera Paz is a paſſage. between the mountains, about 


twenty feet broad, very rocky, and full of great ſtones : 
-one ſerved us to fit on all night, and at day-break we pro- 
© _ ceeded on our journey, but could hardly diſcern the day; 
for the mountains are fo very high, and bend ſo to one 


another at the top, that we could never ſee the ſkies, but 


forced to carry brands of fire in our hands: which affor- 

- -ded but a very gloomy light in this place. 
Such was the yelling and roaring of wild beaſts out of 
this cavity; ſuch the horror and gloom of the place we 
were in; nay, and ſuch even the fight of each other, by 
the uncertain light in our hands, that well might we ſay, 


as we often did, Now are aue in the regions of darkneſs indeed. 


— Every thing that prefented itſelt to us here was, in 
reality, very terrible; nor was there a drop of water to be 
| had; fo that we were almoſt dying with thirſt. Our feet 
alfo were ſo cut and gored, that it was with extreme pain 
we underwent that uncouth walk, which continued twenty 
leagues. We were three days and three nights (which 


were all one here) before we got through, having had 


little or no reſpite all that time. | 
On the morning of the fourth day, we came out on a 
large plain, where were great numbers of fine deer; and 
in the middle ſtood a tree of unuſual fize, ſpreading its 
branches over a vaſt compaſs of ground. Curioſity led 
us up to it. We had perceived, at ſome diſtance off, the 
ground about it to be wet, at which we began to be ſome- 


what ſurpriſed, well knowing no rain had fallen for near 


fix months paſt, according to the certain courſe of the ſea · 


fon in that latitude; and that it was impoſſible to be oc- 
caſioned by the fall of the dew on the tree, we were con- 
vinced by the ſun's having power to exhale all moiſture 


ot that nature ſome minutes after his riſing. At laſt, to 
our great amazement and joy, we ſaw water dripping, or 


diſtilling faſt from the end of every leaf of this wonderful 
3 . | „ 
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(nor had it been amiſs if I had ſaid miraculous) tree; at 
leaſt, it was ſo in reſpect to us, who had been labouring 
four days through extreme heat, without receiving the 


leaſt moiſture, and were now. almoſt expiring for the 


want of it. We could not help looking on this as liquor 
ſent from heaven, to comfort and ſupport us. under our 
great extremity, We caught all we could in our hands, 
and drank very plentifully ; and liked it ſo well, that we 
could hardly prevail upon ourſelves to give over. A 
thing of this nature could not-but excite us to make the 
ſtricteſt obſervations concerning it; and accordingly, we 
ſtaid under the tree three hours, and found we could not 


fathom its body in five times. We obſerved the ſoil to 


be ſtony; and upon the niceſt e both of the natives 
of the country and Spaniſh inhabitants, they ſaid there 
was no other ſuch tree ſeen throughout New Spain, nor 
Tee America over; but I do not repreſent this as 
a prodigy in nature, becauſe I am not philoſopher enough 
to aſcribe any natural cauſe for it ; the learned may, per- 
haps, give ſubſtantial philoſophical reaſons for what ap- 
red to us a great and marvellous ſecret, e 

When we had walked about four miles from hence, it 
brought us to a great pond full of fowl, perfectly like our 
ducks, except that they had red heads, and whiſtled hke 
black-birds. Near ſun-ſet we got into a fine valley, and 


hoping to have met ſome Indians, having no ſort of pro- 


viſion left, we were grealy diſappointed, and in much ex- 
tremity. I defired my fellow-travellers to make a fire, 
and to ſtay here all night. In the mean time I went to 
a thicket of trees near at hand, to try if I could find ber- 
ries, or any thing elſe to eat, or a little water to drink; 
but, before I came to the trees, I heard a noiſe like the 
falling of water. I followed the ſound, it leading me to 


a great river, but a vaſt depth beneath me; however, with - 


much difficulty, J got to it, and found a calabaſh lying 
Juſt at the brink of the water, I filled the calabaſh, and 


returned to my thirſty companions; who, in the mean 


time, had the good fortunę to find ſome pine- apples. 
By help of theſe the night paſſed more comfortably than 
We expected. . | 
The next morning we continued our journey towards 
ſome very high mountains; and falling into a ſmall path, 
Kept in it all the day, ſuppoſing it to bring us 7 ae 
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Indian town; but, inſtead of that, it led us to a run of 
water, and there it ended. This fruitleſs walk drove us 
almoſt to deſpair; however, we reſolved to go up one 
of the mountains, and try if we could ſee any thing from 
thence. In our way up, we heard the crow ing of a cock; 
and looking about, eſpied two Indian ranges in a valley, 

ſo vaſtly ſteep every way, we could diſcern, that we 
Judgedit almoſt impoſſible to come at it; yet we reſolved 
to ute our utmoſt to get to them, ſome way or other, 
and at laſt accompliſhed it by ſcrambling on our hands 
and knees, The Indians (for there were ſeveral here) 


who ſaw us perform this feat, were much ſurpriſed, and 


enquired what we were, and from whence we came? I 
told them Engliſhmen, and came from Sr. Peter's Solio, 
and were going to Wattemall ; begging them to give us a 
little water, and leave to ſtay with them all night. Im- 


| mediately, one of them brought us a calabaſh full of 


milk, and tygers' ſkins to lye on; ſaying, that in the 
morning he would ſhew us the way to an Indian town, 
This man had a child burſten-bellied, that I undertook 
to cure; and accordingly T made a truſs of cane, and 
ſuch things as Icould get fitting, and fixed it on the child 
ſo as I hoped might prove effectual. This ſo pleaſed the 
father, that he killed a fowl; and dreſſed it for our ſup- 
Per; and as a farther mark of his gratitude, gave me a 
knife, that ever after proved of great ſervice to us; and 
which 1 have ſtill by me. TO TY 
In the morning he put us in our way, as he had pro- 
miſed, and told us we might reach it before night. When 
we had got within a mile of it, we perceived ſeveral 
women coming with jars of water in nets, hanging on their 
heads. As ſoon as they ſaw us, though not till pretty 
near them, down fell the jars, and away ran the women 
with great celerity to the town, We ſippoled the men 


| ſoon to wake their appearance; which happened accor- 


dingly; for out they came at once, ready armed with their 
bows and arrows. Two of them, having white wands in 
their hands, demanded, according to cuſtom, whence 
we came, and where we were going? I replied, We came 
from Porto Cavello. Then they brought us before their 
king, or governor, who was himſelf an Indian; he was fit- 
ting on a chair, and many others kneeling on the ground 
about him; He aſked of what country we were ? m | 
SN to 
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told him Engliſhmen, taken by Pedro Polias, and Hen- 
ricus our countryman. We told him alſo in what man- 
ner they had ſerved us; and found he had been accquaint- 
ed with them at St. Peter's, He ſaid, there was a town 
called Gracias a Dios, not above fix days journey from 
thence, and that a couple of our countrymea lived there. 
This was very agreeable news to ns, Then he appoint- 
ed us to a range, ſaving, he would order that every in- 
habitant in the town ſhould give ſomething; and punc- - 
tually performed his promiſe. The manner of collect- 
ing the charity was by the ſound of a pipe and tabor ; the 

1{on- appointed for that purpoſe going from houſe to 
a" gathering ſome plantains for us. The tabor was 
made of a piece of a 1 5 tree, covered with a ſkin, and 
the pipe of a reed. After ſtaying here two nights and 
one day, we ſet out for Gracias a Dios, | 
In our firſt day's journey from hence we paſſed over 
high rocks all of fine marble, curiouſly veined with various 
colours: at the bottom of theſe rocks was a path that led 
us to a great river. This was what the Indian governor 
had before told us of by he name of the river Grande; 
which, he ſaid we ſhould have occaſion to croſs to and fro 
for many days. We got over it with ſome difficulty, on 
trees that lay acroſs the river, and paſſed thro? a grove of 
bamboo and cane; and on one fide of the grove, on a tall 
ſtalk, grew a beautiful flower, ſomewhat reſembling the 
glory of the ſun, About noon we came to a ſavanna; 
here we ſat and reſted ourſelves, the ſun being ſo ex- 
tremely hot, that we could not travel above five leagues a 
day. »In the evening we came to the fide of the river again, 
where we found the tracks of mens feet ; but could not 
diſcover the way they went. We agreed to croſs it again, 
in queſt of them, and on our landing on the other 7 as 
we thought, we found two paths, one leading up the river, 
and the other down. We choſe that which led down; 
but, after a walk of about two or three miles found our- 
ſelves to be upon a narrow flip of land, with the river run- 
ning on both ſides of us very rapidly; by which we per- 
ceived, that inſtead of croſſing it; as we imagined, we were 
only got upon an ifland in the middle of it. Now the day 
was far ſpent, and this no proper place to ſtay in, nor 
dared we venture to gain the main land from hence; fo 
we were forced to go back, and try our fortune in the 
T2 Other 
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other path: and after we had traverſed about as far in that 
as in the ſirſt, we came to a hroad clear plot of ground, 
- ſurronnded by very tall and ſpreading trees ; and, in the 
middle, was a little place fenced in with cane, and covered 
with leaves. On examining it, we found ſome Indian 
corn: it had been erected as a granary or ſtorehouſe to 
preſerve the corn from beaſts; and in this place we took up 
our night's lodging. Here, being plenty of wood, we 
preſently made up a great fire, and fell to roaſting our 
corn; and got a couple of calabaſhes, which we took to 
the river, and filled full of water. We had no ſooner 
done this than ſeveral tygers were ſeen croſſing the water 
towards us. We ran full ſpeed to the fire, knowing that. 
to be our only ſecurity; and reached it before they could 
come near us. ; 7 Vin i 1 
| It is common for thoſe creatures to take to ſtill wa- 
ters; for they ſo very much dread the raging of the ſea, 
. that, if it beats violently againſt the ſhore, they will not 
| come near on any account. We had but a very indiffer- 
| 
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ent night here; for we heard ſuch prodigious howling. 
and noiſes of wild beaſts, that we expected to have been 
devoured before morning. Rel 
Soon as the day broke, we got off this iſland to the main, 
| and went on by the ſide of a mountain, till we met with 
= a range; in which we found a Mulatto man and ſome 
[ Indians ſtripping tobacco; of whom we enquired the way 
X to Gracias a Dios. The Mulatto brought us ſome hides 
co ſit on; and after ſome diſcourſe concerning our misfor- 
[ tunes, I told him our deſign was to go to ſome part of 
1 the South Sea, where we might. meet with an Engliſh fac- 
\'F tory ; but, he ſaid, we had undertaken a journey impoſ- 
idle for us to perform; for the South Sea was fo far off, 
and we ſhould have ſo many difficulties to ſtruggle with 
by the way, that we muſt of neceſſity periſh in the at- 
tempt. But Sy he could fay was able to divert us 
from the reſolution of proceeding on our journey. Before 
we took our leave, they gave us three cakes made of 
Indian corn; which they call Turtiltias, and ſome tobacco. 
After this, we ſteeed our courſe to a place called 
Daggo; and about ſun-ſet came to the river Grande again, 
there being a couple of ranges near, having ſeen four 
Indian women and three children. We defired leave of 
them to ſtay there all night; but the fight of us ſo __ 
k | tene 
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_ fed through a large wood, ſeeing great flocks of parrots 


- horſes ; and from thence over ſeveral high hills; at the 


1 


reception for one night, at leaſt ; thoſe poor people ſel- 


cruel uſage they formerly received from their 
_ conquerors, whom they often commemorate; nor can it be 
forgot by the whole world. ; : 
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tened them, that they made no reply, By and by the 
huſbands or relations of theſe women, who had been out 
that day to hunt and fiſh, returned home with what they 
had caught, They preſently came up to us in a familiar 
manner, and ſhook us by the hands, aſking, if we were 
Spaniards? I told them we were Engliſhmen. Then they 
took us into a range, and brought us fiſh and veniſon. 
that had been dried in the ſun ; not forgetting ſkins for 
us to lye on. They ſaid, a few of our countrymen were 
here ſome time ſince, who were going to Gracias a Dios; 
but that they died before they reached the place. In the 
morning (for here we lodged that night) I begged them F 
to give us lomething to help us on the road, 1 | 1 


x 
_ 
4 4 
. o 


: 
— — pea 
bas 


ns 


Sy 


+ thr a — — 
4 _ 
* 


— 
- = 


** 


* 
— 2 — wn :, 
* — — 2 — 
r 
* — . 
= 3 — — 
In ö P22, . 
3 
8 * N 828 


5 Ey 
brought us a few plantains, excuſing themſelves as hav- 


ing nothing elſe in readineſs. 5 ? 
As ſoon as we left them, we croſſed the river, and paſ- 


and mackoys, befides ſeveral ſorts of other birds; which «I 
all together made a ſtrange harmony. Here was plenty 
of fruit, as yellow as gold, ſhaped like an egg, and as 
big as that of a hen: of theſe we ate freely, never ſcrup- » 
ling what the birds pecked. From this wood we paſſed 
directly over a ſavanna, there being abundance of wild 


bottom thereof ran the river Grande, which we were again 
forced to croſs. About evening we came to a whigwam, 
and found a couple of Indians therein. Our manner was 
always to enquire of them, as being ſtrangers to the coun- 
try; and this commonly proved ſufficient to gain us a civil 


dom or never failing to treat us with great humanity, and 
relieve us to the utmoſt of their capacity, though the 

have nothing themſelves but what they get with great dit on | 

ficulty and danger,—Tins is a great ſhame and reproach ! 

to us, and ſhould make us with horror reflect upon the N 1 

Spaniſh | 

| 

4 


Theſe Indians took us into their whigwam; and bein 
defirous to cheer our drooping ſpirits, took a deal of 
Pains to make a pleaſant and comfortable liquor, called 
Checly, done in this manner: — They take a certain quan- 
tity of Indian corn, which they roaſt or parch up efore „ 
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fire, and then grind it to a fine powder between a couple 


of ſtones; and having hot water ready, they power it on, 


and let it ſtand to infuſe. This liquor, beſides what they 


gave us to eat, made a comfortable repaſt. What is wor- 


thy of remark, they had a couple of birds which they had 


tameqd, and were ſuffered to fly about at their pleaſure. 


Theſe afforded us a conſiderable deal of entertainment. 
They were no bigger than ſparrows; but could talk in- 


telligibly, and whiſtle and ſing to admiration. The cock 


had a comb like our game- cocks; and the hen a cropled 


crown. They had red 2 and yellow bodies, with a 


f * . 
black circle round their nec 


% 


Theſe people ſaid, we 


might get to Gracias a Dios in two or three days, and 


that Apaublo was between it and us. | 155 

In the morning we- took our leave of them, and paſſed 
over a ſavanna, covered with a ſort of graſhopper or fly, 
of a yellowiſh colour: the air was ſo thick of 18 that 
it was nigh darkened thereby, and we could hardly keep 
on our road, being almoſt ſtifled by the concourſe of them: 
and thus we travelled till ſun · ſet, at which time, being got 
to the ſide of a river, we agreed to paſs the night, and 


made our fire accordingly, in ordef to fit and reſt our- 
ſelves. Here was great plenty of lime and orange-trees. 


In the morning, at ſun-riſe, we waded through the river; 
but the ſtream ran ſo faſt, that it carried us a Jong way be- 
fore we could get aſhore. We had no ſooner overcome. 


this difficulty, but another preſented itſelf: we were obli- 
. ged to climb up ſeveral high and ſteep mountains, that, 


after our late fatigue in crofling the river, was very-grie- 
vous to us. On the. tops of theſe was fine level land, 
adorned here and there with beautiful groves. About 
noon a great river diſcovered itſelf to us, very ſteep; and 
when we got to it, the ſtream was ſo 1 rapid, 
that · we could not contrive to croſs it. e began to ſuſ- 
ect we had miſſed our road, and 8 going back again; 
25 happening to ſee a couple of Indians coming toward 
us, we ſat ourſelves upon the ground till they came, and 
then aſked them, which way we ſhould get over? They 
ſaid, we muſt go up the river: and told us, they were In- 


dians of Honduras, and came from Guatimal. We went 


on as they directed, for ſome miles, without ſeeing any 
probability of croffing ; but, at length, obſerved ſome- 
thing at a diſtance that appeared like a great net hanging 
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acroſs the river, between two mountains. We got into 


a path that led to it; and on the beſt obſervation that 
could be made at that diſtance, we could not determine 
whether it was defigned for a bridge, or a net to catch 
| birds or beaſts. It was made of cane, and faſtened to four 
trees ; two of which grew on the mountain on this fide, 
and the other two on that oppoſite it, on the other fide ' 
of the river. It hung down lik: a hammock ; the loweſt 
part of it being the middle, was about forty feet from 
the ſurface of the water : bat ſtill it could not with cer- 
tainty be judged if this was intended, in reality, as a 
bridge for travellers, there being reaſon to doubt of its 
ſtrength to bear a man's weight, We were, therefore, - 
ſome time before we could prevail on ourſelves to ven- 
ture on it; and when we did, it was flowly, and cau- 
tiouſly ; for the bottom was made ſo open, that we had 
much_ado to manage our feet ſo ſteadily as neceſſary, 
Every ſtep we took gave great motion to it; ſo that, 
with the ſwiftneſs of the ſtream underneath, it occaſioned 
ſuch a dizzineſs in the head, that I believe, we were a 
full hour in getting over; but having accompliſhed it, 
we ſat down to view and admire this complete piece 
of workmanſhip and ingenuity; for ſuch it really was. 
We could not conceive how it could be poſſible to be 
conveyed from one mountain to the other; for, con- 
fidering how forcibly the water ran in this place, we 
-knew it would be impracticable for men w ſwim over 
with one end of it; nor could it be done in cann-s, of 
any thing elſe we could ſuppoſe made uſe of by the Iu- 
dians; for, though they are certainly a people of great 
dexterity in their way, it is well known they are utter 
ſtrangers to all the arts in uſe among the Europeans and 
others, on ſuch like occaſions. We obſerved this bridge 
to be very old and decayed, and gueſſed it might have 
hung there ſome hundreds of years; and if ſo, muſt have 
been before the Spaniards entered the country; but, as 
the people here have no uſe of letters, we could not 
come to any certainty concerning its antiquity. This 
we learned, notwithſtanding, by enquiry made of the- 
natives, that it had hung in that manner time out of 
mind, and had been (but they could not tell when) a 
very public road for paſſengers, though then quite diſ- 
uſed. I muſt not forget yes acquaint the reader, that 
75 „ „5 3 the 
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we called it) is a full quarter of a mile. 


the breadth of the river under the hammgck-bridge (as 


| This evening we came to an old whigwam forſaken by 


the Indians, as is common amongſt them, in which we 
took up our night's lodging, and in the morning ſet out 
again; but our proviſions being all ſpent, we were for- 


ced to employ part of our time that day, in gathering 
ſuch berries as could be found to appeaſe our hunger. 


After travelling. over a ſavanna, about ſun-ſet, we came 
to a ſtream of clear water, by the fide of which were fine 


' plantain walks. Whilſt we ſat here to reſt us, came ſe- 


% 


ſooner had we entered it, but a woman beckoned to us 


01 | Y 


veral Indian women to fetch water; but like thoſe we had 


met with before on the ſame errand, as ſoon as they ſaw 
us, away they ran, ſcreaming moſt terribly, and ſent their 


huſbands to ſee who we were. The men ſeemed to be in 
a great rage, ſuppoſing, perhaps, ſome injury might have 
been offered to the women; upon this, I thought proper 
to tell them we were Spaniards going to Guatimale, and 
deſired them to let us ſtay with them that night. There 


were but two of them underſtood Spaniſh, and though 


they did not ſeem greatly to like us, yet they agreed 
we ſhould ſtay, and therefore darried us to their town, 
called Papala a Papla, appointing us a range, and brought 


us plantains and wood, that we might make a fire to roaſt 


them; but as they ſtill doubted us, they kept a guard 


over us all night.“ 


At day-break we got out of this town, and after we 
kad walked. about a mile, croſſed the great river, aud 
went directly through a wood, finding plenty of locuſts, 
and eat very heartily. Then we came to a large plain, 
and fat down to reſt ourſelves, the ſun being ſo hot in 
theſe regions, and eſpecially in the month of May, that 
we could hardly ſufter our feet to touch the ground. 
As we travelled farther on this plain, we ſaw ſeveral 
patches of ſugar- eane: by this we eaſily judged we were 
not far from Gracias a Dios; accordingly abgut four 
o'clock in the afternoon we walked into that town. No 


from a houſe, to whom we made up with all ſpeed. 


There was in the boule with her a very old man, who 


aſked. us ſeveral queſtions, particularly if we could ſpeak 


Spaniſh,, and what countrymen we were? I gave bim 


our hiſtory as briefly as I could, and begged to be _ 


Ox OY RIO IN WE Ee uns Y 


* 


; | ENGLISHMEN. 27 
ed of the ſhorteſt way to get at ſome Engliſh factory. 
* At Panama, (ſaid he) there is an Engliſh factory, and 
* none nearer; but then it is four or five hundred 
, leagues off, and you will never be able to travel thi- 
* ther, becauſe the rains are coming on, which will laſt 
% fix months without intermiſſion, However; (ſays he) 
* 1 will put you in the beſt method Lean, which is this; 
* there 1s a place called Sonſonnata, about one hundred 
$* leagues from hence, from whence veſſels frequently fail 
« for Panama; to this place I would adviſe you to make 
*© what haſte you can, and, in all likelihood, you will 
4% get a paſſage thither.” This gave us a little en- 

couragement. Then he told us of two of our country- 
men, who lived about eight leagues off, and ſaid, 
that one was named William, and the other Thomas. 
After this diſcourſe, he began to think of ſomething to 
eat, and directly ordered ſome plantains to be roaſted; 
| and in the mean time, brought us out honey, and a fine 
| fruit called Sopotoas, that grew on very high trees, 
| hanging like apples, but as big as melons, and as red as 
cherries ; they have a very delicious taſte, and large 
ſtones within them. I have brought ſome of them 
home with me. 5 „„ 
8 The town of Gracias a Dios is ſurrounded with plan- 
tains, cocoa, and abundance of fruit - trees. The houſes 
5 here are made of cane, and covered with leaves. We 
ſtaid here two days to reſt ourſelves, but were for- 
; ced to beg about the town before we came from thence, 
g for ſomething to help us on the road; but it not being 
1 | in any one's power here to ſpare much, we only got 
t | ſome plantains, and on the third day ſet out in quelt 
. of our countrymen Thomas and William. 
1 Soon after we left Gracias a Dios, we paſſed over a 
e ſtream of water, and then aſcended a very high mountain, 
r 
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— 


and about noon came to a delightful place, like a fine 
park, abounding with ſtately deer. Here were the tal- 
s | leſt and largeſt trees I ever faw, and their bodies ſo thick _ 


2 that we could not fathom them in eight times. 

0 At the end of this place, where we got about evening, 
k ſtood an old range, but no one near it. Not far 'from 
n | hence was a new range; we made to it, in hopes of meet- 


ing ſomebody,; but there came on ſuch a ſtorm of thun- 
| det, lightning, and rain, _ kept-us there that ni no 
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The next day ſome Indians met us, of whom we en- 


- quired the way to Alvado, and if they knew one Wil- 


liam an Engliſhman that lived there? They ſaid, they 
knew him very well, but it was three leagues to his 


whigwam. About evening we arrived at William's 
habitation, butto ourgreat diſappointment he was abroad. 


His wife who was dn Indian, told us, he was gone with 
Thomas his countryman, and would not return within 
twenty days. I underſtood they had been brought into 
this country, when little boys, but by what means I could 
not learn, However, it ſeems they were not able to get 
out of it, nor do I believe ever any one did before us, 


that had the misfortune of being in our forlorn ſtate. 
Mrs. Williams (for I know no other name to call her by) 


> | 
informed us, that“ there was a countryman of ours not 


far off, that her huſband, by fome ſtratagem, had 
© brought out of the mines.” We defired her to ſend 


for him, which ſhe accordingly- did, and at night he 


came to us. We hoped to be well informed by him how 


to ſteer our courfe in the beſt manner, but in this we 


were miſtaken'F for he ſaid, he had been taken at Trux- 
lo eight years before, and was carried directly to the 
mines, where he had ſpent moſt of that time, and was 


therefore ſo much a ſtranger to the country, that he 


* 


could give us no manner of intelligence about its We 
1 to him, to endeavour with us to get away; but 
e ſaid, he could not undertake to travel ſo long a jour- 


ney after our manner. Perhaps the true motive of 


bis refuſal was, he had, like his friend, ſettled his affec- 


tions on ſome woman of the country. We ſtaid here 


two days, and had the beſt entertainment the poor woman 


could give us ; ſhe alfo procured us a bull's hide, whic 


wie cut and tied to the ſoles of our feet, that were at this 


time in a very fore condition. Our countryman told us, 


there was an Indian town called-Petapa, or St. John's, 


not above two days journey from this 


lace, and the 


people there would direct us to Sonſonnate. 


From hence we ſet out, being, in a manner no wiſer 
than we were before, and ſteered our courſe ſouth- weſt, 
and, as near as we could gueſs by the ſun, for the South 

Seas. By fun- ſet, we came to our old range, where 

we lay before we came to our country man's, and there 
once more toak up our night's lodging. In the morning 


We 
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- | we met two Indians, who directed us to go through. 
- ſuch a valley, where, they ſaid, we ſhould ſee a range, and 
might get ſome milk and plantains. We went as directed, 
$ 41 by the way gathered a fruit ſeemingly like a quince, 
s | very delicious to the taſte, ſeeing alſo great herds of fine 
. | cattles At noon we came to the valley, and found the 
range fixed between four trees, according to cuſtom, + 
n | with cows tied to the trees. Here were two men, and 
o | two women. I aſked them how far it was to Petapa ? 
d They ſaid, we might get thither in two days. As I 
t | perceived they had no knowledge of the Engliſh, I told 
„ | them we were Spaniards. Upon this they ſeemed not to 
. | like us; yet, when I deſired them to give us ſomething, 
) | to cat, they did not think fit to refuſe, but brought-us a 
xt | tomalaw, made of Indian corn, and ſkins to lie on. We 
d | ſtaid here all night, being very much tormented by 
d | muſkitoes. Theis Indiaus lie on hammocks, made of 
le | a ſort of ruſhes, that hang between two trees. 
W At ſun-riſe we ſet out for Petapa, or St. John's, and 
72: | about noon came to a fine ſtream of Ike by which, the 
x- | day being very hot, we ſat down to reſt. In the evening 
ne | we got out of the valley, and came to a large plain, 
as | where was abundance of wolves, We immediately made 
ne | a fire, having no other way to defend ourſelves from 
le | them, but were forced to keep walking round it all 
ut | night; for the place was ſoover-run with vermin, that 
r- | it was impoſſible to fit ſtill a moment; but this was the 
of | leaſt of our troubles. The wild beaſts made ſuch a hi- 
c- | deous roaring, and alſo approached fo near to us, that we 
rc | were in fear our fire, though a large one, would hardly 
an | protect us from them. In the night, we heard a great 
ch | noiſe of horſes running full ſpeed” who, we ſuppoſed, + 
his | were purſued by the wolves; at day-break the noiſe 
as, | ceaſed, and perceiving they had all retreated, we ad- 
's, | vanced, As we croſſed the ſavannia, we found ſome pla- 
the | ces covered with the bones of cattle, who, no doubt, 
had been deſtroyed by theſe ravenous creatures. After 
ſer | this we went over ſome high hills, which brought us to a. 
eſt, fine level country, where were alſo great numbers of cattle, 
uth Before ſun-ſet, we came to a run of water, from which 
cre a path led up a ſteep hill, on the top of which ſtood the 
ere | Indian town of Petapa, or St. John's. No ſooner had 
ing | we got up the hill, but the people from the town flocked 


* — — —— 


3 nnen 
— err rr oe — WP = — 
2 mm = ]²— . . Ogns * . — _ 


{ 1 Z 
4 
£ 1 
4 k 
19 
1 
+ 


— 


4 


350 ' THE UNFORTUNATE | 
about us, and among the reſt, one holding a white wand 
in his hand, demanding who we were ? I told him, Eng- 
liſumen; he ſaid, he knew of no ſuch people, and that 
Spaniards were not ſo white ; however, after they had 

ſatisfied their curioſity in viewing us, and aſking us 
ſome ont of-the-way queſtions, they carried us toa range 


and gave us ſome jerk-beef and turtillias, The next 


day we departed for Chippea, two days journey from 
hence. Petapa, or St. John's, as I ſaid, ſtands on a 
high hill, and commands a very beautiful proſpect; it 
is ſurrounded by ſavannas, and has plenty of fine cattle, 
Soon after our departure from hence, we came to the 
mountains of Valladolid, very difficult to aſcend, being 
very ſeep and ſtony. We took up a whole day getting 
over one, and we had four or five more to paſs. Being 
in'a valley, and night coming on, we thought proper. 
to ſtay there till morning, but could get no water, and 
very little wood to make a fire. We were ſo peſtered 
with vermin, we cauld not fit down all night. ; 
In the morning we -paſſed through a little wood, that 
brought us to the foot of another mountain, and getting 
to the top of it about noon, e looked from thence round 
to ſee if we could diſcover any whigwams; but not 
perceiFing any, we reſted ourſelves, and flept two or 
-thrce hours. But when we. waked we were extremely 
cold, though juſt before overpowered with heat. We 
went down the other fide of the mountain, and came to 
a ſtream of water; after croſſing which, we perceived a 
range, and going up to it, found therein two women, 
one a Meſtie, and the other an Indian, I begged them 
to give vs ſomething to eat; at firſt they ſeemed ſur- 
prized, but at laſt brought us three plantains, defiring. 
to know of what nation we were: the Meſtie ſaid, that 
a white man, ſomething like us, whoſe name was Val- 
lone, had lived with her a long while, but that he was 

now dead. He was, | believe, a Frenchman. 
At night came ſome Indian men, bringing a wild cow 
they had killed, and gave us ſome of the fleſh, bidding 
us dreſs it after our manner; we did fo, and found it of 
rreater nouriſhment than any thing we had yet taſted in 
the country. Theſe Indians are very expert at catching 
wild beaſts, and upon ſuch expeditions are commonly 
on horſeback. Every one has a long flip of hide wn = 
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Hand, one end being faſtened about the body of his 
horſe, and when he has fixed on the beaſt he deſigns to 
take, he rides cloſe by him very precipitately, and flings 
the other end over his horns, or about his neck. After 
this is done, immediately comes another, and wraps his 


| laſh round his legs, tell getting him down, they manage 


im as they pleaſe. After this manner they take the 
tierceſt beaſt that is. We got ſome dried hide of them, 


and fixed it to our feet, which were again in as bid con 
dition as ever. They ſaid, it wes ſeveral days journey 


to any town or village, and aſked, if we could walk 
from hence to our own country ? I told them no; it was 


impoſſible; and that we muſt go to it by ſhipping. 
But they having no notion of what T meant, I marked 


out the figure of a ſhip on the ground, and, as well as I 
could, repreſented it floating on the water; at which 


they ſeemed to be in great admiration. 'Theſe people 


were very friendly, in giving us proviſion to ſuſtain us 


going over the mountains we muſt of neceſſity paſs, 


though we ſhould have been glad to have avoided them. 
Our ſtay here was one day and two nights ; and we 
then agreed, with the bleſſing of God, to ſet forward- 
once more. i OP var gh SR ee. 

We ever took the greateſt care to ſteer our courſe by 
the ſun, as the Indians directed us, eſpecially in paſſing 
theſe mountains. Some being impracticable to get di- 
rectly over, we were forced frequently to wind about them; 
and if we ſaw any range or whigwam in the vallies in 


the evening, we never failed to make up to it for ſhelter 
the ſame night. „F As £1 


WMWe ſaw in the road great ſwarms of butterflies, their 
wings of various colours, very beautiful to the eye, and 
as broad as a man's hand. In'fix days we paſſed the 


mountains of Comyagua or Valladolid, lying between 


Gracias a Dios and Salvador; then we came to the 
great village of Chippea. The inhabitants ſoon flocking 
about us; in particular, an old man, who ſaid he had 
deen very converſant with white people formerly, when 
he was in the South-Sea, and told bis companions, that 


they were good men, and loved the Indians, claiming 
thereby their eſteem. He ſpoke good Spaniſli, and very 
civilly took us to his whigwam, and treated' us with 
beef and plantains; as alſo plenty of the liquor called 
| ws . 5 Cheely, 
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* tirely given up to fevelling and merriment, 
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drank wy extraordinary times, Being thus refreſhed, 
our benet 
evening ſports and entertainments, that were on accgunt 


of a great cantico, or public feſtival to be held at that 
time. The people were all got intoa very jocund and plea- 


fant humour, running about the town, laughing, ſhour- 
ing, finging, and playing on inſtruments of muſic, and 
at ſeveral games; but, above all, we admired their great 


deexterity in riding horſes, and managing them incom- 


parably, without bridle, ſaddle, whip, or ſpur, though 


| Juſt taken wild from the ſavannas. It is a great diver- 
ſion here to tie a ſtring about the legs of a cock, hang- ' 


ing him up between a couple of trees, ſo high, that a man 
may fit ſtill on horſeback, and juſt reach the cock's 


Ror took us abroad to be ſpectators of the. 


- - Cheely, reckoned a rarity among the Indians, and is 


bead that havgs down. This being done, then comes 
a company. of men riding full ſpeed one after another 


under him, trying who can firit twiſt his head off, and 
he that performs it is reckoned a great artiſt, As ſoon 


as the head is pulled off, the ſpectators, who were ſome. - 


hundreds, made great ſhouts and rejoicings, as if they. 


had gained ſome great achievement. Indeed, as the cock 


gets a blow by almoſt every one that rides under him, and 


is thereby in continual agitation, it is ſomewhat diffi- 


cult to catch hold of him. 97 f 

Every inhabitant of this place keeps a range, apart 
from his own, on purpoſe to lodge ſtrangers in, either 
Indians or others; for of both they are _ equally afraid 


and ſuſpicious, inſomuch that they never ſuffer one of 


any country or nation whatſoever, to remain a night 


under the ſame roof with themſelves. The old gentle- 
man, who had made us his gueſts, to reſt there that 


night, had conducted us; but, inſtead of repofing our- 


ſelves, could only , liſten to the great buſtle and 
ſeeming conſuſion that reigned throughout the town, 


and continued till morning. Some ran about beating on 


| ſort of drum, others blowing through a reed or Pip 
8 a hautboy; in ſhort, every one ſeemed en- 


* 


How. this feſtival came to be celebrated with ſuch ex- d | 


traordifiary marks of joy and zeal I cannot fay, though 


I;jmagine religion to be at the bottom of it; but we had 


Þur little time or opportunity any where to enquire 
| * ES : 98 - m0 
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 ENGLISHMEN, 33 
into the cuſtoms and ceremonies in the worſhip of the ſe- 
veral people we came among. This, however, I am ſure 

of, that the Indians of Chippea are Chriſtians, every 
one of them having a great crucifix of wood hanging 
about his neck, with beads and relicks. In the morn- 
ing our old friend bade us fare wel; but at the ſame time 
mightily diſcouraged us from our intended journey to 
the South-Sea, ſaying, it was a long and tireſome way 
for a mule, but now that the rains were coming on, 
which might ſwell the rivers, and fill the vallies, the 
country would be utterly impaſſable for foot travellers ; 
but finding us determined at all eyents to go for- 
ward, and that nothing he could ſay made any impreſ- 
| ion on us, he ſaid no more, but in the moſt friendly 
manner gave us the beſt advice gnd inſtructions he was 
able. He told us, that by ſuch a time we ſhould get to 
a town called St. Michael's, where was a Spaniſh Go- 
vernor, and that in our way there was an Iadian vil- 
lage, called Cauwattick, where we might have relief. 
Then taking leave of our ſincere friend, with a thouſand 
acknowledgments of gratitude for kindneſs adminiſtred, 


we ſet out for St. Michael's. : | 
| Aﬀeer travelling through a wood, we came to # large 
plain, where there was a waigwam, with a Malatta 
man and woman: and not far from them, ſome Indians 
building a range, with whom we ſtaid two or three 
hours, not being able to travel in the heat of the day. 
Theſe Indians told us, they got gold in abundance dur- 
ing the rains, and that it comes down from the moun- 
tains. Towards evening we came to another whigwam, 
where we found three women, of whom we begged a 
night's lodging, but they made no anſwer, which we 
took as a denial ; however, we reſolved not to leave 
the. place till morning, and accordingly ſat us down at a 
little diſtance-from them to reſt ue the women 
perceived that we had taken up our reſt for that night, 
condeſcended at laſt, to bring us out a bull's hide to lie 
on, but would not ſuffer us to ſet one foot into their 
whigwam; perhaps, as they had no men to protect them, 
they might fear ſome indecent attempts; but they did us 
wrong, we were in no condition for amours, and eſpe - 
cially in this country, where we could have no very 
extraordinary temptation. But, to ſpeak the truth of 
> Q X  _thele 
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theſe people, they are, as it were, free from moſt of the 


vices common to other nations. | ny 
The next morning, we ſteered our courſe over a ſa- 


vanna, on which were great numbers of fine deer, and 


other animals. We frequently met with fruit very tempt- 
ing and beautiful to the eye, but durſt not taſte any the 
- birds had not picked. Some of theſe fruits are of fo 


x 


i 


poiſonous a nature, that they immediately kill whoſo- | 


ever eats of them. On this ſavanna we travelled three 
days, and then got to ſome high mountains, and there 
found a range with Indians, whom I aſked, if we had 
taken the right road to St. Michael's? They ſaid, yes; 


but there were two ways to it, one through a ſavanna, 


which was a journey of ſix days, and the other over theſe 
mountains, which might be performed in three days. 


Theſe Indians had nothing to give us, but ſaid, we 


mould ſoon get to the town of Cauwattick, which lay 


Juſt on the other de of the mountains, and that there we 


ſhould be relieved. 


As our proviſions were quite ſpent, we were obliged 


to take the ſhorteſt way to come at more, which was 
that over the mountaius ; but before we had got far up, 
we thought we ſhould never be ableto paſs them. It was 
from the rifing to the ſetting of the ſun before we got 
to the top, and then could perceive no figns of the town, 
or any path leading to it, as we expected to have found; 
- fo we made our fire, and ſtaid there all night. | 


The next day we met an Indian, in ſearch of his cow, 


that had broke loofe in the night from a tree to which 
he had tied her. We enquired of him how far it might 
be to Cauwattick ? He preſently gave us directions, 
and pointing to the ſun, thereby made us underſtand. 
we might get thither by noon, and we accordingly did. 
Being very hungry when we came into the town, the 
firſt thing we craved of the people was ſomething to eat; 
on which they brought us a little beef, and ſome plan- 
tains, .but ſeemed much ſurpriſed at us. At night we. 
met with fome Indians, whom we had ſeen before in our 
travels, and giving us ſome ripe bananas, aſked me if I 


* 
* 


rkeaew them again, and finding I did, were mightily. 
plwKeaſed with our acqaintance. Here we lodge 


this 


night in a range, and the next morning ſet out for St. 


„ 
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ENGLISHMEN. 35. 
I The road we took was down a ſteep hill into a yalley, 
where, after we had gone a conſiderable way, We 
met with a path that led us back again into Cauwat- 
tick. The people were amazed to ſee us ſo quick upon 
them again, and ſaid merrily, we knew not how to fi 
our way out of ſo great a town, and therefore they would 
fend one with us that ſhould. put us in. the right read. 
After our fecond departure from this place, we got on. 
the edge of a mountain, a mere precipice, below 
which was a great ſavanna, and thereon we diſcovered 
a range, towards which we intended to make all poſ- 
. fible haſte ; but it coſt us a whole day to go down this 
fine mountain, and after we had taken all that pains and 
labour to come at it, in hopes of meeting with ſome, 
body, we had the diſappointment of finding no one 
there. The range was forſaken; however, we made it 
our inn that nighhlt. 1 eras S ads 
At day- break we ſet out, and croſſed the ſavanna be - 
tween the mountains, and on the left hand of us ſaw a 
boy riding along upon a mule ; I ran directly up to him, 
and aſked him ſome queſtions, but he made no anſwer 
that I could underſtand; but ſuppoſing J enquired the 
way to ſome place or other, he pointed towards a pra- 
digious high mountain, ſhaped like a ſugargloaf, Not 
Caring to follow his directions, and finding we ſhould 
ne ver underſtand each other, I made him a motion of 
fare wel, and he rode on. In this ſavanna we could find 
no water, ſo that we were almoſt dying of thirſt; we tra- 
veiled about till almoſt night again, and could fee no 
range, nor any wood to make a fire with. Thus, we 
wandered to and fro, not, knowing what to do, till, by 
the direCtion of Providence, we came at length to a run. 
ot water, which, after we had drank of plentifully, we 
crofſed, and, on the ather ſide, amidſt a great herd of 
cattle, who all run away as: ſoon as they ſaw us, we heard 
the barking of a dog; by this we knew there muſt be 
people not far off. Accordingly we made ſtrict ſearch af- 
ter them, and preſently found out their ranges, in which 
were two or three perſons, of whom I. deſired leave to 
ſtay with them all night; but they made no anſwer. 
Soon after came a Malatta man and. woman, with a 
Indian riding on a mule, approaching us in 4 very o- 
bliging manner, and 8 by the hand. The N 


— 
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latta aſking if we were Chriſtian and what the Naint⸗ 


ing meant on my arm? I told him, I thanked God | 


we were Chriſtians, and Engliſhmen ; and that one of 
the marks on my arm repreſented our Saviour on the 
croſs, which, with the others, were done by a Greoian, 
ſome years ago, when I was in the Holy Land: he imme 
diately fell upon his knees and kiſſed the croſs, pulling 
out the beads and crucifix; ſaying, he had been bap- 


tized by a friar at St. Michael's, with his wife and all 
his family ; he then bade his wife look on my arm, 


and ſhe alſo fell down and kiſſed it, but more fer- 


vently, if poſſible, than her huſband, - As I knew this 


adoration was paid to him whoſe image it bore, it gave 
me no uneaſineſs. They made us welcome to the beſt 


they could afford, ſuch as milk, fruits, plantains, &c. 


'They told us, we were now not far from St. Michael's, 


Where lived Grandee Spaniards ; and, that in a day or 


two, there would be held a great bull - feaſt at that town, 
for which, in the morniag, we fet out, after a due ac- 
knowledgment for the favours we had received. | 
By the way we met with ſeveral Indians going tost. 
Michael's, who were all painted, and dreſſed up, every 
one in the ſkin of ſome wild creature or other: nothing but 
mirth and jollity appeared in their countenances; they 


never ceaſed ſinging and dancing all the way they went; 


ſome of them had à ſort of cudgel in their hands, with 
porcupine quills ſticking at the ends. About noon we 
got to a range where we met with people, who infor- 
med us, we were only a day's journey from the town: ud 
when they knew we were Engliſhmen, they aſked if we 
had a paſs, for otherwiſe they aſſured us, the Governor 
of St. Michael's would ſend us all to the mines; and as 
we knew we had no paſs to ſhow, this was a terrible in- 
telligence. We were, however, obliged to go forward, 
and meet our fate, be it as it would. Here we learned, 
that about ſun - ſet we ſhould get to a whigwam, and ſo 
departed. .. 
As we drew near to the towns wy fellow-travellers 
began to fall into the utmoſt deſpair, ſaying, that all 
our labour and travel had been in vain, fince it was evi- 
dent, we were going to fall into the hands of thoſe who 
would make flaves of us for life. I endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade them from fuch dreadful apprchenſions, by put- 
ting 


S -  [ENGLISHMEN,. J.. 
ting them in mind, how often God Almighty had been 
gracioully pleaſed to reſcue us from the moſt imminent 
_ dangers, even in this country: and that, as we had ex- 
perienced ſo many convincing proofs of his providence 
and protection over us, if we ſtill fincerely relied on him, 
we might reſt aſſured, that he never would forſake us in 
the time of our greateſt trouble, but enable us to bear 
the burthen appointed for us, however grievous it 
might ſeem. Wherefore (ſaid I) let us not deſpair, but 
imploring the Almighty's aid, go on with hope and 


cheerfulneſs, not fearing what man can do unto us; for 


jf God be with us, who can be againſt us Ff | 
In the evening we came to the range, that we had 


been before told we ſhould meet with, and we deſired 


leave to ſtay. there til! morning; the people brought us 
a mat to he on, and gave us plantains for our ſupper, 
which, when we had made a fire, we roaſted. .- A great 
ſtorm of thunder, lightning and rain, happened in the 


night, that I thought we fhould have been drowned, 


as we lay on the ground; this obliged us to get up and 


creep to a corner of the range, whele we ſtood till morn- 


ing. | | | 
: The Indians of this part of the country, both men, 
women, and children, ſleep in hammocks made of filk 
graſs; and are exquiſite artiſts at making a ſort of earth- 
en ware, ſiner then any China I ever ſaw, though I had 
ſome time before been among the Chineſe themſelves, 
They make large jars here, one of which will hold ten 
gallons, and not weigh one pound; theſe will endure 


the fire as well as any metal, nor are they eaſily broke 
by a fall or blow. This ware is commonly the colour 


of a ſine vermillion red. Here is alſo abundance of 
cochineal, with which thoſe who are under the Spaniards 


trequently pay their tribute: ſome being compelled to 


pay the king the value of fix dollars, others three a year; 
that what with the king of Spain, and the clergy, 
the poor people have little or nothing left for theme 
elves, t PEP 51 ; 


As ſoon as the ſun was riſen, we ſot out once more 
For St. Michael's, and ſtill ſaw great companies of In: - 


dans flocking thither, on account of the bull-feaſt. Go. 
ing by the fide of a mountain, we gathered ſome fine 


fruit of a golden colour, about the bigneſs of ſmall - 
KOI Fe, Dj Plumbs, 
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plumbs, of which we ate very freely. About noon we 
came into a large woed, where poor Mr, Rounce was: 
fuddenly taken ſo ill, that he was not able to go any 


farther, but fell down on the ground, with all the ſymp= 


toms of death in his countenance. We ſtaid with him 
two hours, during which it thundered and lightened, 


as if all nature was going to be diſſolved. At laſt Mr. 
Baniſter and I reſolved, if poſſible, to get to the town 
before night, and procure ſome help for our fick com- 
. panion, thinking it would be hard to ſuffer him to periſh 


0 near a town, without endeavouring for aſſiſtance; we 


therefore left him, and poſted foreward with the utmoſt - 
expedition ; but we had not gone far before it began 


to rain with ſuch violence, as ſoon forced us to climb: 
up a tree to eſcape drowning. The water preſently roſe 


in ſome places ſo high, that we ſaw four feet and a half. 
We were, at that time, in great perplexity, to think 


what would become of our fellow-traveller, who we 
knew was lying on the ground in a very helpleſs condi- 
tion. At length, when the rain abated, we got down, 


and went on with all ſpeed, and about two hours before 


ſun-ſet came almoſt to the entrance of the town. 
Being ſo near the place, where we expected the 
aſſiſtance we wanted, our hearts failed us, and we began 


to think we had been guilty of the greateſt piece of 


weakneſs imaginable, in having fed ourfelves up with 
the hopes of what there ſeemed not to be the leaſt ſhadow 


of reaſon to expect; for, upon what. account (ſaid we 


one to another) have we made all this ſpeed hither ? To 


whom are we to apply for relief now we are at our jour- 

tends have we here to tell our ſtory 
to? Indecd, all this we might have thought of, without 
having been at the expence ofa tireſome and fatiguing jour» | 
ney. But, ſuch was our care and concern for our friend 


ney's end? Or what fr 


and fellow-ſuffterer, when we ſaw him in-diſtreſs, and 


knew his caſe required immediate help, that-we: were 


ſuddenly. prompted to ſeek relief for him ſome where 
or other, not conſidering, at that time, of whom. it was 
to be had. Had theſe objections occurred before our ſet- 
ting out, we had certainly never left him: till we had 


ſeen him mend or die; and, had we not left him (ſo 

wiſely had Providence ordered it) he had not been in ex- 

iſtence at this day. As we fat contemplating on theſe 
T things, 
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things, and had juſt determined to return from hence 


we came, there happened to paſs by us certain Indians 
who had ſeen us before; they, knowing us again, after 


a little diſcource, enquired where our comrade was; 
we told them, we had left him fick in the woods about 
two leagues off; they faid, if he had eſcaped the ſtorm 
he would have been torn to pieces by tygers before 
morning, and readily offered to go and look for him, and 


bring him to us. This much rejoiced us, as we knew 


them to be ſwift and faithful. 

No ſooner were they gone than we entered the town, 
and preſently a man beckoned to us. It was not our 
buſineſs to neglect any one that would take notice of us, 


and therefore we went directly to him. He aſked, if 


we could ſpeak Caſtiliana, and what diſtreſs had brought 
us hither; upon which I repeated our whole ſtory, 
and told him, we were endeavouring to get to ſome 
Engliſh factory; but he gave us to underſtand, there 
was none nearer than Panama, that we were ſtill four 
hundred leagues from it, and that the inhabitants were 


ſo thin by the way, that we mult ſtarve before we came 


to it: and poſitively affirmed; that, unleſs we could ob- 
tain a paſs from the Governor of St. Michael's, it would 
be impoſlible for us to get out of this part of the coun- 
try; for, that no Indian durſt aſſiſt any man with- 
out one. He therefore adviſed us to make the beſt 


of our way to Wattemall, and ſettle there; but no dif- 
couragements could alter our reſolution of endeavouring . 


to get to our native country, which he perceiving, 
7 us a real of plate, and bade as farewel, which was 
the firſt money we had ſeen in the country. This perſon 
told us he was born at Liſbon in Portugal, and that he 
had lived here many years, and came hither by the way 
of Cape Horn in the South- Sea. | 


Mr. Baniſter and I thought it. our wiſeſt courfe. to pre- 


ſent ourſelves immediately to the Governor, humbly to 
intreat his favour and protection, leſt being ſtrangers in 
the country, we ſhould be miſrepreſented to his Excel- 
lency, and more particularly, as being Engliſhmen. 
Being thus reſolved, we marched on till we came to the 
middle of the town, where the great church ſtands, and 
where alſo is a large plat of ground fenced in with 
bamboes. But I muſt warn the reader not to . 
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this to be the church · yard, there. being no ſuch thing 
in this country, for they always bury the dead here 
within the churches. Here was a great concourſe of 
people, the place being railed in, and ſcaffolded on a 


\ ſides, On one ſeat, more lofty and magnificent than the 
reſt, ſate the Governor in great ſtate, with two Fran- 
ciſcan friars in their habits on each ſide of him. The 


other places were filled with people of all conditions; 


$65.9nthe ground Fs wag of the different forts of 
| rom all parts of the coun» 


ndians, that flocked hither 
try; for, at this time, was held the famous bull- feaſt, 
which we had heard ſo much talked of. It was kept after 
the manner of thoſe in Spain, ſome of which I have been 
prefent at in that country. The bulls were juſt going 


to be combated before the Governor, and this great al- 
ſembly; and great diverfion it was, to ſce the Indians 
dreſſed up in the ſkins of ſeveral wild creatures, and eve - 

ry one imitating. the voice and actions of the reſpective 


beaſt he repreſented to the greateſt perfection. When 
all was ready, a wild bull was turned out, which thoſe 
people attacked with their uſual dexterity, ſtriking him 
full of arrows and darts, which made him ſtart and fling 


about like raving mad; at laſt an Indian rode up on 


borſeback, with ſpear in band, and ſtruck him between 
the: horns, upon which he inſtantly dropt down dead. 


Then tbe hero alighting from his horſe, cut off the cod | 


of the bull, and ſticking it on his ſpear, mounted agai 

and rode up to preſent it to the Governor, attended 
with great. numbers of Indians, ſhouting and dancing 
before him by way of triumph for the victory. After 


this was brought out another bull, at which one on 
horſeback came riding full ſpeed, and thruſt his ſpear. 


into his fide, by which means he laid him on his back; 
then he alighted alſs, and eut off his cod and gars; after 
which the bull got up, and, ran at every thing he ſaw, 
with the utmoſt fury; but ſo far were the combatants rom 


* 


avoiding hin., that ſeveral, who had ſtuffed up the ſkins 
of horſes, with their heads and tails, and juſt left, room 


to {lip thenifelves into the waiſt, made upto the incenſed 


| beaſt, like ſo many centaurs in a full ody, and bated; 
him a long time; but afterwards one, who was free from 


this ineumbrance, leaped: on his back, and rode him for, 


half an hour together, keeping his ſeat fo te hat: 
5 £9088 = ; the 
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the bull could not once throw him, though he endea- 


voured it with all his might. This was done with the 


applauſe of all the beholders ; but whether theſe cham- 
pions expoled their perſons, in theſe feats, after the ex- 

ample . ; | 

and honour of their ladies, or whether the ladies would 

vouchſafe them one ſmile or favour the ſooner for ſo do- 


ing, I cannot tell; but, for our parts, as we did not 


come into this country a knight-erranting, nor volun- 
tarily to ſeek adventures, we were content to be humble 


admirers only of their heroic exploits, and now, as well 
as at other times, to go in queſt of victuals and a reſt» 


ing-place. For this purpoſe, therefore, we went to a 
gentleman's houſe, who is called Maſter del Campo, 
and begged his charity, The firſt queſtion he aſked me, 
was concerning our country and religion. I told him 
we were Engliſhmen, and brought up in the Church of 


England; then, ſaid he, you are no Chriſtians, and ſo, 


giving us two reals of plate, bade us be gone, 


Preſently after this we met the Indians, who had 


brought our fellow traveller with-them from the wood, 
where we had left him. He was very ill of an ague and 


fever; and ſaid, he eſcaped drowning, by rallying of 


ſpirits enough (ſeeing the danger he was in) to ſcramble 
up ahuill, where he ſat till the ſtorm was over; but 
that the waters rolled down from other hills that were 


above him, with ſuch rapidity, that it was with great 


pain he ſaved himſelf from being waſhed down into the 


vallies, where nothing could have prevented his being 
drowned. I told him, we were grown very rich now, 


for that we were maſters of three reals, 


Not long after we had met with Mr. Rounce, - 


a negroe came to us, and faid, we muſt go with him to 
his maſter, which we willingly conſented to. He car- 
ried us to a houſe, where ſat a holy father, and another 
gentleman, who had ſent for us on purpoſe to enquire 
into our ſtory ; which, when I had related, they defired 
to know of what trades or occupations we were? I an- 
ſwered, we had ſpent moſt of our time as mariners, and 
k to little elſe than the knowledge of maritime 

uſineſs. Then the good father afked, if any one of 


us was a carpenter, or a eaulker; for that he had a negroe 


e a building @ veel, which we might ou and 
0 = 55 3 
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he would pay us what we deſired for our labour. 


Though we were not ſuch by profeſſion, yet we readily 


accepted the offer, well knowing we could perform the 


work; upoh which he gave every one of us a real of plate, 


ſaying, we ſhould be lodged in his houſe, and that he 


would provide us with victuals. | 
He then ordered a negroe woman to ſhew us to an 
apartment, where was a fire. As we ſat there, roaſting 


| ſome plantains, with great ſatisfaction at this unexpect- 


ed providence, and, were grown pretty ſleepy, there 


- * ruſhed in upon us a man with a ſpear in his hand, who 


was ſoon followed by ſeveral othe;s. He accoſted us in 
very bluſtering and ſtormy terms, commanding us to 


$0 with him directly before the Governor. As we 


und he came by authority, there was no diſputing it 


with him, for go we muſt; but, however, inſtead of 
deing carried to the Governor, we were all three taken 


to priſon, being told it was too unſeaſonable a time of 
night to diſturb his Excellency, but that in the morn— 


ing we ſhould go before him. In the mean time, we 


-were thruſt into a filthy hole, amongſt all manner of 


3 and guarded by a company of Indians and Ma- 
—A Re; Eee | 

Being ſhut up in this dark and loathſome place, we 
could not help lamenting our hard fate; that now we 


were amongſt Chriſtians, and, as we thought, going to 


be uſed in an hoſpitable manner, we ſhould, inſtead 
thereof, find ſuch cruel treatment, as indeed it proved; 
for in the night a ſcorpion ſtung me on the right thigh, 
ſo that in halfan hour's time Þ was all over in agonies, 


with my teeth looſened in my head, and my tongue 


Hanging out of my mouth. In which condition 1 lay 
groaning, till an Indian, who heard me, came to enquire 


What was the matter; who, ſeeing me in ſuch a way, 


preſently gueſſed at what had been the cauſe of it, and 
faid, that if any poiſonous thing had bit me, we muſt 
ſearch tilt we could find it, or I ſhould be dead by morn- 
ing; whereupon he immediately fetched a light, and 
finding the ſcorpion, killed it, and rubbed the place where 


J was ſtung with it, for a long while, by which means I 


was much amended before morning. | 
The next day came a great many ſtrange Indians to 
ſtare at us, and to ſee what ſort of men we were ; but 
| 35 dodur 
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our keepers would not ſuffer any of them to talk with 
us, or give us the leaſt thing to eat. About noon the 
fame day, there came to us a gentleman of the clergy, 


who when he knew our country and religion, was alſo 


pleaſed to ſay we were no Chriſtians. "This gentleman 


informed us, that the Governor had an Engliſhman be- 


longing.to him, to whom he had ſtood godfather at his 
late baptiſm, and that his Excellency had ſent for him 


to be interpreter between himſelf and us. He called 
. this man Thomas Colorado; which name, as we after- 
wards underſtood, was given him on account of his red 


hair. | | NEW: 

On the third day of our confinement, we were ſent 
for to the Governor's houſe, to be examined, where we 
found our countryman Thomas. After due reſpects paid 
to his Excellency, and that we had obtained his leave 


for ſo doing, I related our whole ſtory to him in brief; but : 


however, took care not to omit the męſt material circum- 


ſtances; and then added, that our wives and children were 
not only in great ſorrow for the loſs of us, but muſt be 


reduced to extreme poverty by this our misfortune, and 


long hindrance from returning home to their relief; (all 


which was really the caſe) and concluded with earneſtly 
intreating he would be pleaſed to grant us a paſs, where- 


ä by we might be enabled to get to an Engliſh factory. 


on which, the Governor ordered that we ſhould be 
whey that he had had ſtrict commands from the King, 
is maſter,” not to ſuffer any Engliſhman to paſs through 
this part of the country; that it was not impoſſible but 


our ſtory might be feigned, and that we might be ſent 


hither as ſpies; but however, we were given to underſtand 
that if we would become new Chriſtians, and be bap- 


tized, that, and nothing elſe, would ſave us from going 
to the mines. To which I replied, with ſome warmth, 


that, as we were ſubjects of England, we could not, 
without violation of the known laws of nations, be de- 


. tained here as priſoners or captives, ata time of ſettled 


peace and good underſtanding, as I ſuppoſed it was, be- 


ween the two crowns; that our king hindered no Spa- 


niard from coming and going, whenand where he thought 


fit in any part of his dominions; and that, as for our 

being ſent to the mines, we were not brought hither as 
criminals to have ſentence paſſed upon us, but came 
EE | only 
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44 THE UNFORTUNATE | 5 
only as ſtrangers and travellers, though poor ones, and 
might rather claim his pity; but for being baptized 
afreſh, we could not, I ſaid, tell what that meant; for 
wie had already been baptized in the Holy Catholic and 
Apoſtolic church, in the faith and communion of which, 
by God's grace, we hoped to continue to the end of our 
lives, whatever ſhould befal us; and that we always 
underſtood it to be againſt the antient opinion and con- 


- Nant practice of the Church to admit of re-baptiſm ; 


that, as to what concerned ceremony only, we were 
.Teſolved to continue in the way we had been taught. 
V pon the cloſe of my diſcourſe, the Governor adviſed 
us to conſider better of the matter for our own ſakes, and 
give a determinate anſwer to our countryman, whom 
we might talk with apart. . 5 
After we were diſmiſſed by his Excellency, I deſired 
Mr. Colorado to inform us how he came into this part 
of the world? who gave us the following account of 
himſelf: that he had been an aſſociate with Spriggs and 
Lowe, two Engliſh pirates, who had been famous many 
years about America, as well as at ſeveral other parts; 
and that being chaſed by a Spaniſh man-of-war, Spriggs, 
Lowe, himſelf, and © ſome others, got on ſhore at 
Truxillo, where the Indian Look-outs killed Lowe, 


. with two or three more, dead on the ſpot; but that he 
| a 


and Spriggs got off, and came to this town : that though 
- he had been a pirate, and guilty of murders, robberies, 
and many other heinous offences, he was now become 
even as a new-born babe; for that he had been bapti- 
zed by an holy father; adding,. that if we did but know 
as much as he, we ſhould gladly. embrace the kind offer 
the Governor had made us, who, if we incured his diſ- 
pleaſure, by obſtinately rejecting his beneficence, might 
have proſecuted us as ſpies; the conſequence of which, + 


would be, if we were convicted as ſuch, no leſs than 


death itſelf; and, continued he, it is reported by the In- 
dians, who are come hither from ſeveral parts, that 
you have taken obſervationofthe country, and enquired 
the names of towns and places as you have. paſſed along. 
To which I anſwered, that, had we been employed as. 
dies, we ſhould have been ſupported in another manner 
han what he ſaw; and {urely, ſaid I, no man breath - 


oh 


pain- 


ing would have been prompted by curioſity only, to ſo 
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painful and hazardous an undertaking; wherefore, 
there is nothing more plain, than that we are poor un- 
happy wretches, ſtruggling for the freedom of once 
more breathing our native air. Had we not made ſuch 
der > by the way, ſaid I, it would have been im- 
poſſible for us to have got thus on our intended 1 
upon the whole, I deſired him to acquaint the Governor 
that we were firmly reſolved to ſtand or fall by our own 
religion. „ | 
The Governor's lady, who was a Meſtie, and had 
heard our misfortunes, ſent for me to talk with her, de- 
firing to know our caſe, and whether we had wives and 
children? When I told her we really had, ſhe took 
great compaſſion on us, promiſing to uſe her intereſt 
with her huſband to grant us a paſs, and to procure us 
what other aſſiſtance ſhe could, and ordered victuals to 
be given us in a very courteous manner ; after which 
we were remanded back to our priſon, where we found 
it was whiſpered, that we ſhould be put to death; but, 
however, in two days after, Providence ordered it ſo, 
that this good lady obtained the paſs ſhe had promiſed 
me ſhe would endeavour to procure; upon which we were 
releaſed from our confinement, and went to return the 
Governor and his lady thanks on our knees, who each of 
them gave us a real apiece, with three hats made of cane 
— by the Indians, and wiſhed us well, and ſafely 
to return home to our own country. Theſe hats were of 
great ſervice to us afterwards, in ſhading us from the 
vehemence of the ſun, to which we had been ſo much 
expoſed before, that Mr. Baniſter had thereby almoſt 
loſt his ſight. Mr. Rounce continued all this while very 
bad of his ague and fever. 8 | 
We were directed by our paſs to go to a place cal- 
led Contyagua, where we were to ſhew it to the Indians 
of that place, that we might croſs the great Gulph of 
Conſeca, or Amapala, which is about thirty or forty 
leagues from hence, Thomas Colorado, for I knew 
bim by no other name, gave us an invitation to call at 
his houſe, about eight leagues from St, Michael's, ſay- 
ing, it was In our way to the place whither we were go- 
ing ; and that his wife, who was an Indian, would give 
us a kind reception, as being his countryman, We ac- 
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cepted the offer, and ſet out accordingly, leaving him 
at St. Michael's. 5 es 


When we had got two or three leagues from the 
town, we came to ſome high mountains, which made us 


ſuppoſe we had miſtaken our way, as we had no infor- 
mation that we ſhould meet with any ſuch thereabouts; 
but, about ſun- ſet, we found out a path that led us to a 
range, where were people, of whom we enquired if they 
knew ohe Thomas Colorado, and where his houſe ſtood ? 


They ſaid, they knew ſuch a one very well, and that he 
lived about four leagves off. We ſtaid with them all 
night, and in the morning they directed us to his houſe, 
As we went along we met a rake, fo called in this coun- 


try, which is a company of mules, employed to carry 
goods to and fro, as our pack-horfes are in England, 
'This rake confiſted of about forty mules, and was going 
to ſome indico works, to get lading, as the drivers told 


us. Mr. Rounce being very ill this day, and not able 
to walk, we left him, about noon, near an old range, 
and went foreward to ſeek for help. Before ſun-ſet we 
came to a great run of water, on the other fide of which 


was a large houſe with fine indico works, and 
ſuppoſing it to belong to our countryman Thomas, we. 
waded over to them directly; but were agrecably ſur- 
prized to find the good father, who had en paged us at 


, to be the 
maſter both-of the houſe and works. He happening to 


be here himſelf at this time, made very much of us, 
| kindly enquiring how we got out of our late ſtraits, and 
- what was become of our companion. We told him we 


had left him fick at a range, and how far it was off; 
upon which he immediately called ſome Indians, and gave 


them orders to go and wy him hither along with them. 


After they were gone, I got a mule, and went with 
another Indian in ſearch of him myſelf, leſt thoſe who 

were gone before ſhould miſtake the place; but he was 
not where I left him, nor could he be found by any of 


us, which made us conclude, that by endeavouring to fol- 


low us, he had ſtrayed out of his way, and ſo would never 
be heard of any more; and ſo having given him quite 
over for loſt, we returned to the old gentleman, who, 


the next morning, ordered the ſame Indians, to go and 


ſearch about for him till they could find him, Then he 
F 5 | | gave 
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Dave us a razor, and bade us ſhave ourſelves, which was 


What we never had an opportunity to do before, fince we 


left our ſhip ; and, at the ſame time, acquainted us there 
lived an Engliſhman hard by, who was a doctor of phy- 
fic (as he was pleaſed to ſtyle him) whom, he ſaid, he 
would ſend for to us; which he accordingly did, and 
about noon the gentleman came, and expreſſed. great 
ſatisfaction at the interview, but ſaid he was ſorry 
to ſee us in ſo indigent a condition, and himſelf not a- 


ble to aſſiſt us. He informed us that he had been eigh- 


teen years in this country, that he had lived eight years of 
that time in this place, and we were the firſt perſons he 
had ſeen from England in all that time; that his name 
was Henry Grace, and was born at Speak, Speek, or 
Fpeke Hall, near Liverpool, in Lancaſhire, where his 
father and ſon were, if living, and enjoyed a handſome 
eſtate, and, ſorrowfully, ſaid he ſhould never ſee them 
nor the,place again, not being able to undergo the fa- 
tigue of ſuch a journey; but that he would ſend a letter 
to his father by me, which, if I ſhould be ſo happy as 


to get to England, he begged me to deliver, which let- 


ter, ſince my return home, I had an opportunity of de- 
livering into the old gentleman's hands, to his great 
ſurpriſe and joy, This evening, the men who were 
ſent in queſt of our fick comrade, brought him to us ; 
'he had been taken up by ſome Indians, and carried to 
the houſe of Mr. 3 where he ſtaid till they 
found him out. ' | 


Mr. Grace was deſired to aſk if we were willing to go | 


and caulk the veſſel belonging to the worthy gentleman 
whoſe houfe we were in; to which we anſwered, we 
were willing to do that or any thing for him that lay in 
our power; then the next s ch he gave us ſome cover- 
ing for our bodies, which was the firſt we had in the 
country, and ordered mules to be got ready to-carry us 


to the veſſel, which lay at the fide of a river, called the - 


River Limpo; that is to ſay, the clean river, that diſ- 
embogues itſelf into the South-Sea. Being come thi- 
ther, we found the negro and ſome Indians at work on 


her, and thought ſhe ſomewhat reſembled Noah's ark. 


All the tools they had, were an axe, a chiſſel, and an 
auger; wherefore we fell to work in the firſt place, and 
made ourſelves tools of wood, proper for the buſineſs. 
: | | 7 Our 
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Our oakum was the outfides of cocoa-nuts, We were 


— 


ſixteen days caulking this veſſel, which would carry 


twenty-two mules acroſs the river ; and there happened 


ſuch a ſtorm of rain that the water roſe above twenty 

feet in one night, and floated our veſſel off the ſtocks. 
When we had finiſhed our work we returned to our 

maſter's houſe ; but ſtrangely were we ſurpriſed, at our 


entrance, to find two of our ſhip's company there, 


whom we had left behind, with the reſt, at St. Peter's 

Solio, when we made our eſcape from thence, little ex- 
pecting to ſee any of them again. Theſe were John 
Holland, our carpenter, who was ſo grievouſly wound- 
ed in the engagement, that we had given him over, 
long ſince, as a dead man; and John Balman, who were 
moſt pitiful objects of compaſſion, being almoſt ſtar- 
ved todeath. They told us, after we were gone, they were 


very cruelly uſed, having ſcarce any thing allowed them 
to ſubſiſt on, and expected every day to be ſent to the 


mines, which was the reaſon that they, as ſoon as they 
were able to crawl, with two others, namely, Thomas 
Locker and Thomas Robinſon, ſtole-out of the town b 
night, by means of the Indians and negroes, who band 
ed them from one to another, and all the way directed 
them after us till they had got thus far; but that they 
had avoided coming hither by the way of St. Michael's, 
leſt they ſhould-be ſent to the mines. They ſaid they 
had ſuffered very much on account of not underſtanding 
what was ſpoken to them, or being underſtood, and 
that the other two who ſet out with them not being able 


to travel far, they had left them by the way, with ſome In- 
- dians, whe would take care of them, We defired to 


know, if there was no enquiry made after us, when we 
left St. Peter's > They ſaid there were Indians ſent 


to ſearch for us; but, at their return, they reported 


they could hear nothing concerning us. This we knew 
could proceed only from the good nature of the people, 


for nothing would have been eaſier for them, had they 


been ſo minded, than to have overtaken us. 
We and our friends bong now. well refreſhed, and 
having all got trowzers on, 


no contemptible circumſtances, and that it was high time 
to take leave of qur kind benefactor, who would gladly 
have detained us; but, as he knew our reſolution of 

b PT OTE; go- 


egan to think ourſelves in 


28 oy wh — r ‚ T7 — OP ⁰ ⁰ -T ˙ en OL TP Rn * 


; 8 ENGLISHMEN. 3 
ing to the Engliſh Factory, he uſed no unreaſonable 
importunity, and, at parting, gave us eight pieces of 
eight, as a requittal for our ſervices done him. 
Being new rich and able, as we thought, to aſſiſt our 
8 ſhip-mates, we reſolved to ſhare their fortunes; 

ut then the grievance was, our paſs could ſerve on- 
ly for us three, to whom 1t was given ; and how to pro- 
cure another we could not tell. At laſt we agreed to go 
back again to St. Michael's, and try our intereſt with 
Thomas Colorado, on that head. Accordingly, we 


made all poſſible haſte thither; but when we came near 


the town, in the morning, after a two days journey, 
we began to fear that the Governor might recede from 
his favours, and inſtead of complying with our requeits- 
ſecure us all. Upon this conlideration, we propoſed 


to them, to go to the Governor by themſelves, if they 


could get admittance, and plead their own caſe, whilſt we 
croſſed the river at St. Michael's, and waited their 
coming in a wood about three leagues off, that we had 
been informed lay in our way to Contyagua, they, ſee- 
ing we could do no otherwiſe, accepted the propoſal; 


hereupon, we departed to the place appointed, and they 
entered the town to negotiate the affair, and ſucceeded 


therein ſo ſpeedily, by Colorado's means, that by even- 
ing they returned to us in the wood, having their paſs in 
their hands, not being ſo much as ſuſpected for ſpies. 


We congratulated them on their good ſucceſs, and im- 
puted it, in ſome meaſure, to this, that the Governor 
| having beheld them in the ſame ſad condition he had ſeen 


us, and heard them give the ſame account of themſelves, 
he might probably ſay to himſelf, as Joſeph did to his 
brethren, that now he knew we were true men, and 


not ſpies. We reſolved now to ſtick cloſe by one. ano- 


ther for the future, ſecing we were enabled fo to do. 
From this wood, we travelled to a favanna, where 


we law a great many tame cows going up to a large 


range to be milked. We followed them, and obtained 
leave of the people to flay all night, and had milk and 
plantains given us in plenty. "Theſe people told us, 
we might get to Contyagua in three days, but that 
there were no inhabitants by the way ; upon this notice, 


we purchaſed ſome jerk's beef and plantains of them, 


to take along with us, and in the 'morning left them, 
Ys JI and 
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Fo THE UNFORTUNATE 
and paſſed over ſeveral high and cragged rocks, that 
proved very bad for our feet, EY 
About noon we came to a fine ſpring, near which grew 
ſome tall trees, under the ſhade thereof we made a fire, 
and dreſſed / part of our beef and plantains, not knowing 
when we might have ſuch another opportunity. By 
evening we got to ſome indico works, near which, 
_ conſidering the poverty of the country, ſtood a fine 
houſe; here we wh wh to have met with the Gran- 
dee Spamiards, but found only one Indian, who told us, 
the houſe was not habitable, becauſe of the - vermin 
that infeſted it; nevertheleſs, we bleſſed the Almigh- 
ty for providentially directing us. to this place, to ſhel- 
ter ourſelves from the inclemency of the. weather; for 
at our coming here it rained prodigiouſly, and we 
__ plainly perceived a tempeſtuous night was coming on, 
and ſo indeed it proved ;. but to guard as much as we 
could againſt the vermin, we made a great fire, yet, 
neveriheleſs, the muſkitoes ſo intolerably plagued us, 
that we thought it impoſſible to undergo a greater 
puniſhment. As ſoon as day appeared, we departed 
from hence, and ſteered our courſe up a mountain ; 
from whence, on the left-hand, we diſcovered the great 
Gulph of Fonſeca ar Amapala, that we were to croſs ; 
having got down this mountain, we found a path that 
Jed us up another, .on:the top thereof ſtood the town of 
Contyagua, which is nothing more than a number of 
_ ' whigwams placed thick together. | | 
We found 4n it many women ane children, but not 
the face of a man could be ſeen, for it ſeems, they were 
all gone a hunting. As the women were always pretty 
thy of us, we thought it beſt to atk but few queſtion till 
the men returned. Accordingly, we ſtaid till evening, 
and the firſt we met was one bearing a white wand, this 
we ſuppoſed to be the Alcald, or Indian Governor; 
and underſtanding from himſelf that he was fuch, we 
delivered him our paſſes; but percciving that he could 
not read them, J. offered my ſervice, and read them to 
him. When he underſtood the purpert of them, he 
told me, the firſt canoe ty at went ſhould tranſport us over 
the Gulph, ang then ſhewed us to a range where he 
ſaid, we ſhould ber intertained till that time. For our paſ- 
Es ran, that we ſhould have all things free till we had 
+ | . 
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55 paſſed the Gulph, though all perſons, as well Spanihrds 


as natives, muſt have paſſes, and pay ten pieces of 


eight each for their ee beſides the expence of their 
diet by the way; ſo greatly had the Governor of St. 


Michael's favoured us. Indeed our intertainment pro- 
ved but ſmall; victuals being ſo very fcarce in theſe 
mountains, that, during the ſix days of our ſtay here, 
we taſted nothing but plantains. On the ſeventh day, 
two canoes being ready to depart, we embarked therein, 
two of us in one canoe, and three in the other. We 
ad eight Indians to row in each canoe, in caſe the 
weather ſhould not admit of ſailing. | 

In this Gulph of Fonfeca, Mapala, or Amapala, 
are many iſlands, ſome five, ſome fix, or ſeven miles 
long, aftording abundance of cocoa-nuts and plantains ; 


to get which, on the ſecond day after our embarkation, 


we landed on one of them, whilſt the Indians went to 


dive for pearl. When they returned, we made a feaſt _ 


of our plantains, and their pearl-oyſters that have a fine 
taſte, and eat better than any oyſters T ever met with. 
We took care, while we were on the Ifland, to roaſt a 
good ſtore of plantains, and beſides, provided ourſelves 
with a ſufficient quantity of freſh water, to lift us the 
voyage, we having yet forty leagues to ſail. Theſe 
iſlands are ſo infeſted with wild beaſts, that no one ever 
ſays on them after ſun- ſet. In this paſſage abundance of 
rain fell, and terrible ſqualls of wiad ; ſo that very often 
the canoes could hardly be kept above water. The In- 
dians had each of them a hide to keep off rain, but 
we were reed to ſtand all weathers, After paſſing many 
ilands, on the fourth day, Baniſter and I, being in a ca- 
noe, that had outſailed the reſt, got to the other ſide of 
the gulph, and went directiy up a lagoon full of man- 

groves, which rendered the e difficult. When we 


bad got about twenty miles up it, we found a range cloſe 


by the water - ſide ; there we landed, not a little rejoiced 


at ſetting our feet once more on ſhore, for the weather 


Had proved very rigorous, and we wholly/expoſed to it. | 


This range was not inhabited, by reafon of the vermin 
with which it was over-run. The Indians make uſe of it 


only as a ſhelter at their firft landing, and to ſlow their 
goods in, while the mules are getting reudy to take them 
away. ” Fn 
Mr. Bamſter and I, not being able to ſtay here till 
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our companions ſhould arrive, defired the Indians to di- 
rect us to ſome inhabitants, where we deſigned to ſtay, 


and wait their coming. They directed us to a town, 


to which we got about ſun-ſet, and therein took up our 
night's lodging; but at this place there was no ſort of 
Proviſion to be had at any rate, though we could now 


Have purchaſed ſome, had it been to be got. There 


was not a man to be ſeen in the town, and the poor wo- 


men there looked like pictures of famine ; and well they 


might, for they had nothing but green ſuppotoes, which 
they boiled to ſubſiſt on, things ſcarcely eatable for any 
creature. This dearth obliged us to lay aſide the 
thoughts of ſtaying for our company, and go forward. 
About noon the next day, we came to the old town 
of Pueblo Vaco, where was a church and many houſes, 
but few people to be ſeen. At laſt I ſaw a lady, in 
one houſe, very well dreſſed, to whom we went and 


| begged her charity. She preſently made chocolate, 
giving us plentifully, which was more acceptable to us 


at that time than gold. Whilſt I was relating part of 


our hiftory to this lady, who was a Meſtie, in came her 
huſband, who was of the ſame mixture of people as her- 


ſelf, that is, between Spaniſh, Indian, and Malatta, 
which mungrel breed is held almoſt in the ſame eſteem. 
here as real Spaniards. When this gentleman had heard 


ſomething of our ſtory, and underſtood we were endea- 


vouring to get to the South-Sea, he infonned us, that 
there was a town called Realejo, or Riolego, about two 
days journey from hence, where ſometimes awived veſ- 
ſels from Panama, and that there we ſhould have a good 
chance to get a conveyance to that place. Then I told 


him, we defired to ſtay only till our fellow-travellers, 


whom we. had left in a canoe, in the Gulph of Fonſeca, 

ſhould overtake us. But finding noencouragement to ſtay 

here we ſet forward for Realejo. | 5 
At ſun-{et we came to an Indian village, utterly for- 


ſaken by every creature, which made us conclude not 


to lodge in it, but go on. We had not gone above two 
miles before we met fome Indians, going: towards the 
village with plantains, of whom we enquired the way 
to Realejo; they anſwered, that here was no travelling 
by night, and therefore perſuaded us, to turn back with 
them to the village, which we agreed to. As we were 
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going along, they told us, there had been a diſtemper 
raging in theſe parts, which had ſwept away molt of the 
men, and that the women and children that were left, 
not being able to hunt about in the woods and moun- 
tains as the men daily do, were almoſt ſtarved to death. 
We imagine the reaſon of our not being ſooner told the 
cauſe of the great ſcarcity of victuals in thoſe parts, pro- 
ceeded from the fears the people might form to them- 
ſelves of our taking advantages of their preſent weak- 


neſs, which, perhaps, were heightened, by hearing we ex- 


pected company to join us ; but ifthey had ſuch a dread, 


they were very unjuſt to us; we were not io profligate 
9 1 7 P 2 


and ungrateful as to offer injury, had it been in our 
power, to a harmleſs people, that, in our greateſt dii- 
treſs, had all along ſuccourcd and relieved us; though 
at the ſame time, they were poſſeſſed with notions, that 
ſhould they ever fall into the hands of the Engliſh, we 
ſhould repay their generoſity a Page rigour 
and crueky, Theſe notions, that we could hardly ever 
diſſuade them from entertaining, they mult have learn- 
ed from run-away negrocs, who ſometimes make their 
eſcape ' hither from ſome of our Weſt-India iſles; or 
more probably and generally from the - Spaniards, who. 
are induſtrious in creating an averſion. in theſe people 
againſt thoſe of our nation. But to return to my nar- 
ration, we gave theſe poor Indians two reals for two 
plantains, and the leg of a fowl; and the next day got 
to Realejo, where, according to cuſtom, we went about 
the town looking for ſomething, to eat, but could meet 
with no ſuch thing. We ſaw only a few women, one 
of them a negroe, whom I aſked, if ſhe could put us in 


the way to ſatisfy our hunger? She ſaid here was Indian 


corn, but it was very dear, and but little to be had for 
a real ; but that, if we could purchaſe any, ſhe would make 
us ſome turtillias, and we might be 1 . in her houſe, 
We embraced the offer, and gave her money to diſpoſe 
of as ſhe thought beſt, In the two days that we ſtared 
here, came our three fellow-travellers, whom we left 
behind, with grievous complaints of having been ſtarved, 
and that they had eaten nothing for four days paſt, We 
prefently comforted them by calling for our turtillias, of 
which they ate very eagerly. At this place we ſaw two 
flups on the ſtocks, which were not yet planked, nor 
| Ds. 6-5; 
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their decks laid ; but the Indians were buſy in hewing 


out planks from trees, which were bent by nature, and 


feemed ready fitted for the veſſel, in the ſame manner as 
we bend our ſawed planks by fire. Theſe ſhips were 


built of cedar, and could carry about three hundred 


tons. Their floor, timbers, and top, were all of one 


iece. They were bound for Acapulco and Peru; but 
no veſſel could we find here to anſwer our expectation. 
I talked with a Spaniard, who told me of a place called 


| Nicoya, the moſt likely of any that he knew of to meet 
with a bark for Panama, for that veſſels often. came from 


thence to Nicoya, to take in tallow and jerk-beef. 
Then he directed us to go to an holy father, who 


lived in this town, and crave his aſſiſtance; we went 


accordingly, and made our application to him; upon 
which he ordered us every one a plantain, After this, 
we returned to our black landlady, who ſtood our beſt 
triend, and had provided a hot ſupper againſt our com- 
ing back. Sheadviſed us to go directly to Leon, which 


was a large city, where was a Spaniſh Governor, to 


v hich place we might get in two days; to ſtay here any 
toyger, ſhe ſaid, would be to ſtarve ourſelves to death. 


Mie took her advice, and the morning following, ſhe 
put us in the road to Leon, | py | 
By noon we came to an Indian town, where, as we 


heard, lived a friar, a good man, to whom we applied 
for help, and he was ſo charitable, as to give us every 
one a real. We made no ſtay here, but went on, and 
about ſun-ſet got to another village, where we endea- 
voured to get ſomething to eat, but could not; however 
we were conducted to a range to ſleep in for that night. 

About noon the next day we entered the town of Leon, 
and the ſirſt enquiry we made was after the Governor, 
whom we meant to addreſs before any body; but, we 
were told, he was gone out of town. Leon is a large 


and populous town, — great church,and a fine con- 


vent filled with devotees. We went one day to the convent 


to aſk charity, where the fathers preſently aſked, if we 
were Chriſtians ? When I told them we were, they de- 
fired to be informed, by whom we had been baptized ? 

I told them, by clergymen of the Church of England. 
Why then, ſaid they, you are no Chriſtians, for they 


| have no power to baptize, who are married and mo i 
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children. As they were diſcourſing me > upon this head, 
came a negroe woman, and faid that her maſter Don 
Emanuel defired to ſpeak with us; we went with her 
immediately to his houſe, where he aſked us ſuch queſ- 


tions only as good nature and curiofity ſuggeſted, all wich 


J refol ved the beſt { could. When he heard we had de- 
livered our paſſes to the Alcald of Contyagua, before we 
croſſed the great Gulph, and were now without any, he 
faid, we muſt have one, for otherwiſe there would be 
no travelling ; and was very ſorry, that his father, 


whom he ſtyled our countryman, though born in Ireland, 
and who was treaſurer and ſecretary to the Governor, 


and could do as he pleaſed with him, ſhould be out of 
town at this critical juncture ; for had he been in the 


way, he aſſured us, we ſhould have had a paſs immedi- 


ately; but he promiſed to go with us the next day to 
the Alcald Major, or Sub-Governor, and try to get 

one from him. He went with us according to promiſe, 
and obtained the paſs, and then advifed us to go to 


Granada, where he ſaid veſſels were frequently built to 
go to Porto- Bello; which advice of our good friend we 
refolved to follow. This gentleman treated us with 


extraordinary kindneſs and hoſpitality the time we ſtaid 
at Leon, which was three days; after which we took 
leave of him, and ſet out for Granada, i 

We left Leon in the morning, and the ſame a7 in 
the evening got to an Indian village, and ſhewed our 

ſs to the Alcald of the place; but, as he could not read 
it, I told him, that the Governor had commanded all the 
Alcalds, where we ſhould come, to provide us with vic- 


tuals; but he gave us to underſtand, it was not in bis 
power ſo to do, for that the inhabit{nts here had little 
or nothing for themſelves, and that he feared we ſhould 


hear the ſame complaint in other places; and ſo in re- 


_ ality we did, wherever we went, for eighteen days to» 
_ gether, after we left this village ; and above all, the 


greateſt -miſery was, that water was as ſcarce in theſe 


parts as victuals; inſomuch, that whenever we came to 


any puddle, or tracks of beaſts feet, where moiſture had 
gathered, though it were diſcoloured, and ſtunk ever {6 


much, we never failed to lay ourſelves down and drink 


it up, and I, may ſay with ſatisfaction. Our only food 


in thay $ time was a few poor dry berries, ſuch as our hips 
D n and 


and haws. However, as bad as they were, we were glad 
| - when we found any, for they were not always to be had. 
| We paſled through many villages, that ſtood pretty thick 
| in a fine country, eaſy for the feet, and delightful to 
| the eye, having here-and-there thickets of trees and 
li groves, with riſing and falling ground, that afforded 
\ beautiful proſpects. Gs 
* At length we came to a mountain, which we were 
| obliged to paſs over, from the top of which we could 
1 ſee the great lake of Nicaragua. Having deſcended 
tis mountain, we came to an Indian village, where we 
| I ſaw three gentlemen of an order of friars, who ſeut for 
| 
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1 us, and examined us ſtrictly of our country and religion; 
5 but more particularly concerning our preſent ſtate and 
government. To all which I anſwered as I could. Theſe 
| om were on the way frum Granada to Leon. 
They provided us the beſt ſupper we had met with a long 
(Wl time, and moreover gave every oneof us a real, and be- 
1 ſides provided us with a night's lodging. 1, 
1 The next morning we got to the lake of Nicaragua, 
10 and keeping along the ſide of it, we paſſed through many 
14 villages, and at laſt came into the town of Granada, and 
1 Ment rectly to the Alcald Major, who is always a Spa- 
| 


11 niard, and ſhewed him our paſs; upon which he gave us 
Wi two reals a-picce,-and ſaid, we muſt be lodged in priſon 
THE whilſt we ſtaid here, but not be kept as priſoners under 
Wl 4 - : confinement, for we ſhould every day. have our liberty 
5 to go about the town as we pleaſed; ſo that this was no 
great mortiſication to us. N 4 
Wt | Granada is very large, and has three churches, with 
0 | convents for ſeveral holy orders in it. Perceiving a 
"M1 numerous: clergy here, we thought proper to intreat 
WH | their aſſiſtance, and ſome relieved us, and ſome did not. 
jy ri | We found that at this town cocoa paſſes as current coin; 
ſeventy nuts of which were valued at a real of plate, 
A gentleman, who is Receiver-General of the King's 
revenues in this part of the country, came one day to 
the priſon, on purpoſe to aſk us ſome queſtions concerns, 
| ing our misfortunes, which when I had anſwered, he 
| bade us come to his houſe every day, where we ſhould - 
| ever find relief; and for the preſent gave us a large mat 
1 to ſleep on, for till then we lay on the bare ground. 
| 14 This gentleman having a ſhip that traded in the iy 
| os 95 . | ea, 
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Sea, offered, if we would ſtay here, to employ us there- 
in; but I replied, that we were determined to get to 
our own ccuntry, if poſſible ; that otherwiſe we would-: 


gladly have ſerved him. Here being ſome flat-bottom= 
ed veſſels building to go to Porto-Bello, by the way, of 


the lake of Nicaragua, we went to the maſter of one of 


them, to try if we could get a paſſage with him; 


wo ſail, that if we could procure a paſs, pernitting 


us to go by the caſtle of St. John, ſtanding on an ifland 


in the neck of the lake, about 4 leagues from hence, 


he would not only give us our paſſage, but pay us hand- 


 ſomely for our labour. This caſtle of St. John's com- 


mands all veſſels that paſs up the lake, the channel be- 
ing fo narrow, and full of bars and ſhoals, that it is 


impoſſible for any veſſel to ſail up it, and not borrow 

eloſe upon the caſtle ; for that reaſon he durſt not take 
us without a paſs. The Governor »f the caſtle being 
at this time at Granada, in whoſe power only it was to 


grant us ſuch a paſs, we went and petitioned him on 
that matter, at the ſame time ſetting forth our great 
hardſhips, our inability. to endure more, and remon- 
ſtrating, that if he did not grant us this favour, ſo much, 


and immediately in his power, we ſhould be compelled. 
to travel many hundreds of leagues out of our way, and 


go over the mountains of Nicaragua, a thing deemed 
impracticable for foot paſſengers; and, in ſhort, that 
we were informed, we had all the moſt difficult part of 
the country yet to go through, and in the worſt ſeaſon 
of the year, that is, the time of the rains. His reply 


was, that he had inſtructions from the king of Spain 


not to ſuffer any Engliſhmen to paſs up or down the 


lake, and that therefore he neither could nor would 


comply with our requeſt. This flat denial utterly dit- 


mayed us; yet, what is very natural to perſons driven 


even to deſpair itſelf, that is, to hover about the 
thing on which they have once built their hopes, which 
was now our caſe. We could not forbear hankering 
about the lake of Nicaragua, thinking how eafily we 
might have attained our ends that way, could we have 
obtained a paſs. _. 5 f 

As we were walking up and down in this penſive 
mood, we chanced to meet a company of Iadians, a- 
70 
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to be atmoſt ſtarved to death, We aſked him how long. 
he had been in this country? He ſaid almoſt five years, 
and that he had travelled from place to place, in hopes 
of getting out of it, but ſtill never the nearer to his 
journey*s end. He told us his name was Robert Barn- 
well, and born at Weft Cheſter, It ſeems he had been 
taken in the manner we had been, and ſet on ſhore with 
feveral others, who are all at preſent dead, and he only 
left alive to bemoan his hard fate. He ſaid, That 
„he had tried every way he could think of to get 
- 4 home to England, but that alt his endeavours had 
% proved unſucceſsfub ; ſe that now he never expected 
* to leave this country: he ſaid likewiſe, that the laſt 
< effort he made to that end, was. by prevailing with 
% the maſter of a veſſel, who was bound from Granada 
4 to Porto-Belo, by way of the lake, to take him as. 
long with him y but that when they came to the Caſ- 
. *6 tle of St. John's, he was diſcovered, and turned back; 
for that the Spaniards ſhould ſay, if once the Eng- 
«. !:h came to know the nature of this lake, they would 
4 {oon become maſters of this part of the country.” | 
The lake of Nicaragua vents' itſelf into the North- 
Sea, and though it be very ſhallow, is about fifteen! 
leagues broad in the wideſt part, but near the caſtle it 
is not above a mile over, as Barnwell informed us. 
When we had heard: thus much of his ſtory, we ac- 
quainted him with part ef ours, and ſaid, that ſince 
_ our late difappointment; we had agreed (by the help of 
God) to-go to Nicoya; and that, if he was willing-to- 
bear us company, we ſhould take our chance together. 
He was very well pleaſed with the propoſal ; but as he 
Was Ack and weak, feared he ſhould not be able to per- 
form the journey; however, we comforted” him, by 
ſaying, he might ſtay here till.-he- had got ſtrength, for 
that we were obliged to wait for our carpenter, who was 
at work in building a veſſe}, at which he could earn 
two Spaniſh dollars a-day. He was employed eight 
days, and received his wages, with which he. purcha- 
fed himſelf a frock, that in reanty was worth no more 
than two ſhillings ſterling ; ſo exceſſively dear are all- 


ſorts of cloathing here. . 
At this time, an accident happened in the priſon 
where we lodged, that might have proved fatal 


to us, 
had 


- 
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Had not ſome precaution been uſed. The matter was 
this: five Malatta men, that were cloſely confined in 
Irons for the barbarous murder of an Alcald Major, 
were paſſed from St, Michael's to this town, in order to 
be ſent to the caſtle of St. John's, there to remain dur- 
ing life. Two of theſe very fellows came in one of our 
canoes, when we croſſed the great Gulph of. Fonſeca, 
being at that time loaded with irons. Theſe men were 
laid for the preſent among other criminals, in the next 
room to us; and one night, when we were aſleep, they 
called out, as if in great ſurprize,. to an old Indian who 
lay in the room with us, who was an officer of ſome au- 
thority, as well in the town as in the priſon, He ſtart- 
ing ſuddenly. out of his fleep at the noiſe, catched up a 
light, and ran to ſee what was the matter. When he 
had unlocked the outward door, ſuppoſing the inward 
one to be faſt as he had found that, the villains ruſhed 
upon him, and, in a violent manner, laid on him with 
ſtaves, until thev killed him. Awakened by this tumult, 
and ſuppoſing it to be among the priſoners, for we miſſ. 
ed the old man, we got up between fleeping and wak-- 
ing, and ran to enquire into the cauſe of the diſturbance. 
By the time we had got to the place where we thought 
we heard the noiſe, it ceaſed, and we found all in dark- 
neſs. At laſt, we chanced to ſtumble over a body 
that lay in the door- way of the place where theſe men 
were kept. We endeavourcd to raiſe it, but perceiving 
no ſigns of life in it, we concluded the ruffians had broke 
their goal, and murdered the od gentleman, eur cham- 
der- Fellow, and that this was Eis body. The thoughts of 
which threw us into a terrible conſternation ; eſpecially, 
when we reflected, that we being wanderers in a ſtrange: 
land, under no ſmall. degree of odium, might be held in 
ſuſpicion of being acceſſary with. them in ſo herrid a 
crime, and, perhaps, be puniſhed as being guilty of the 
fact. Upon this conſideration, I adviſed, that we ſflould 
go forthwith to the Alcald Major of: the town, and 
acquaint him with what had happened. We did ſo, and 
though it was in the dead of night, he roſe, and came 
himſelf along with us to the priſon, but took care tobe 
well guarded by his officers. And as we 'went along, he- 
tughly commended our * 8 fidelity in this 5 


bo + THE UNFORTUNATE 
At our return to the priſon, we were very glad to find 
our old friend, whom we had ſuppoſed to be dead, re- 
vived, though much bruiſed, and affſicted for the toſs 
of his priſoners, who had made their eſcape, and lefr 


their chains aud ſhakles behind them ſtrewed about in 


leces. — | ; : 
* The Alcald ordered ſtrict ſearch to be made after them. 
And the next day they were found to have taken ſanctu- 
ary in a church belonging to a monaſtery of Franciſcan 
friars who refuſed to deliver them up to juſtice, ſaying, 
fince they had fled hither, they were bound to ſhelter 


„ 


them from the rigour of the law. We thankfully ac- 


knowledged the good Providence, that had directed eve- 


imputation of confederacy with theſe vile wretches, 
though we had, before we came here, been obliged to 
travel ſome way. with them. 
_ Whilſt we Raid here, canoes arrived frequently with 
Indians who dwelt on the other fide of the lake, and 
Who brought with them creatures like a guana, or ra- 
ther a lizard, but as big as a maſtiff-dog. Theſe are 
_ fold in Granada at a great price, and they that can af- 
ford to eat ſo delicately are- happy. I have eat of them, 
and though their look is not altogether inviting, yet 
when they are dreſſed, they taſte better than any fowl. 
-- - Theſe Indians differ both in features and complection 


From ny other Indians I ever ſaw, and having hair of 
an unuſual length, are therefore commonly called the, 


long-haired Indians. 


When we had given over all thoughts of getting "Is 


way from hence by ſhipping, I made it my buſineſs to 


* 


tains of Nicaragua; but, at the ſame time, they aſſured 
us, it was impoſſible to travel over them on foot, and 


without arms, on account of the tygers, and other 
beaſts of prey that ſwarmed there. owever, as we 


bad no choice ts make, we knew we muſt run all ha- 
zards, and put it to the venture. It had rained almoſt 
all the time of our being here, therefore we knew eit 
moſt be bad travelling. But having picked up what 
. we could to help us on the way, after a ſtay of ten days, 
2.4 | FF | a 


ry thing in this matter, ſo as to free us from the leaſt 


enquire out the better way to go to Nicoya, and found 
that all people agreed, there was no avoiding the moun - 


vel with as, on account of his weakneſs. | 
Having got about two leagues from Granada, we 
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we departed for Nicoya. Barnwell was not able to tra- 


met with ſome Indians, who ſatisfied us we were going 


right; and a little farther, we came up with two others 


who were going the ſame way, with whom we aſſoci- 
ated till they came to their journey's end. Mr. Ba- 
niſter beginning to grow very ill at this time, we made 


| haſte to a range, where we got him ſome milk, and 


procured what other help we could towards his recove- 
ry: but he growing worſe, in ſuch a manner as plainly 
ſhewed he would not ſoon be able to travel, and the 
poor people we were among, not being able to ſuſtain 


ſuch a company as we were together, we were conſtrain- 


ed to leave him alone with them, till he ſhould be better, 
and have an opportunity to follow us. 

Not far from hence is a large ſavanna, which, by 
reaſon of the rains, was now overflowed; this we waded 
through, though the water reached up to our ſhoulders, 
and though the mud and ſtench that aroſe from the bot- 
tom were enough to poiſon any thing that had life. We 


were almoſt a whole day getting over this filthy place, 


and then came to a whigwam, where we found ſome 
Indians, who told us, we had taken the wrong way, 
and wondered how we had been able to get over it. 
Theſe people were fo far from being able to help us to- 
water to waſh ourſelves, that they could not give us 
any to drink, though we were in great wafit of it: 
however, we were glad to lie down to reſt in the naſty 
pickle we were in. 295 N 

Before we ſet out in the morning, they told us, we 
ſhould come to St. Thomas's by night, where we 
might get plantains enough. Accordingly, by ſun-ſet, 

we reached it, and found it to be the country-ſeat of 


a prieſt, who was not there at that time. We ſtaid, 


however, with his ſervants two days, expecting our 
fellow-traveller Baniſter, who did not come. All this 
time it rained hard. The houſe ſtands very pleaſantly 
among cocoa and plantain walks, and abundance of 
fruit-trees. . | 
On the third day we departed from hence, and for a 
good way met with nothing but cocoa, plantain, and 


ſeveral other ſorts of fruit · trees. Cocoa grows on ſmall 
a ; | trees 
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trees in great pods, as big as melons ; ſome of whiek 
contains fixty-or eighty kernels incloſed in white ſkins ; 
which ſkins are taken off, and the nuts thrown into- 
water, and thoſe that fink are counted good for uſe 
when dried by.the ſun.. | | | ; 
The next” place we came to was a ſmall village, 
where was an Indian Alcald, to whom we ſhewed our 
paſs, and who uſed us in a kind and. obliging manner, 
ordering us plenty of chocolate, beſides whatever bis 
houſe afforded to eat: and moreover promiſed to take 
care we ſhould have proviſions to help us over the 
mountains, which, he ſaid, was a long, long way, and 
where none but Indians durſt travel on foot. After we 
- had eaten and drank 3 being very weary, 
we began to get drowſy,. and there not being eonvenien- 
ey for ſo many to lodge in the houſe, we went into the 
yard, and laid ourſelves down under a little covering of 
boards, and there fell faſt aſleep. How. long we lay 
thus I cannot ſay ; but, at laſt, Mr. Rounce waked and 
told us, that he had ſeen an old gentleman very richly 
dreſſed, carried along the yard into the houſe, whom he 
verrily believed te be an Engliſhman; for that he. called 
to him as he paſſed by, and ſaid in Engliſn, How do you 
do, countryman? But this, he ſaid, was not the only 
reaſon he had to believe him ſuch ; for that at the firſt. 
moment he caſt his eyes upon him he knew his face, 
and remembered he had: been. particularly. acquainted 
with him, ſome years before in 1 We aſked 
him what anſwer he made, he ſaid none;, for that his 
ſurpriſe was ſo great, he had not power to open his 
mouth. For my part, as I- had been aſleep all the while 
myſelf, and knew nothing . of the matter, I was apt to 
think, that he had been ſo too, and knew as little, but 
that he had dreamed the ſtory, and awaking ſuddenly. 
out of his ſleep, imigined it to he matter of fact. But 
toò be certain of it, we got vp, and went directly into 
the houie, and there found the ald gentleman in reality 
fitting in a fort of chair. He was wrapped up in a. 
cloak, very. richly embroidered wiih gold, but ſeemed 
to be ſuperannuated. We ſtood looking at him, very 
ſtedfaſtly; but he ſaid not one word, nor took the leaſt 
notice ot us, till. curioſity led me to atk him, in Spaniſh, . 
if he was af Old Spain ?. Upon which he anſwered __ 
- | 1 7 QUICK, 
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3 in Engliſn, that he was no Spaniard, but came 
from London many years ago, and ſaid no more. I 
_ aſked him ſeveral other queſtions, but he anſwered none 
of them; and then the Alcald, and others who where 
about him, deſired I would not talk to him any more, 
ſaying, indeed he really was our eountryman, but was 
now old and ſick, and not capable to anſwer; upon 
which I ſaid no more, perceiving they had no miud 
any diſcourſe fhould paſs between us. 2 this time Mr. 
Rounce had taken a thorough view o 


him to be; and then he told us, that his name was Ed- 
mund Underwod ; and that he had been maſter of a veſ · 
ſel, and had lived at Varmouth, where he knew both him 


and his father very well, who was a rope-maker. This 


man, it ſeems, had been miſſing many years, as his ſon 
informed Mr. Rounce, ſince our arrival in England, 
We ſtaid here but one night, and the nèxt morning 
took leave of the Alcald, who gave us twelve tamawlas 


of Indian corn, and each of us two reals in cocoa, bid- 


ding us be ſure to go to the other Alcald at the old town 
of Nicaragua, and get ſomethiag of him. 


As we went along, we ſaw little birds no bigger than 
a graſshopper, of a whitiſh eolour, which, as they flew 
from tree to tree, were hardly perceivable. In the 
evening, we got to the Alcald of the old town and told 


him our errand, who ſaid, he would do what he could 


for us; and tor the preſent bade us go about the towh, | 


and aſk every one to give us ſomething towards helping 
us over the mountains. We did fo, and of ſoine we 
got plantains, and of others jerk-beef; ſo that we pre- 
ſently picked up as much as we were able to carry. 

On the third day of our abode here, there arrived three 
friars, who were juſt come over the mountains of Ni- 
caragua on mules well guarded by armed Indians, 
When they heard we were going to travel over them on 

foot, they endeavoured to diſſuade us from an attempt, 
which they ſaid muſt prove our ruin; for that if we had 
no arms to defend us from the tygers, we ſhould ſoon 
be devoured. They were in great trouble about a dog 
they very much valued, which they had loſt on the 


mountains, and which they ſuppoſed to be torn in pie- 


ces by the tygers. The gentlemen gave us ſome ſeegars 


5 0 
7 2 g , 


him, and was 
well ſatisfied, that he was the man, he had imagined 
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to ſmoke, which they ſuppoſed would be very accepta- 
ble. Theſe are leaves ot tobacco rolled up in ſuch a 
manner, tha they ſerve both for a pipe and tobacco itſelf, 
Theſe the ladies, as well as gentlemen, are very fond of 
ſmoaking ; but indeed, they know no other way here, 
for there is no ſuch thing as a tobacco-pipe throughout 
New Spain, but poor awkward tools uſed by the negroes 

and Indians. OTE IF 4 
The Alcald, at whoſe houſe we were at this time, had 
got a large ram, which being miſchievous, was kept 
tied up in 2 back place, where we had never ſeen him. 
Now we were appointed to lie without the houſe, under 
aà ort of ſhed, where hung two hammocks. One morg-- 
ing when we were juſt riſen, and thought nothing of the 
matter, the ran, who had broke looſe, and had got 
fight of us, came running furiouſly at us, and, in the 
firſt place, aſtaulted John Ballman, getting him down, 
and butting at him with his horns, with might and. 
main. F ſeeing this, ran with deſign to reſcue my com- 
panion; upon which tbe ram left him, and fell upon me 
with all his force. Finding my antagoniſt a little too ſtrong 
for me, the only expedient I could think of to recover 
. myſelf, was to dodge him round a tree, where we both 
played our parts very dextrouſly; but fortune, that 
does not always favour the politick, no more than the 
brave, together with the ſlipperineſs of the place, occa- 
ſioned my foot to ilide, bringing me down, and by that 
means gave my enemy the advantage over me, who had 
not the generoſity to ſuffer me to riſe, and fairly renew 
the combat; but in that condition fell on me ſo vio- 
lently, that he not only bruiſed me extremely, but broke 
one of my ribs before I could recover my feet; however- 
as ſoon as I got on my legs again, I began to ſtudy re- 
venge for the injury; and whilſt I looked round to ſee 
if I could come at any ſtick or cudggl, Mr. Rounce, 
'who had been gone on one fide, and knew nothing 
of this fray, happened to come forward unwarily, 
and. unprepared. Upon this, the bravo, fluſhed with 
ſucceſs, and being refolved, as it ſeemed, to puſh. 
his conqueft to the utmoſt, as vigourouſly: attacked 
him as he had before done us, which luckily gave me 
an opportunity to fall upon him in the rear;. for I did 
not think myſelf. bound in honour to ſtand upon cerc- 
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mony with one that had given me no quarter. At laſt, 


I ſeized my gentleman by the horns, and pummelled him 
with my fiſt on the head and noſe, till the blood randown 
the latter ; upon this he beganto find he had got enough, 
and ſeemed inclined to retreat; but we reſolved not to 
let him come off ſo caſy, and therefore two of us held 


him, and the other went and got ſticks, and then beat 


him till they had thoroughly humbled him. By this 


time came a negroe, and ſome Indian women that be- 


longed to the houſe, and led him to be tied up; and he 


being acquainted with them, ſubmitted patiently to 


their diſcipline, This ram was the only ſheep we ſaw 


throughout the country, and I ſhould have had no vcca» 
ſion to have been ſorry, if 1 had miſſed the fight of him. 


As for my part, though I laughed at the rencounter as 
ſoon as over, and have often done fo fince, yet, in the 
main, I had no cauſe to make a jeſt of it ; for I endured 
a great deal of pain on account of my broken rib, and 
particularly at the time it was freſh, and was obliged to 


travel for many days over thoſe dangerous mountains of 


Nicaragua. The Alcald and his wife were much con- 
cerned to ſee me bruiſed, and applied plaſters and re- 
medies to the parts affected. e 


We tarried here ſix days, in expectation of our fe 
| low-traveller Baniſter's overtaking us; but finding he did 


not come, we began to give him over for loſt, and ſo 
ag reed to ſtay no longer. Accordingly, the next morn- 
ing we ſet out, after paying our reſpects to the Alcald 
and his family, they directing us our way. This is the 


pleaſanteſt and moſt fruitful part of the country that we 
law between the watery ſavanna and the foot of the 


mountains. _ | | ® 26 

We ſpent moſt of this day in travelling through a 
wood, where. was variety of fruit, and at lait came to a 
great river which we croſſed, and had not gone above a 
muſquet-ſhot, before we came to an old range, which, 


as night approached, proved a great conveniency for 


us to lie in; therefore we went directly to ſeek for wood, 


and then made a good fire, not forgetting to fill our 


catabaſhes with water. This night there happened ſuch 
a terrible ſtorm of wind, lightning, thunder, and rain, 
that, what with the hideous yelling of wild beaſts, and 
the falling of huge trees, occaſioned by the ſtorm, a 


man 
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man would have thought himſelf in another world ; 
however, by morning the ftorm« ceaſed, but the rain 
continued as much as ever, ſo that there was no travet- 
ling for us. Our greateſt concern now was, that if this 
weather held, our proviftons would be all ſpent before 
we came to the mountains. We had two ſorts of money, 
one of plate, and another of cocoa. I told my compa- 
nions, that I would put my cocoa money to ſuch an uſe 


as ſhould ſtand me in more ſtè ad, at preſent, than all 
the plate of the Indies could produce, that was, I ſaid, 


to ſave my proviſions ; and to. convince them of what 
1 faid, I got three ſtones, one I put into the fire, and 
made 1t red-hot, and then roaſted my cocoa-nuts ; and 


then I ground them between the other two ſtones, till 


J had made them up into a paſte, and having then con- 
trived to boil water in a calabaſh, which is a thin ſhell, 


and having got a mull made of two of the ſticks, that 


ſerved for the purpoſe, I made as good chocolate as a 
man would defire to drink. Then all hands went to 


work, and did after the fame manner; ſo that in this 


method we found a double convemency, inaſmuch as we 
were thereby comfortably regaled, and at the ſame time 
eaſed of a heavy luggage, that would have proved too 
troubleſome for us; whereas, by continuing this prac- 
rice, it leſſened by degrees, and our money became no 
burthen to us. En : 
After this we waſhed ourſelves at the river. Near it 
were numbers of monkies ; one we took notice of in par- 
ticular, a ſhe monkey, that had three young ones, one 
clung about her neck, and the other two ſhe hugged in 
each arm one, as a woman would hold two children. 
With theſe ſhe ſwang from tree to tree by her-tail, and 
at laſt, dropped from a very high tree to a low one, 
without making the leaſt uſe of her fore- paws. Towards 


night we buſied ourſelves in gathering wood to keep up 


dur fire, being highly neceſſary during our ſtay here to 
reſt ourſelves. At this time a dog met us, that came 


and ſtood eloſe by us, making us expect preſently to ſee 
fome Indians, but none came; however, we defired 


nothing more than that the dog might ſtay and keep vs 


company over the mountains. We gave him ſuch victuals 


as we could beſt ſpare, and the poor beaſt fawned, and 


accident 
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ſeemed content to be with us. Now what makes this 
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accident remarkable is, that we had frequently defired 
only to have a dog to go with us over the mountains, 
believing he might prove a good guard, or at leaſt to 
alarm us, in caſe of any approaching danger. We muſt 


have been ſtupid, not to have admired the care Provi- 


dence had of us in this particular. 

The weather proving fair next day, we agreed to get 
as near the mountains as poſſible, and accordingly ſer 
out with our dog. After wading through ſeveral very 


bad ſavannas, up to our middles in water, about ſun- ſet 


we reached the foot of the mountains, taking up our 
abode there that night, and next morning began to aſ- 


cend one of them; but by noon, our proviſions becoming 


it, though we afterwards found by experience, it was as 


paſt; and as we could have no marks here to guide our 


— 


* we durſt not, being afraid of the tygers. Now 


burthenſome, therefore, to eaſe us of ſome of its weight, 


we ſat down and filled our bellies, not forgetting our 


dog, and then divided uy man his ſhare to envy him- 


ſelf. 
This mountain is all over full of holes and deed cracks, 


fo that almoſt every ſtep we took we ſunk up to our 


middle, though we followed in the tracks of mules feet. 
At length, having got down this mountain, it brought 


us to a river running betwixt the mountains, and very 


broad and muddy. We were obliged to wade through 
full of holes at the bottom as the mountain we had juſt 


feet by, | concluded we ſhould all periſh before we 


got out of it. We laboured ſeveral hours very difficultly | 


up to our necks in water, and could ſee no end to it, 
nor ſo much as find a reſting- place, no, not for a mo- 
ment ; for the mountains on each fide of us were ex- 
eceding high, and ſteep as a houſe fide. However, Pro- 
vidence ſupported us, till at laſt we found out a . 
that led us up between the mountains. 

We aſcended one of them, weary as we were, on 


the top of which we found a plain clear ſpot of ground, 


from thence we ſaw the burning mountain of Bombaco, 
not far-from us. That mountain voids great quantities 


of ſulphureous matter, and there alſo is found much. 


ummice tons, We believed there was not a better 
place than this to take up our night's lodging at; there- 
fore we made up a blazing fire to fit by and re ourſelves, 


ons 


- 
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our dog proved of real ſervice ta us, for nothing could 
move, but his barking and roaring furiouſly gave us no- 
, tice to be upon our guard, having firebrands in our 
hands. Thus the night paſſed in watching and ceaſeleſs 
terror, and our days in toil and un{peakable labour, and 
equal hazard ; and thus we went. from mountain to 
mountain, till we had paſſed the chain of them; but 
many times, by ſuch ways and means as might ſeem in- 
credible, if related, at · leaſt to Europeans; for no Eu- 
ropean ever travelled this country. before us, in the 
manner we did. Sometimes, we were obliged to aſcend 
and deſcend the mountains by roads or paths, fcarcely 
broad enough tor a foot-path, having ſuch prodigious 
precipices on each fide, that the leaſt flip or turn of 
our feet, might have carried us to another world, and 


mules, if the ground proves flippery, . are loſt this way, 
though they are the moſt ſare-footed creatures in the 
world. At other times, when we were not on theſe 


{ narrow ways, tygers, panthers, wolves, &c. continual- 
|. ly alarmed us both day and night. And if there was no 
| fire to defend us againſt them, (and had we been maſ- 
| ___ tets of any arms before, we could not have burthened 
| ourſelves in carrying them now} thoſe creatures often 


" haſtily to go from them, they would ſteal after us in a 


time to ſeize us; but if we turned ſuddenly, and faced 
them boldly, or advanced near them, they ſee med ſure 
prized, and looked full in our faces for ſome time; and 


ran away as hard as they could. When we had found 
out this way of dealing with them, it much abated our 
fears; but we often pitied our poor dog, ſo jaded and 
tired out that he could ſcarcely drag his legs after him; 
but, for our parts what we endured is inexpreſſible. 
And certain it is, that, could we have been truly ſenſi - 
ble chat theſe mountains were really ſo bad, before we 
undertook to go over them, we ſhould have been ſo far 


1 maſters of the country, including all the riches contain- 
ed in it, could not have been ſufficient to bribe 1 0 
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never more have been ſeen, And very often loaded 


| ſtanding at ſome diſtance, and ftaring at us as if in 
|| amaze. Experience taught us, that if we turned off 


lurking manner, which. ſhewed, they only waited their 


then, as though not willing to encounter. us face to face, 


from attempting it, that, to have been made lords and. 
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ſuch an undertaking ; but every one of us would rather 
have choſe to fit down with the Indians, as contentedly 
as he could, and have ſpent all his life-time after their 
wild and uncomfortable manner, a go it is, indeed, 
that both Spaniards and Indians, had often warned us 
that it would be impracticable to travel over thoſe 
vaſt mountains; but we vainly imagined we ſhould not 
meet with the terrible bugbears they repreſented to us; 
and, as the the old proverb has it, We fancied they made 
mountains of mole-hills. EE Gate 
But not to trouble the reader with a farther account 
of the particulars of this melancholy part of our journey ; 
I ſhall only ſay, that with infinite toil and danger, and 
by the affiſtance of God Almighty, we overcame all 
diflicalty, and at laſt got clear of the diſmal and inhof- 
pitable mountains of Nicaragua, and paſſed by the fide 


of a ſavanna, on a riſing ground, where two rakes of 


mules were grazing. ; 
Theſe were going over the mountains, but had reſted 

here two or three days, before they undertook the pain- 

ful and fatiguing journey, I aſked the Indians W o 


were with them, how far it was to any inhabitants? 


They ſaid, there were very few in this part of the coun- 
try, and but only here and there a range, ſome ten, 
aud ſome twenty leagues diſtant from each other; but 
there was one we might get to before night. 

We were, at this time, as deſtitute of claathing as 
ever, for though we had all drawers ſoon after we left 
St. Michael's, 6 ugg; they were of a poor thin ſtuff, 


rs; ſo that we had ſcarcely a rag 
of them left to covè ur nakedneſs, We ſpent the 
whole duy in ſeah of this range, but to no purpoſe. 
Night drawing on, and we being very weary, my com- 
panions 23 that we ſhould lie down where we 
were, and reſt till morning; but my advice was to go 
on in fearch of ſhelter, whilſt the moon continued to 


ſhine, which they at laſt agreed to, though indeed we 


were {0 exceedingly fatigued, that we thought ourſelves 
fit only to lie down and die, Towards ſetting of the 
moon, a terrible ſtorm of thunder, lightning, and rain 


came on; at which time we were on an open ſavanna, 


without any ſhelter, except here and there a few ſhrub- 
by trees; ſome of which we crept under, having firſt 


made a little fire of ſuch bruſhy wood as could be got, 


which 
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as we could drink, Theſe 
get to Nicoya in ten or fifteen days, and at parting, gave 
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which the ſtorm extinguiſhed, and thus we lay till morn- 
ing ; and finding a range with two Indians, who, ſeeing 
our deplorable condition, made us a good fire, and gave 
us hot milk, that was ſuch a refreſhment as we had not 


met with for many days paſt. This range is appointed 


purpoſely for the relief of travellers, and belongs to a 


company of friars, who keep it always well ſtored with 


jerked beef and milk. The method they take to milk 
their cows, as well here, as in other parts of this coun- 


try is thus; they go into the ſavannas, and catch young 


calves, that they bring home, and inloſe in a pen, raiſed 


high on purpoſe to preſerve them from tygers, and other 
| beaſts of prey, but leave one place open for the cows to 


getin to ſuckle them. In the morning they drive them 
out, and tie a calf to the fore-leg of each cow, and 
whilſt ſhe 1s licking her young one, they milk her ; but 
they make little other uſe of the milk, than to get the 
cream, which they keep in calabaſhes to eat with their 
plantains ; fo that, if we happened to come any where 
when they were milking, they never denied us as much 

Indians told us, we might 


us as much jerk-beef as we were willing to have. This 


meat is in long ſlips, and ſo dried by the ſun to make it 


keep, that it is as hard and infipid asa ſtick. Whenever 
we dreſſed any of it afterwards, we were forced to 
been eaten. | - 

Not far from hence is a great river, which we were 
three days endeavouring to ford, but we could not croſs 
it till the fourth. On the other ſide of this river is 
a great range, called St, Domingo, where we Hund a 
negroe man and woman, who, 4 our telling them 
our country, profeſſed they loved the Engliſh well, but 


maſh it between two ſtones, elſe it could never have 


| not the Spaniards. And indeed, we found the good 


effects of this diſpoſition in them, for they behaved 


wonderfully kind and friendly to us. We ſtaid here 


one night, and in the morning they directed us to a place 
called St. Thomas's, where they ſaid a Spaniard lived, 
who was a good man, 3 | 


By the way we ſaw a creature haſting towards vs, ſome- 


wu bat reſembling a bear, but very crooked, and of a fan- 
du colour; and believing it had a miſchievous deſign 


: | upon 
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upon us, we made ſhift to kill it with our ſticks. In 


the evening we got to St. Thomas's, and met with the 


Spaniſn gentleman, who fully anſwered the good cha- 
racter given him by the negroes. Upon hearing our diſ- 


5 treſs, he preſently ordered his Indians to boil ſome freſh 


beef for us after our own way, and to make us ſome tur- 


tillias, at the ſame time, making us the offer of ſtaying 


with him as long as we pleaſed ; and as a farther mark 


of his goodneſs and charity, he promiſed, that when- 
ever we left him, we ſhould not go away without provi- 
ſions. We ſtaid here two days, and by that time were 


a little refreſhed. But leſt we ſhould miſs a bark at Ni- 
coya, bound for Panama, we thought it beſt to ſet out 
from hence, and accordingly took leave of our kind be- 
nefactor with many thanks. This day we paſſed by a 
range, but could fee no one near it: this range was 
open every way, it being nothing but a roof made of 
cane, covered with leaves, and ſupported with four 
props. We went on till we came to the Great gulph of 
Herradura, wherein are many iſlands. As we found 


there was no way for us to croſs this gulph, we reſol- 


ved to return to the open range, there to reſt a while, 
and to confider what courſe we ſhould take; byt at our 
coming hither we found an Indian man, who put us in 
the right way, and by ſun-ſet we got to two whig- 


wams that were inhabited. We were informed, that a 
countryman of ours was in one of theſe whigwams, who 


had come hither with ſome Indians from Granada. 
This proved to. be Robert Barnwell, who we found by 


the lake of Nicaragua, near that town; and who, at 


our departure from thence, was in ſo feeble a ſtate of 
dody, that he was not able to undertake the journey 
with us. He told us, that after he had recovered a lit» 
tle ſtrength, he met with an opportunity to follow us, 
with ſome Indians, who were to travel thts way, and 
that he had been endeavouring with them to get over 
the great river, that vents itſelf into the gulph of Herra- 
dura; but that the current being very rapid, he ſhould un- 
doubtedly have been drowned, had they not ſaved him 
and that afterward, fearing he ſhould be farther trou- 
ble ſome to them, they brought him back to this place, 
where they had left him, and were now gone on by them- 


| Celves; ſo that having loſt his guides, he had given 
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over all thoughts of ever ſeeing us more, little imagin- 
ing, that this gnlueky accident, as it ſeemed to be, 


ſhould. prove the means of what he ſo much defired, 
This thews how difficult it is to judge, what will not 
be for our good; and that what we dread the conſe- 


quence of moſt, often proves moſt for our advantage ; 
as on the contrary, what we proſecute, with eagerneſs, 
and the greateſt care and induſtry, proves often in the 


ſequel to be what we ought of all things to haveavoided. 


Here we lay one night, but the place was ſo over-run 
with vermin, that it was impoſſible to ſit ſtill, or reſt a 
moment all the time. The Indians themſelves lie un- 
der pavillions, on places made of cane, raiſed two feet 
from the ground, and fo cloſely wrought that even a 
mutkitoe cannot get through them. F 


At day - break next morning we departed from hence, 


with our friend Barnwell, and after taking ſome pains 
to find out where it was eaſieſt to croſs the river, we got 


over it and came to a ſavanna, where We ſaw great num- | 
bers of large wolves. By evening we got to arapge, where 


we ſtaid all night, but we could get no ſleep becauſe of the 
vermin. The next day we got among great droves of wild 
cattle, that the Indians inhabiting hereab out, kill only for 
their hides and tallow, leaving the carcaſes on the ground, 
which are ſoon devoured by a ſort of carrion-crows, as 
big as our geeſe. There is a law here, making it death 


for any Indian, or other perſon, to deſtroy one of theſe 


crows ; for this no reaſon can be given, unleſs they are 


reckoned a means of 1 off peſtilential diſtempers, 


by devouring up the carcaſes, that elſe might lie, and 


putrify, and ſo infect the air. | 
As we travelled on, we gathered a fruit ſomething 


like a plumb, but very yellow, that grew on ſlalks about 


two feet high. Having obſerved the wild hogs to be very 
fond of this fruit, we made no ſcruple to eat freely of 
it, and found it to have a pleaſant luſcious taſte ; but fuch 


was the effect it had on us, that our mouths and throats 


were thereby ſo ſwelled and inflamed, we could neither 
eat or drink for two days after. At ſun-fet we met 
- ſome Indians, who were killing cattle; of whom we 


might have had beef enough, could we have eat it: 
yet they gave us ſome to carry with us, and the next 
day they directed us to gooyer certain mountains, their 
tops, they told us, as a ſign to know them by, could 


not 
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not be ſeen; and they ſaid we ſhould get to Nicoya in 


two or three days. f „ 5 
We paſſed theſe mountains in two days, but were all 
the way intolerably plagued with a filthy kind of vermine, 
like a bug, which faſtened on us in ſuch ſwarms, that they 
could not be ſcraped off with a knife. We had often been 
annoyed by this Hon of inſect before, but not to the ſame 
degree; and had it-not-been for the Indians, who picked 


them off, they had eaten into our fleſh, and*could never 


have been extricated, as we were told. . _ 

On the third day we arrived at Nicoya, and, after we 
reſted ourſelves, went to the Alcald Major, and ſhewed 
him our paſs. He directly enquired how we came into 
this country? I told him; and gave him an account of our 
travels, as exactly as I could remember; and, ſaid I,“ we 
are come hither in expectation of finding a bark bound 
for Panama.” He affured us there was none at preſent, 
nor did he know when any would arrive from thence ; 


and that this being the ſeaſon of rains and ſtorms, he did 
not expect any till better weather; but we might depend 


on going by the firſt opportunity that offered: and this 
was as much as could be expected. He then ordered an 
Indian to go with us to the Covilua, which is a houſe he 


. has on purpoſe to entertain ſtrangers in ; and-then ſent 


us ſome boiled beef, and every man a turtillia, and ſoon 
after came himſelf, and hade us eat heartily, ſaying, he had 
a great eſteem for the Engliſh ; and ſpoke very complai- 
ſantly of our nation; aſſuring us that we ſhould not want 
victuals, or any thing in his power, as long as we reſided 
at his houſe, _ . „„ | 

We had been here two days when he ſent for the Indian 
Alcalds, who governed two adjacent villages, and gave 
them charge to entertain us alternately every day; but 
we ſuppoſed this was done only to try either their ohedi- 
ence to his commands, or ſee how charitable they would 
be to us; for he ſent no more than once to them, and then 


they entertained us very civilly. We found the table ſet 


out in great order, the tablecloth being a large green 


leaf, about twelve feet long, and five broad. This leaf 


pow on a ſtalk, about fifteen or twenty feet, that 
ears but one leaf at a time, and that on the very top. 


Then they gave every one of us ſome beef anda tomalaw z 
and after that, they ON us ſeveral ſorts of fruit; ſuch 


as 


_ 
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as ripe plantains, and ſopotoes,. which are a very deli- 
_ cious fruit. After dinner we returned to the Alcald, and 
gave him an account of the good reception we had met 


with: who was well pleaied+o find his orders ſo cheer- 
fully obeyed. All the Alcald Majors we hitherto met 


were Spaniards, but this gentleman was born in Brittany: 


his name Michael de Boyce, or du Bois; he keeps an 


Indian woman, the daughter of an Alcald at Coltorica 


(whether ſhe be his wife or not, I cannot tell) by whom 
he has one child; ami} it would be the height of ingrati- 


. tude not to own that ſhe, as well as himſelf, was extreme- 
ly kind to us during our whole ſtay with them. The 
| ſhort account I have given of this gentleman may be of 
ſome ſatis faction to his brother, who as he told us him- 


ſelf, is a merchant in London. > N 
At this time Mr. Rounce fell ill again; but was uſed 


with greater care and tenderneſs than could well have 


been hoped for by people in our circumſtance. Hav- 
ing ſpoken of the chief magiſtrate of this town, and of 
his generoſity to me, ] will next give ſome account of the 
town itſelf, and likewiſe its inhabitants. LS 


Nicoya is fituated-in a valley, ſurrounded by very high 
mountains; ſo there is no coming at it without pabing 
ſome of them; yet no place affords a more delightfu 


roſpect, or is kept in greater order and neatneſs. The 


. . ſuffer nothing to grow near it, except fruit trees, 


for fear of harbouring vermine; and this method bas ſo 
good an effect, that there is not ſo much as a muſkitoe 
to be ſeen or felt in all the place, tho* the mountains above 


it are covered with woods. As to the people, they are 


of ſo quiet and peaceable a diſpoſition, and ſo free from 


noite and tumult, that a man might be here a recluſe days 


or weeks; and were it not for ſeeing people paſs by him 
now and then in the ſtreets, or at their houſes, he would 
not believe there was an inhabitant in it. Though we were 


bere lix weeks, and often went to their houſes, being ve 
converſant with then, I never heard any of them quarre 
or ſo much as diſpute with one another; but every one 


ſeemed to be calm and eaſy, and much inclined to adhere 
to each other's advice. . They would often come out on 
moon-light nigbts, and divert themſelves by finging and 
dancing to their wind-muſie, which is ſoft, and not un- 


plealant, * They would frequently aſk us to fing and 


dance 
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j. dance with them; which we ſometimes did, after our 
d | manner, to humour them; and they would laugh hear- 
t tily at us, and ſeemed very defirous to underitand the 
"S words as they were uttered in the ſongs. The women 
. would often look on us, admiring the whiteneſs of our 
3 ſkins (tho? we were none of the faireſt, and at that time. 


tanned like gypſies) and aſked in great fimplicity, if our 


5 women had ſkins as white as ours; but when we told 
i them how far they exceeded us in complexion and per- 
A ſons, they thought it wonderful indeed.  _ 
When the women lie-in here, hey keep up very cloſe 
al for ſome days, and are not to be ſeen by any. Their 


f manner of rearing their children, is to let them crawl 
about on the ground on their hands and knees till they 
are able to riſe of themſelves; and while they are young, 
d their parents take no pains to teach or inſtruct them in 
any thing, though they are as fond of their oftspring as 
any people in the world. Inſtead of rattles, dolls, tops, 
\f and balls, and ſuch other things as our children are wont 
to play with, thoſe people give their children the heads, 
tails, and paws of wild beaſts to divert them; and this 
h they do, I ſuppoſe, on purpoſe to uſe them to thoſe crea. 
. tures by degrees, knowing they will in the courſe of their 
E lives have occaſion to encounter them. They are a very 


10 prudent and chaſte people; and have ſo great a regard 

. to decency and modeſt behaviour, that all the time we 
ro | were here, I never ſaw a man ſo much as kiſs the lips of- 
%%% SG eee 
5 We had been in this place nineteen days, when our 
's || fellow-traveller Baniſter overtook us here. Providence 
1 bad ſo ordered it, that when he was recovered alittle from 
s | Þis illneſs, he met with ſome Indians who were going over 
oN the mountains of Nicaragua, with a rake of mules to Co- 


d || forica: they finding him in a weakly ſtate, and left alone 
to lament his misfortunes, had the charity and good- 
nature to take him with them on a mule, not doubting 
bf but they ſhould meet with us at Nicoya ; well knowing we 
; could get no nearer to Panama by land; becauſe all the 
way between thoſe towns is very mountainous, and but 
thinly inhabited. We were much pleaſed to have our 
id old friend with us once again ; whom we feared we ſhould 
never have ſeen more. Many times had we wiſhed to 
id kao of his welfate ; — and often did we deſpair of hear- 
* ing 


pay great homage, and believe that to do as well. 


+ bat, but bigger, having a long tail, who conſtantly, as we 


76 q THE UNFORTUNATE _ | 
ing whether he was dead os alive! But now our ſatisfac- 
e was general, inaſmuch as we were all fix met toge- 
| NV 5 | - 
Alt chis time was held a great cantico among the Indi- 
ans, after the manner we deſcribed at St, Michael's, 
When ſuch public feſtivals are kept here, they carry their 
muſic into the churches, and dance in their maſquerade 


habits before the image of the Virgin, by the way of do-. 
ing her honour. Now I am ſpeaking of their churches, 


it may not be improper to give a ſhort account of their 
manner of burying their dead here: — They lay the corps 
on a ſort of bier, dreſſed up and adorned with flowers of 
various kinds, or whatever the deceaſed liked beſt when 
living : then the body is carried on four mens ſhoulders 
(being preceded by many playing on inſtruments of muſic) 


- towards the church, where:n it is to be interred, and is 


followed by all the neighbouring Indians round about, 
finging hymns in praiſe of the dead. When laid in the 
grave, it is covered with a compoſition reſembling lime; 
the chief ingredient whereof is the dung of certain birds, 
that will conſume it in a ſhort time. If there be a prieſt 
in or near the place where the perſon dies, he performs 
the funeral ceremony; if not, it is done by the company 
be fore the image of the bleſſed Virgin; to which they 
Whilſt we ſtayed in this town, we were free from an- 
noyances of any fort, except from a kind of bird like a 


flept in the night, bit pieces of fleſh from our bodies, and 
particularly our feet. ws CF 
Having now been at Nicoya ſix weeks, the Alcald 
Major acquainted us, There was a Spaniſh gentleman 
come from Wattemall to Alberoy, which was but three or 
four days journey from hence, and that he was going to 
Pueblo Nuevo, which is not above one hundred leagnes 


on that fide Panama; and that he went with one canoe f 


and a piragua; by which means we that were in health 


might get a paſſage, for that he had treated with him] 
on that ſcore; bat that Mr. Rounce, who ſtill continued] 


very bad, muſt ſtay till another opportunity offered. 
All our men, except myſelf, had been very ill during our 
ſtay here; and all but he were better. The next day the 
Alcald ſent for the reſt of us to his houſe, and, after giv- 
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ing us ſome proviſion and tobacco, took leave of us in a 


very courteous manner: and after we had returned him 


our humble and hearty thanks for the many kind favours - 
he had conferred on us, ſet out for the river, in order to 
embark... * © 0: N | | 
It took us up three days travelling over high and ſteep 
mountains, ſeeing but three whigwams by the way, 
and then wading over a ſavanna up to our middles in 


water. At the four days end we arrived at Alberoy, finds - 


ing there the Spaniſh gentleman, named Quintus Cata- 
Jine, and his Indians buſy in making ready the craft; 
but the ſails being a little out of __ I undertook the 
next day to mend them. When all things were ready, 
and our proviſion laid in (viz. jerked beef and Indian 


corn) Baniſter, Ballmain, and Holland were appointed 
to go in the piragua; and Barnwell and myſelf in the 


little canoe ; but before we ſet fail, our three comrades 
who were to have gone in the piragua, fell ſick again; 


on which account Cataline left them at Alberoy, and ſent 


notice thereof to the Alcald of Nicoya, that he might take 
care of them. * a. | 
In the month of October ve ſet ſaibfrom Alberoy in our 
little canoe, with five Indians to aſſiſt us; and were to go 
in her above three hundred leagues, accompanied by the 


piragus,. In three days we ſailed down the river, called 


Tauro, or Bulls, wherein we often ſaw alligators above 
thirty feet long, and then landed on the iſland of Chira, 


ſtaying there for a wind to carry us over the Gulph of 

Salines. While we continued on this iſland (three days) 
we built ourſelves ranges, not being ſure when the wind 
might change: ſometimes, indeed, we went in our canoe 


to another iſland, not far off, called Covallo, to get plau - 


tains, and pearl-oiſters; and, as we had but little. corn, 
were our chief ſupport for ſome time. Having roaſted - 
a ſufficient quantity of beef and plantains during our 
being on the iſland, to be ready to take with us when the 
wind ſhould ſerve, and the fourth day, it being fair, we 
ſet ſail, in order tos croſs the Gulph, being fourteen 
leagues broad. Every man took care of his proviſion, and 


every one had a hide to lie on; but it raining, our hides 


ſerved for a tilt, and by that means kept ourſelves dry. 
When we thought we were in a fair way of getting 
out of our misfortunes, and comparing the happineſs of 
1 „ n our 
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our condition with that of our poor countrymen left fick 
at Alberoy, an accident happened that made us think our- 
ſelves the moſt miſerable men in the world The night . 

i after we left the iſland of Chira, began a ſtorm that laſted 

| five days ſucceſſively: we ſoon loſt fight of the piragua 
and were all that while toſſed about in our little canoe, 
out of ſi ght of land. Having no compaſs to ſteer by, and 
not a drop of water lett to drink, our circumſtance we 

thought truly deplorable ; but on the ſixth day, at ſun- 
ſet, the weather proved calm, and then the Indians aſked 
me what they ſhould do? I told them, If they would 
paddle heartily, we ſhould find land; which I knew they 
could not fail of, if we made to the northward, for the 
{ - _ landlayecaſt and weſt, and the wind was about ſouth-eaſt. 

| They ſollowed my directions, and the next day diſcovered 

1 land, called Point Mala: a reef of rocks running out three 

| leagues into the ſea; and if we could get about this, they 

' - ' faid we ſhould find a ſandy bank that ran on forty leagues 

together, where we might come to a killet, or wooden 

J anchor, every night; and withal, that plenty of water 
might be got. This as much as any thing induced us to 

uſe our utmoſt endeavour te weather this bad point; but 
in the very firſt attempt we were fruſtrated, the wind be- 

ginning to blow ſo hard, made us deſiſt from our enter- 
prize; and by this one effort, we ſaw too plainly into the 
difficulties attending ſuch an undertaking to endeavour a 
ſecond, if we could only avoid it. We therefore reſolved 

' [= to go bark again about ten or fifteen leagues, to a place, 

1 il called the Mantooſe ; it was not inhabited, but a good 

| harbour for our canoe; there we went on ſhore, and 

made a good fire to dry ourſelves, and what things we 

1 had with us; for all of us were as wet as if we had been 

i - drenched in the ſea; and our beef and corn almoſt 

| ſpoiled with the ſalt water. bro 
We had two petticoes of cotton thread in the canoe, _ 

which the Indians meant to dye for the governor of Leon, 

with a certain-fiſh found on the rocks; which dye is of a 

fine purple: and this work they went about while Barn- 

well and I ſtaid to reſt ourſelves. They make uſe of 
no canoe or other veſſel to convey themſelves off te the 
rocks, but tie upa quarter of a pound, or ſame ſuch quan- 
tity, of thread in their hair, and fix a piece of light wood 
acroſs their breaſts to keep their heads above water, m_ | 
a $0 5 ü N ® 
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| ſo ſwim off to them; this they do, becauſe no veſſel can 


live among them. Some of theſe rocks lie half a mile, 


or a mile from the ſhore; and the Indians can never reſt 
on them half an hour together, for the breaking of the ſea - 
that waſhes them off continually ; but then they will lie , 


and float on the top of the waves like as many corks, with- 
out receiving the leaſt damage. The method uſed to dye 
the thread is this: They take the ſhell off the rock, where 
it ſticks very faſt, and rub it gently on the thread, and 
then lay it down again where they found it, with great 


care, as they re very cautious of killing the purple-filhs' 
Tf the weather proves fair, they will dye their thread in 
one tide, of a fine purple, and what will never fade. 


The Spaniards call it He morado, the lovely colour; and 


I have ſeen the thread fold among them for twelve pieces 
of eight a pound; viz, twelve crowns Engliſh money. 
We had now been on ſhore four days waiting for fair 


weather, and on the morning of the fifth T waked, and 


miſſed three of our Indians; on which I called out to the 


Indian patron, or pilot, who was afleep, and aſked him 
if he knew any thing of the three that were milling? He ' 


looked about, and ſeeing their bows and arrows, nets 


and calabaſhes. gone, cried out, That they were houday ;  * 


that 1s, run away. Then he bemoaned himſelf grievous- 


ly that there were but a couple of Indians, and the ſame 


number of Engliſhnien left, as we ſhould not be able to 


manage the cane; but I told him we had nothing left 
but to uſe our endeavours, and that, if we got our things 

_ ſpeedily into the canoe, and beſtirred ourſelves heartily, 
we might poſſibly come up with the piragua. This ad- 


vice was approved; and we began directly to work, and” 
filled our little-veſſel, and then failed as faſt as the wind 
could carry us; but, inſtead of coming up with the pira- 
gua, fell foul of Pulta Mala again, and there our pro- 


ject ended, though not without trying many experiments 


to weather it, but all proved ineffectual; ſo that we were 
forced to get aſhore at a place called the Legator, where 
we found a range, but no peopie. We ſtayed here three 


days; in which time my countryman Barnwell, and one 


of the Indians fell fick; on which we found ourſelves un- 


der a. neceſſity of returning back to Nicoya, in order to 


get more Indians to our aſſiſtance. We made ſhift to get 


back to Alberoy in our canoe, where we left it, and were 
f — 4 | five 
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The Nicoyans were greatly ſurprized to 


brother-in law, in terms too plain to admitof any evaſion ; 


” an THE UNFORTUNATE , 

five days after travelling from thence to Nicoya ; for the 

lavyannas were ſo overflowed by this time, that when we 
| were not ſcrambling, about, we ee in water. 


Ihe ee us enter 
their town a ſecond time, imagining we had ere this got 


to Pueblo Nuevo, little expecting ever to ſee us again; 


but our bufineſs being with the Alcald Major only, we 
went directly to him, and in the firſt place gave him an 
account of our misfortunes in the canoe. At this he 


ſeemed much concerned; and being told that the three In- 
_ dians had deſerted us in our greateſt trouble, he fell in 
- a violent rage, proteſting, if ever he found them, they 


ſhould be hanged for their infidelity. After this, my 
chief concern was to hear how my four countrymen fared, 
whom I ſuppoſed under the Alcald's care: therefore, 


when he had recovered a little from his paſſion, I enquir- 


ed after them; but he told me, They were not with him; 
for that as ſoon as they were able to travel, he had an 
opportunity of ſending them all together in a bark to Pa- 
nama; and he wiſhed we had been ſo fortunate as to have 
ſtaid and gone along with them, for he did not know 
when we might meet with ſuch another conveniency; but, 


if we were willing to ſet out again in the lame manner 


we did before, he would order more Indians to go AS 


with us. We gladly accepted the offer; and ſo reſolve 


to ſtay till we could have things ready for our ſecond voy- 
age. 8 | | : 

| > The Indian woman, wife or miſtreſs to the Alcald Ma- 

Jor, was alſo much concerned when ſhe heard of our late 
misfortunes. She had been a good benefactreſs to us all 
the time of our being here before, and often gave me 
comfortable things for my fick companions ; with whom 
it muſt have gone much harder than it did, had it not 
been for her. She was, as I ſaid before, the daughter 
of an Indian Alcald at Coſtorica, and had a fiſter (a 
handſome young woman) with a good fortune. When 
I was here before, ſhe-frequently urged me to ſtay and 
ſettle; often talking iu high commendation of this young 


woman, her fiſter ; and in ſhort, threw out many hints 
that ſhe ſhould be well pleaſed to ſee me her huſband. . 


But I always turned a deaf ear to ſuch advice. She then 
did me the honour to make me the offer of being her # 


and 


hy 
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and as the propoſal was not diſadvantageous to one in my 
circumſtances, and made by one that had conferred many - 

'favours upon me, I knew nothow to behave in the affair, 
nor what reply to make. The only way I could think of, 
and not give offence, was to tell her that as I could not 
foreſee ſo great a bleſſing to be in ſtore for me, I had been 
ſo unhappy as to put myſelf out of the capacity of receiv- 
ing it; and that, as I had actually left a wife and children 

in England, I, on that account, was bound by the Chriſt- 

ian Church not to enter into other engagements of ma- 
trimony. This would I hoped ſufficiently plead my excuſe 
to the young lady, her merit being far beyond my hopes, 
had I even had the liberty of chooſin g. She ſeemed ſa- 
tis fied with this excuſe; and continue d as much my friend 

a er. „„ „ SF 
| I was not ſo vain as to think ſhe made me this offer 
through any particular liking to my perſon. It is to be 

obſerved, that the Indian women are fond of marrying 

white men; and that ali the reſt of our men were ſick at 
the time of the propoſal. | After a ſtay of fix days, this 
ſecond time of our being here, I muſt likewiſe mention 
the Alcald Major ordered the Indians he had appointed 
to accompany us, to get mules ready to carry us to Albe- 

Toy, it being impoſſible to travel on foot, the ſavannas 

being ſo overflowed. This being done, we took leave 
once more of the Aleald and his Lady, and ſet out for Al- 

beroy, where we arrived in five days; but had the misfor- 
tune (after a ſtorm of thunder and rain) to loſe an Indian 
by the way, in croſſing a run of water, it being ſo rapid 
by the falls from the mountans, that he could neither be 

ſaved, nor the mule he rode on. _ e 85 

The next day after our coming to Alberoy, we embark- 
ed in our little canoe five Indians and ſuch proviſion as 

the Alcald had furniſhed us with; and in fix days after, 

got about thoſe dangerous rocks of Point Mala, which we 

5 Pad endeavoured to do four times before, but could not 
accompliſh. Then we failed, or, when that the wea- 

ther proved calm, paddled along ſhore ;' and were ſome- | 

times two or three, and ſometimes four or five days, be- 

fore we conld come to a harbour; but when we did, 

we went aſhore, and made a fire, and ſet up a whigwam: 

and the Indians uſed to leave us to take care of the canoe 
while they went to the woods to hunt for provition, Some- 
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times they would be gone all day, and return in the even- 


ing loaded with plantains and cocoa-nuts, or any thing 


* 


« elie they could get; and when we were thus provided, 


- 


took to our canoe again, and failed along ſhore, the In- 
_ dians often killing wild fowl from the canoe. After go- 
ing on in this manner for ſome time, it brought us to a 
place called the Capaces; where we ſaw ſeveral Indians 
* aſhore, but durſt not venture ourſelves among them; for 
our Indians very much feared them, finding them to be 
of thoſe people called the Indians at War, on account 
that the Spaniards could never conquer them; they ſtill _ 
retaining their ancient freedom, and continuing at mor- 
'* tal 8 the Spaniards; nor is their animoſity 
much leſs to thoſe that live in ſubjection to them. We 
Were at this time driven to ſo great a ſtrait, that it was 
impoſſible to tell the next courſe to take. We wanted 
water exceedingly, but durſt not go aſhore for fear of 
thoſe POE; nevertheleſs, I propoſed to our Indians, 
that if they would go aſhore, I e go with them, 
and talk to thoſe Indian Bravos, as the Spaniards call 
them. Two of them conſented to this, and accordingly 
ſwam aſhore with me; but we were no ſooner landed 
than the people we had ſo much feared came and ſhook 


hands with ime, aſking of what country I was? On telling 


them I was an Enghſhman, they hugged me in their arms, 
giving many tokens of friendſhip, and then led me to 
their whigwam, and ſpread tygers ſkins for me to fit on, 
bringing out roaſted- plantains and honey; and gave vs 
many demonſtrations of a hearty welcome; repeating to 
me often that they loved the Engliſh, but hated the Spa 
niards. At firſt, I could not conceive from whence their 
fingularity of behaviour to me proceeded, nor how they 
came to make ſo great a diſtinction between the Engliſh 
and Spaniards, imagining they had never been converſant 
with either; but T heard them mention the name of 
Clipperton, and then I recollected that I had heard of 
one Capt. Clipperton, a noted Engliſh privateer, who 
uſed to frequent theſe Indian nations; and by means of a 
ſtrict correſpondence with them, had been a conſtant 
- ©, plague to the Spaniards in thoſe ſeas. The Spaniards 
often upbraided us, faying, we were ſome of Clipperton's 
erew; and that, inſtead of being relieved, we ought to be 
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. Theſe Indian Bravos were making themſelves a fort of 
clothing of the bark of trees, being ſoft and durable as 


#; 
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any cloth. They made me a preſent of two pieces, one 


of which was as large as a ſizeable bed-blanket, and the 


other I made into a jacket. This ſtuff was the moſt uſe- 


ful thing T could have had; for it ſerved me not only for 
a covering by day, but alſo to wrap me up in the night: 

which laſt conveniency. none of us had ever had in this 
country; and for the want of it, were almoſt flayed alive 
with heat and vermine. This ſerviceable gift was much 
diminiſhed before I came to England; having given 
part-of it away to perſons to whom I lay under obliga- 


tions; who deſired to have pieces of it to keep by them 


as a rarity ; but I have ſtill a remainder leſt. | 

Theſe were the only Indians we ſaw who made uſe of 
any covering for their bodies; and theſe (as to the fa- 
ſhion of their garments) are not fantaſtical, nor ſo much as 
think of colours, trimmings, or exactneſs of ſhape ; but 


are contented only. to make a hole in a piece of this 
bark ſtuff, ſo as to put their heads through, and let one- 
part hang down before, and the other behind. Even the 


women here make ſo ſlender an account of dreſs, that 
they only take a, piece of this bark, and wrap it round 
their bodies, ſo as to cover their breaſts, and hang to 
the knees. During the ſhort time of our ſtay here, I jaw 
a funeral ceremony, performed after the heathen manner 


of theſe people, who have no notion of Chriſtianity ;ﬀ— 


In the firſt place they covered the body with leaves, and 


then placed a large quantity of wood about it; which, 
as ſoon as they had fired, the company joined hands, 
ſarrounded the pile, and never ceaſed finying and danc- 
ing till the wood and body were conſumed ; then they 
dug a hole in the earth, and buried the aſhes, 


After a ſtay of two or three days here, I took leave 
of theſe people (commonly called Indians at War) who 


had entertained me ſo peaceably and courteouſly. I have 


reaſon to ſtile them, as well as others, Jadians at Peace; 


but before our departure we got our-calabaſhes full of 
water, and roaſted as many piantains as laſted us three 
days after, they not keeping longer: then we took to 


our canoe, ſteering our courſe along the ſhore, about 
ealt-north-eait, and the next morning found ourſelves on 


the great Gulf of Herradura, SE gmany iſlands ; one 


% 
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of theſe had a ſubterraneous paſſage like a regular well- 


built arch, which the Indians told us ran quite through 
it; and if we ventured ourſelves in the canoe” that way, 
beiag but one league, it would fave us twenty by that 


means. I defired to be. informed if any of them had 
ever been through it; and one of them told me he had 
twice, and that the current which was very ſtrong; ran 


- the way we were to go; but that we ſhould be all in 


darkneis, Upon confidering the whole matter, we con- 


cluded to venture through it, and accordingly ſet out in 


our canoe, and drove along with ſurpriſing ſwiftneſs. 
We were about half an hour in our paſſage z but (as 
I faid upon a different occaſion) 'a- man might have 
thought himſelf in another world. We had total dark- 
neſs for the time: and ſuch terrible roaring did the wa- 
ter make in this cavity, as might have daunted the ſtouteſt 


man living; and I muſt cenfeſs I began to fuſpect that 


the Indian who pretended to know this-way, had only 


| deceived himſelf and us, and that we ſhould never ſeelight 


more ; for I was ſure we could not return the ſame way 
we came; but it proved right; and 1 begged his pardon, 
After this, we paſſed another iſland the fame way, which 
was not above a muſket-ſhot through. We kept feeling 
the ſides in paſſing both of them, and found them ſmooth 
as glaſs, This was undoubtedly occafioned by the 
fen force of the water. By theſe ſhort cuts we made 
| x expedition, and croſſed this great gulf in three 

| ays. | 5 OP Wes 

The next day we went aſhore to reſt ourſelves, and to 
get freſh water; but in the firſt place we made a fire, 
and fel] to cutting down bamboes to make a whigwam 
while the Indians went out to hunt for proviſions; but 


before they returned, my countryman Barnwell was ta- 


ken ſo violently ill, that I thought he would have inſtantly 


died. On this account we 'ſtaid two days longer, hoping 
he might recover ; but inſtead of getting better, he grew 


rather worſe. | | 
The Indians adviſed, that we ſhould take him down 
to the canoe, and ſteer away to a place about ten leagues 
off, where they ſaid we might find plantains ; for here 
were none to be had. Accordingly, we embarked with 


our ſick companion; but had ſuch terrible bad weather 
in this voyage, as I believe greatly contributed to end 


his 
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3 his days. As we were paddling along ſhore we ſaw five 


Indians, four men and one woman, a little way up the 
land. We put in and carried my poor countryman aſhore, 
being ſpeechleſs, and almoſt expiring, I was greatly 


- afflicted to ſee him in this dying condition, which L 


knew was hurried on by the late hardſhips we had un- 
dergone. This poor young man, weak and ill as he had 
been a long time, had/nevertheleſs been expoſed with the 
reſt of us, to all extremities of weather, hunger, thirſt, 
and watchings, and was ſtill ſo unfortunate as to fall fick 
in a place where no relief could be had, though the In- 
dians, after the uſual manner of that people, afforded us 


all the afliſtance in their power. 


While we continued here waiting the event of his ſick- 
neſs, an accident happened to the woman that had like 
to have coſt her her life. As ſhe was going one day into 
the woods, a great tree fell ſuddenly upon her, and 


bruiſed her terribly. Her huſband not being far-off, 


hearing her ſcream out, ran and called his companions 
to her aſſiſtance, who got her from under the tree, and 
carried her to their range, almoſt dead. Upon ex- 
amination, we found her head to be the moſt hurt; for 
the ſkull was ſeemingly fractured in ſeveral places; I 


therefore immediately cut off her hair, that we might 


the more eafrly inſpect the wounds, and apply the beſt 
things we could get toward healing them. This method, 
with the remedies we applied, had ſo good an effect, that 


| ſhe grew better while ve refided here; and ſhe acknow- 
ledged herſelf ſo much indebted. to me for the cure, 
that ſhe could make me no recompenſe for the ſervice - 
I had done her: but as a token of gratitude, ſhe begged _ 
mee to accept of her head of hair that I had cut off it 


being, in her opinion, no contemptible preſent. In- 


' deed, I was very well pleaſed with the reward; and it 


being a curioſity of the Kind, I was afterwards at a great 
deal of pains to preſerve it among other little things 
in my nets ; and have brought it with me to England. 
This hair is very long,. and of great ſtrength ; it is 


jet black; and, both tothe fight and touch, differs much 
from that of other women. The owner uſed to wear 


it, as the generality of the Indian women do, - looſely 


flowing on her ſhoulders. One evening the men, who 
had been out hunting that day, brought with them two 


boars, 5 
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boars, or creatures very like them in every reſpect, ex- 
cept that they had two tuſks, much reſembling a French- + 
horn, and each of them two navels, one in the uſual 
place, and the other oppoſite to it, on the back. The 
five Indians had been here ſometime getting gold, which 
the rain had waſhed from ſome mountains hard by. 
This gold ſo acquired, goes, for the moſt part, to fhe 
King of Spain; and the little remainder to themſelves, - 
which they generally lay out in maſheets, being the.moſt 
uſeful things they can - purchaſe, becaule they are fre- 
quently obliged to cut their way as they travel through 
%% ⁰ ò %% ⁵ͤ Day 
The weather being very ſtormy all the time we 
> were here, had now ſettled to a calm; ſo our Indians 
began to prepare for ſetting out in the canoe, deter- 
mined not to flip this favourable change of weather; 
but, to our ſorrow, there was no poflibility of our 
moving my countryman Barnwell, who, I every'mo- * 
ment expected to ſee reſign bis breath; and whoſe loſs 
I the more regretted, as I ſhould thereby be deprived 
of all ſociety and converſation. with my native compa- 
nions and fellow-ſufferers ; the enjoyment of whom had 
hitherto been my greateſt conſolation, amidſt all our fuf- 
ferings: but even this. conſideration did not affſict me ; 
like that of being conſtrained to leave him before his 
eyes were cloſed, in- a place where I knew no help could 
be got, though the Indians, who had entertained us here, 
had faithfully promiſed to take the beſt care they could 
53 of him, whether he ſhould hve or die. Then, as the time 
would permit me to ſtay no longer, I took a ſorrowful 
leave, with many melancholy reflections concerning the 
hard fate of this unfortunate young man, who had been 
* deſpairing wanderer in this country five years before 
he met with us, and had ſince followed us thus fax, 
with great difficulty and hazard of his life, as he was 
not im a ſtate of good health, nor had ſtrength of body 
©. to undergo the hardſhips he met with: and all this with 
**- ;a'vigw of ſeeing his friends and country once more: but, 
hat after all his toil, labour, and ſuffering, he ſhould be 
cut off from what he had ſo earneſtly and juſtly defired, 
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iſtemed to me the hardeſt of fate. LP . 

heing now embarked in the canoe, the Indian patron 
- ſent with us, as our pilot on theſe coaſts, ſaid, the neareſt 
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harbour we could come to was Golfo Dolce, thirty 
leagues. from this place. In ſix days after, we made the 
iſland of Caino ; but the wind turning againſt us, and our 
proviſion and water being ſpent, we agreed to row in for 
the ſhore as near as poſſible ; and when we came to an 
anchor, three Indians and myſelf took each of us a ma- 
ſheet, and ſwam aſhore, and then fell to cutting down 
cocoa-nuts that grew by the ſea-fide. No ſooner had 
we got as many as we thought we could conveniently ſwim 
off with, but the wind began to blow hard, and immedi- 
ately ſo great a ſea roſe on the beach, that we could not 

get off the canoe, but were obliged to remain there that 
night, it being evening when we landed. : 
As it grew dark, the tigers began to make a hideous 
roaring about us, and toour misfortune, we could find 
no wood to make a fire; and indeed could we have pro- 
cured. one ever ſo big, the rain, which fell at this time 
very n would ſoon have extinguiſhed it; ſo 
that we had-only our maſheets to defend us from the vo- 
racious maws of thoſe creatures, who ſoon got ſcent of us, 
and were coming up in a full body. We immediately took 
to our heels; and as we were prevented by the ſtorm from 
baving recotirſe to the ſea, we very nimbly mounted the 
firſt high tree we came to. They made a halt for a ſhort 
| ſpace; and one had the boldneſs to advance ſo near, that 
an Indian, ſtooping forwards, cut off his fore-paws with 
his maſheet; on which he dropt from. the tree, roaring. 
moſt dreadfully. Hereupon they one and all fell to tears, 
ing him limb from limb; and diſpoſed of his carcaſe in ſug 
a manner, that there was not the leaſt particle. of him 
to-be ſeen by morning. We did not expect that this 
would put a ſtop to farther attempts on us, and there- 
fore ſat prepared, as well as we could, againſt a ſecond 
attack; but the uproar continuing all night among them- 
ſelves, they took no more notice of us ; nevertheleſs, often 
did we wiſh to ſee the riſing of the ſun, which we knew 
would diſperſe both them and our fears. I underſtood 
from the Indians, that it is the nature of theſe tigers, 
whenever they find any of their own ſpecies wounded or 
diſabled in an engagement (which is often the caſe) to 
ſerve them in this manner. | A 
The next day, the weather proving fair, towards 
evening we got to our (canoe, the poor Indians we left 
| + -.* hes | | in 
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in her being greatly rejoiced to ſee us again, having given 
us over for loſt, We rowed hard all that night, and the 
next day made the point of Burica, about which is Golfo 
Dolce; but the wind blowing hard at ſouth-weſt, we 
could not poflibly weather it; upon which, the Indians 
endeavoured, to get to a place on this fide the point, 
where we might ſhelter our canoe ; but before we reach- 
/ ed it, the wind encreaſed, and drove us among rocks 
and prodigious breakers ; ſo. that in leſs than an hour's 
time our canoe was ſtove all to pieces; by which all of us 
were caſt into the fea. At length we made ſhift to get 
 MAfafe on ſhore, and to preſerve all our little neceſſaries. 
This being the caſe, we had nothing to truſt to but our 
feet, and the ſervice they could be of to us at this time 
(I mean as to being able to ſupport us to our journey 
end) I could not conceive. The Indians proteſted they 
were ſo unacquainted with this part of the country, 
that they knew no way of travelling but along the ſea- 
| fide; and faid, that we, had many leagues to go up 
the Gulph before we ſhould be able to croſs it; aud 
fo indeed I found we had, for we walked, I believe, 
li. fifty leagues afterwards by the ſide of-ity; without ſeeing 
18 the leaſt poſſibility of croſſing, nor did v meet with any 
1 human creature by the way. Indeed we did not want 
ſubſiſtence, becauſe the Indians can always help them- 
ſelves that way; for with their bows and arrows they 
i never fail to kill any beaſt, fowl, or fiſh they come near, 
2 We went {till on, till we came to a fine freſh river 
which vents itſelf into the Gulph, oppoſite two iſlands 
that lie partly in the middle of it, the Gulph being 
twenty leagues over. I propoſed that we ſhould ſtay 
here near the river, and make a balſe, as the Indians 
call it, to tranſport ourſelves off to one of the iflands ; from 
whence, we might with more eaſe attain the main land 
on the other ſide the Gulph. - This they agreed to do; 
bur, in the firſt place, we fell to making a whigwam, to 
ſhelter ourſelves in while we were at work ; and having 
finiſhed that, we began our balſe; which we made after 
this manner : en „„ oo ono 
+ - Having ſought out five ſmall trees, about twenty feet 
long, we laid them together, ſide by fide, and with two. 
others of a ſmaller ſize, we laid acroſs the ends of them, 


and-laſhed them together very ſtrongiy. After this we | 
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5 ENGEISHMEN. 89 
took a couple more, an laid them along the ſides of our 
balſe, faſtening each of them to each end of thoſe two 
that went acrols ; the laſt ſaved us from being waſhed off, 
and ſerved us to row on. The whole being laſhed and 
bound together with ropes which Nature afforded us in 
great plenty, being long ſtrings which grew on the bran- 
ches of high trees, and hung to the ground. They are 


very pliable; and ſome of them, after being twiſted to 


2 make a rope ſtronger than any hempen one of the 
ſize. Juſt when we had finiſhed our balſe, and thinking 


4 


tained us here ſeveral days after our work was ended. 


In this interval we met ten Indians, who had been allo 


making a balſe, and going a hundred and fifty leagues 
farther up the Gulf to Burica; being inhabitants there. 
They proffered to take uz along with them ; but our In- 


dians refuſed the offer, becauſe their balſe was unwieldy, 
and would go but a few miles in a 5 laſt the wea- 


ther clearing up, having got plenty of fiſh, and ſuch other 


proviſions y6 the Indians could procure; and the moon 


ing in the full at this time, we took the next oppor- 
. tunity, laſhing ourſelves and all we had down to the balſe, 
and ſo rowed off, every man having made his own oar. 


The weather continuing pretty fair, in three days we 
made one of the iſlands, where we remained one day to 


Teſt us; and in two days after, arrived on the otheF ſhore, 


greatly rejoiced at our ſafe landing; for, had we not uſed 


the 5 to laſh ourſelves to the balſe, we had un- 
doubtedly been waſhed off. / N 


to make a whigwam: that 


dingly, lying down by it very contentedly, till finding 
they ſtayed longer than ordinary, I began to be a little 
uneaſy, though I could hardly tell the reaſon ; but, to 
paſs away the time, and driye melancholy thoughts from 
my mind, which came crowding upon me, I got up and 
employed myſelf in gathering wood to laſt us all night. 
Thus I went on with a heavy heart, till the ſun went down, 
and darkneſs came on apace, but no Indians appeared: 
this flung me into a dreadful conflict, as might haye been 


the 


5 . 


to laungh off, the weather beggn to be yery bad, and de- | 
te 


The firſt thing we did 2 coming aſhore, was 
one, the ſive Indians took up 
their maſheets to go a hunting, as uſual, and defired me 
to have a good fire ready againſt they returned. As ſoon 
as they were gone 1 fell to work, and made a fire accor- | 
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the caſe of any other man that, like me, had ſuſpected 
himſelf to be abandoned and forſaken in the moſt deſo- 
late part of this wild country; where; as T had been well 


informed, were no inhabitants for ſome hundreds of miles 


round me. 3 8 55 6 
At firſt I knew not what to think would become of me, 


nor indeed whether I thought at all; but when I reflet- 


ed on the conſtant good-rature of thoſe people in general, 
IJ could not think them capable of fo great a cruelty as vo- 
luntarily to leave me thus deſtitute and alone ſurrounded 
with terrors, and expoſed to variety of ſufferings ; ſo 
that I began to fear they had been ſurprized and devour- 
ed by ſome wild beaſts: and this thought immediately 


uſhered in a hope that, perhaps, they were only detained 
by them, as we had been before inthe tree; and if fo, I 


ſhould certainly fee them again in the morning. Thus, 
between hope and fear, I ipent that night ; but as ſoon 
as the ſun aroſe, not having patience to wait longer, I got 
1 followed the tracks of their feet for above a mile, 
till I came to a great river, where I loſt them. Then, 
concluding they had croſſed this river, I reſolved to do 
ſo too in farther ſearch after them; but hearing a great 


__.. noiſe of tigers on the other fide, and knowing they would 


take to freſh waters, I ran full ſpeed back again to my 
fire Fgthe ſea-fide, where I fat waiting two whole days 


and nights, earneſtly offering up my prayers ſor their ſafe 


return; but, alas! never more did I {et eyes on them. 


VIhhus, after along ſeries of misfortunes and miſeries in 
company, did 1 find myſelf at laſt ſingled out from all 
Zwy unfortunate companions to be the moſt forlorn and 
_ © Hopeleſs of them all; being, as it ſeemed, pointed out 

by Prbvidence ta be caſt from the face of all mankind, 


on a track of land where I ſaw not the leaſt proſpect of 


: getting any thing to ſupport life. Amidſt all my former 


tears, toils, and ſufferings with my fellow-travellers, who 
were ready at hand to adviſe with and aſſiſt each other, 
T may truly ſay that my ſpirits never once failed me; but 


how did 1 * lament my now moſt calamitous circum- 
7 


Nance! At laſt, by God's goodneſs, I fo far prevailed 
with myfelf to muſter up ſome ſmall ſhare of reſolution, 


that I might not ſink through any fault of my own, 
wholly relying on the concurrence of Heaven to aſſiſt me 
in what might be my fate to go through. 


Having 
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Having thus fortified myſelf as well as I could, when 
all hopes of ever ſeeing my poor Indians were quite ex- 
tinguiſhed and gone, I reſolved to travel along the ſea- 
ſhore while life remained, or till the Almighty ſhould 
otherwiſe diſpoſe of me ; but, at my departure from this 
fatal place, beholding the whigwam, and reflecting on 


thoſe that helped to raiſe it for our convenience, I could 


not refrain from burſting into freſh lamentations, and, 
3 in the words of Scripture, cried out, That furely 
ome evil beaſt had devoured them ; and that thoſe my 


guides and faithful companions were doubtleſs rent in 


pieces, | . e 
After taking this ſorrowful leave of the place of my 
abode, I threw my nets acroſs my naked ſhoulders, and 


departed. All the provifion I had was ſome plantains re- 


maining of thoſe we got on the ifland, where we reſted 
in croſhng Golco Dolce. I took care to keep as cloſe to 
the ſea as poſſible, believing no wild beaſt would venture 


to attack me near it: and this I have reaſon to believe; 


for one day having ſtrayed a little from the ſea-fide, I 
obſerved a tiger (who, I ſuppoſe, had dogged me for 
ſometime) ſculking firſt behind one tree, and then another, 


and, as it were, ready to take a ſpring, and ſeize me as 


a cat does her prey; but, on diſcovering his deſign, 
Iimmediately ran and threw myſelf into the ſea, and at 
the ſame'time obſerved him to be as expeditious in re- 


tiring into the woods. By this I plainly found that he 


was really afraid to come near the fea; and my fears of 


thoſe creatures were thereby much leſſened, having the 


ſea to defend me by day, and fire by night. 


L ate fo very ſparingly of my plantains, leſt I ſhould. 
never come at more food, that I ſoon grew ſo weak as 
ſcarcely to be able to ſtand on my legs; nevertheleſs, in 
a ſhort time, they were all conſumed, and I-durſt not go 


from the ſea to ſeek for other proviſion. 


© I now began to fall into as great deſpondency as ever; 
and, I believe, every one will think it was not without 


cauſe in ſo forlorn and helpleſs a ſituation : however, I 


Mill kept moving on, for I could not bear the thoughts 
of fitting down to ſtarve while I was able to ſupport my-  - 
ſelf on my feet, though I ſaw no probability of preſerving 
my life. Thus I went drooping along, till I came ® a . 
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92 THE UN FOR UNATE 
prone on the beach where grew abundance of cocoa-nuts., , 
J preſently plucked ome of them, and allayed my hun- 
ger; but as I had little reaſon to expect I could travel 
many leagues and be ſtill thus ſupplied, I contrived to 


pack up as many of them as I could carry, and take along 


with me. Here the ſun darted on me with ſo ſcorching 
a heat, that I was forced to be continually running into 


the ſea to cool me, and every evening before it ſet, I was  { 


. in making my fire, here being plenty of wood 
along the coaſt which had floated down the rivers, and 
was thrown back again by the tea on the ſhore, where it 
lay and dried, © ES gd 

This wood blazed like a heap of torches ; and though 
it rained hard every night, yet my fire never went out 
but twice all the time of my being alone. This part of the 
coaſt was clear of rocks, and the beach a fine black ſand 


that ſparkled like diamonds, having great variety of fine 


ſhells ſcattered over it. : | 
As I was walking along one day in a very contemplative 


manner, I happened to ſee a range before me : this re- 


vived my drooping ſpirits, as I hoped ſpeedily to ſee ſome 
Indians; but upon coming up to it, I found myſelf miſ- 
taken, for not a creature was there. I ſaw many prints 
of mens feet about the range; and I found in it a firing 


of tiger*s teeth, which I ſuppoſe the Indians who had lived 


here, had forgot to take along with them when they left 
the place: for here were all the ſigns of its being forſaken. 
Theſe teeth I have brought home with my other little 
things. Here I ſtaid, and made a fire to burn off the 
hard coats of my.cocoa-nuts, and found that the quick- 


' Eſt way; for I had been employed many hours before in 


daſhing them againſt ſharp ſtones to get their coats off; 
and beſides, I found, that after I uſed this method, the 


nut was much wholeſomer than before. I flattered my- 


ſelf with hopes that, perhaps, the Indians might return 
again to their range: therefore I took up my night's 
lodging in it, with that view. 5 3 

In the morning I took particular notice of a heap of 


: fand which had ſerved me for a pillow while I ſlept. 
This I raked up, and found underneath it twelve ripe 


plantains. But what ecſtacy and tranfport ſeized me at this 


unexpected fight! - Inexpreffible joy that Providence 


had made this reſerve towards the preſervation of my 17 
; ; | „ 
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chat ſeemed almoſt on the point of forſaking me, for 
want of proper nouriſhment; and, on the other hand, 
extreme grief and remorſe, that, after I had ſo long and 
greatly experienced the mercies of God, I ſhould ſtill 
erfiſt in my deſpondency, and, forgetting paſt benefits, 
| 1 in doubt of his futme protection. After I had 
refreſhed myſelf with one of the ripe plantains, Which is 
of much higher nouriſhmeat than a green one, 1 then 
made a ſtrict ſearch after more, remembering that the 
Indians frequently bury them in the ſand to ripen; but 
though I found no more, I was very thankful for thoſe 
I already had. While I ſtaid here, the moon being in 
the full, T one night ſaw abundance of large turtles come 
aſliore to lay. Theſe creatures uſe the greateſt artifice 
imaginable to conceal their eggs: — They come to the 
top of the beach at low water, and dig a hole about four 
feet deep, and there lay 100 or 1 50 eggs at one time; 
after which they will cover them up ſo nicely, that the 
place where they lie is as ſmooth as any other part of the 
ground round about; ſo that no one, except he ſaw 
them in the action, could have the leaſt token whereby 
to find the eggs. When they have done this, they go a 
little way off, and make up a hill or two of ſand, where 
they lay no eggs, and hy that means deceive the ſearcher ; 
but when I was let into their ſecrets, I often proved too 
cCiunning for them, and would make bold with their hid- 
den treaſures. bx TI | 
Theſe eggs I roaſted uickly in the fand ; which, by 
the conſtant heat of the ſun upon it, glowed like a fur- 
nace. Having waited here four days, and finding nobody 
came, I found it in vain to ſtay longer in expectation of 
company, and ſo ſet out once more, while I thought my 
plantains might be of ſervice to me, and leſt the cocoa- 
nuts I found on the beach ſhould fail. : | 
After my departure from hence, I went on, day by 
day, with little hope of ever ſeeing the face of mankind 
more: — a dreadful apprehenfion, which, with many 
others, I bore conſtantly in my mind, drove me almoſt 
beide myſelf; nor was all the courage and reſolution 
I fometimes began to think I had acquired, of the leaſt 
uſe to allay my fears, any more than the thorougly re- 
l gnation I ſometimes preſumed to think I had made to 
the will of God, was of any force to expel my doubts 
| : | N 
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his mercies Ft to come. Thus have I been convinced 
by woful experience of the little knowledge we haye 
| of ourſelves. | J 
It was almoſt ſun-ſet one day when I came to the fide 
of a river, where was plenty of wood, of which I made 
up two great fires, and placed myſelf between them; for 
I had. been dogged by two tigers all the day long, but I 
had kept cloſe to the ſex; and whenever I perceived: 
them making to me, I plunged myſelf into it, and 
that means avoided them. The next morning I ſaw 
great nun bers of alligators he ſleeping on the ſands, as 
I had done many times before in travelling round great 
ſandy bays. I had often heard ſay that theſe creatures 
will ſeize a man on land, but I never found that they 
endeavoured to make any attempts me. On the con- 
trary, as ſoon as they heard the patting of n. y feet on 
the ſand, they would make off with great precipitation 
into the water, This river, which I was about to croſs, 
was very, full of them; but, thank God, none ever at- 
tempted to hurt me. In ſwimming over this river,; 1 
miraculouſly eſcaped drowning; for the current ran with 
ſuch force, as drove rae out a great way to ſea, among 
rocks and breakers, where I lay beating and daſhin 
about a conſiderable time; and in that condition coul! 
not poſſibly preſerve my nets and bull hide-caſe, which 
held my fireworks, my knife, and what other ſmall 
implements I had, beſides my proviſion. All. theſe 
therefore I loſt ; but it was my good fortune after this to 
get fafe aſnore on the other fide of the river; where be- 
ing again on my feet, I reflected on the Toſs I had juſt 
Jultained. By this all that I had to depend on in this 
'8 world was gone; and I fell into the utmoſt ſorrow and 
- _ Adefſpair. I bethonght myſelf now, that I could have 
i no more fires, either for my conveniency or defence. In 
ſborr, the apprehenſion of the diſmal calamities that 
muſt unavoidably fall on me thro? this irrretrievable loſs, 
j fixed me to the earth motionleſs as a ſtone; ſo that 1 
> Judged it utterly unneceflary to turmoil my weakened 
body any more, and tnerefore took a reſolution to ſit 
ſtill here and receive my fate, whether it were that 1 | 
Mould be torn to pieces by wild beaſts, or periſh with. | _ 
hunger. | : 1 3 . 8 : 
F ES Thus 
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Thus I fat expecting a ſpeedy diſſolution of my miſer» 
able life; when, about noon, to my great aſtoniſnment.. 
my nets, with all they contained, were brought ſafe -. MS 
aſhore to me by the waves. How much cauſe had I then. bf / 
to praiſe the Giver of all things and how was I afterward |} 
tranſported, to find that none of my neceſſarꝭ s were want- | 
ing or damaged; for my caſe had kept them all dry! i 
as by way of caution, 1 had made it of a hide when 1 1 
was at Nicoya; before I ſet: out on the unfortunate expe- 1 

' 
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dition in the canoes, u hich I many times bitterly 1epented 
of, and attiibuted all my preſent misfortunes to my too 1 
great impatience of getting home to my-own country: "i 
whereas, had I contented myſeif to have continued with — 30 
my fick companions, and have ſhaied their fortune, 1 ö 
migbt have embarked with them for Panama, and pre- = 
venied myſelf an infinite deal of ſuffering; but the ny 
thing I can plead in excuſe for my hurrying away, was 
that I believed they would not allow us all to go in one «on 
veſſel; and that it would be very uncertain when thoſe 5 
that might be left behind could get an opportunity of ” 
following them that ſliould go betore. but enough of | 
this. —_ | 1 „ LITE 7 $2554 
Il, hall now return to the thread of my narration. Since ll 
Providence had thus reſtored me my utenſils and proviſian, ——y 
I was noi backward to employ them to the proper uſes for 
which they were ordered. 1 preſently made up a good 1 
fire, and fat down by it to regale myſelf with my plantains | | 
and cocoa-nuts ; but with much more cheertulneſs and 
-thankſgivivg than I had done before I was thoroughly 
| ſenfible of the want of them. Here I took care to make 
. tinder of wild cotton, that grew plenteouſly in theſe parts. 
Having refreſhed myſelf two or three hours, I began to 
think it high time to depart, and accordingly took up my 
nets and ſet forward; but it was terrible travelling, for 
the ground was ſo rocky, and full of ſharp ſtones, that I 
could not ſet one foot before another without being cut. 
I now began to. draw near ſome high cliffs, and a 
point of rocks that ran out a long way into the ſea, which 
was continually beating over; and about ſun-ſet I came 
mp cloſe to it; but when I ſaw the tea breaking over it, 
as we ſay mountains high, 1 found it would be in poſſible 
for me ever to get round, unleſs it was in a ſtark calm: 
ö however, by the time it was dark I made ſhift to ſcramble 
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96 THE UNFORTUNATE 
up to the top of a very ſteep rock, where grew a tree. 
This ſeemed a very convenient ſituatjon to take up my 
abode in; for from hence I could ſee when an opportunity 
offered to get round the point, and be all the while ſhel- 
tered in the tree; wherefore T mounted it directly, and 
fat there all a At ſun- riſe, the next morning, the 
weather proved ſome what moderate; and this encouraged 
me to go down, and make an attempt to get round the 
point, but could not accompliſh it by any means; for by 
this trial I had like to have been daſhed to pieces againſt 
the rocks; ſo that I was very glad to deſiſt, and returu 
back to my tre. | | 
Before I came to this place, IJ had been thirty-three days 
alone; and having waited” three days and nights in the 
tree (in the bark of which I have cut my name) my ſmall 
ſtock of cocoa-nuts being quite exhauſted, and-no poſe 
ſibility appearing of ever being able to get paſt this dread- 
ful point, I concluded for certain, that this muſt be the 
Place Providence had directed me to where I was to 
. finiſh my exiſtence ; for no probable circumſtance could 
ever occur, I thought, that could carry me beyond this 
miſerable ſituation; but although this was my confirmed 
opinion, now and then ſome faint glimmerings of hope 
would, as. it were, dawn upon my ſinking ſpirits.. 
Ihhis tree (my habitation) was about one hundred feet 
diſtant from the ſea; and I have been ſometimes four 
hours and more getting up and down the roek whereon 
it grew; as I have taken notice by the ſun. As I fat in 
it one evening, I ſaw a creature. come aſhore on a ſandy 
bay out of the ſea, about a muſket-ſhot from me; the 
upper part of which was ſomewhat like a horſe, the head, 
> neck, and part of the body, being, as well as I could 
diſcern, ſhaped like the ſame parts of that noble creature, 
but the third - part was of the nature of a fiſh, It had flat 
feet, with wich it waddled along the ſhore; and next 
morning I ſaw it take to the ſea again. This creature 
ſeemed to me as big as any four horſes put together. | 
Fhough my ſituation was none of the loweſt, yet above 
me were very high mountains, the tops of which appear- 
ed towering one behind another up to the clouds; and 
from thence deſcended the voices of all manner of wild 
beaſts, the water at. the fame time- pouring down from 
them with great violence; which, together with the 
1 | - raging 
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raging of the ſea againſt the cliffs, afforded but a melan - 
choly ſcene to a lonely diſconſolate man, already on the 
point of being ſtarved to death. Now I had obſerved 

a narrow cavity or chink in the rocks, where I could 
not only diſcern light, but could alſo behold the ſea 
through it flowing on the other fide, 1 conſidered, that 
if I could compaſs getting through this paſſage, it 
would fave me the labour and hazard of going round the 
point, if ever an opportunity ſhould offer for that 22 

therefore I began the attempt immediately, and puſned 
on a good way; but at laſt the paſſage grew very nar- 
row, and I found great difficulty in prefling forward. 
Nevertheleſs, I made ſo 2 an effort to ſucceed in 
my undertaking, that I at laſt got my head ſtuck ſo faſt 

between the rocks, that I never expected to get clear 
again: and in this condition 1 lay ſtruggling and la- 
bouring a long time before I could diſengage myſelf. 
By this one trial I perceived it quite impracti cable to 
force my paſſage that way; therefore, when I was looſe, 
I gave over the attempt, and returned to my ſtation in 
the tree. | RE | 

In this tree, though overwhelmed with ſorrow, I 

have ſometimes ſlept as ſoundly as ever I did in my life, 
and dreamed of converſing among my former friends 
and acquaintance ; but when I have awaked, and ſeen 
no ility of ever doing ſo in reality, nor even ſo 
much as exchanging one word with any of my fellows 
creatures again, I have cried out aloud, that ſurely no 

ſtate of life was ever comparable to this of mine: and 
yet, wretched as it ſeemed, my deſire of prolonging it 
were ſo powerful, that I determined to return and lin- 

er out the remainder of my days among the cocoa - nuts 

TI mentioned before; but when Leas this could - 
not be done without once more croſſing the river, which 
had like to have proved ſo fatal to me, this thought va- 
niſhed. However, at the endof four days the weather pro- 
ved calm and ſerene, and the ſea began to appear as ſmooth 
as glaſs. This I beheld with tranſport from the rock, 
and made no doubt but this was the time offered for mx. 
deliverance, and therefore took a haſty leave of the tres 
which had ſheltered me five nights. I went as near the 
point as poſſible, and waited till the ſea-was out; then 
humbly begging OR ine to be my guide and aſſiſt. 
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Ant, I faſtened my nets to my back, leſt they ſhould 
be waſhed away as before, and committed myſelf to the 
ſea, and ſwam from rock to rock, till I was almoſt ſpent, 
and often near drowning by means of my nets. I was 
four hours by the ſun in getting round this diſmal point, 
after which I-came on a very ſandy bay. On the other 
fide, about ten leagues off, was another great point, 
which ran as far into the fea as that I had lately paſſed. 
From this I came on a fine ſtrand, but could find no 
-cocca-nuts, nor any thing to ſatisfy hunger. _ 
At this time I was not only extremely weak through 
want of food, but alſo very much bruiſed and cut, by 
being beat and daſhed againſt the ſharp edges of the 
rocks; but as God Almighty had thus graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to preſerve my life, I had ſtrong confidence he would 
pot ſuffer me to die after all for want of nouriſnment. 
Then I called to mind in what manner I had ſeen the 
_ turtles lay their eggs; but as I knew there was no 
3 them out by any marks on the ſand, I got a 
long ſtick and ſtruck into it in ſeveral places, till at laſt 
it came up with part of a yolk ſticking to the end of it; 
by this I concluded there was a neſt, and fo raking away 
the ſand, I found ninety eggs. Theſe I put up in my 
nets, and then ſought for water, without which my 
eggs were of no ſervice to me, About noon I came to 
N a great river, where, after I had allayed my thirſt, I 
1 ſought for wood to make a fire; but ſeeing a whigwam 
| 


on the other fide of the river, and inſtead of minding 
my fire, catched up my nets, and ſwam acroſs to it, and 
then had the mortification to find nobody near it. 
Looking about without fide the whigwam J ſaw an ar- 
5 row ſticking in the ſand at one end of it, and within X 
found a net hanging with two ripe plantains, which T 
made bold to eat. Theſe appr rent ſigns that ſome In- 
dians had lately been here, together with the whig- 
| Wam's being new, inſpired me with hope that the long- 
EY 7} ing defire I had had of coming amongſt men once more, 
| would ſhortly be gratifed. Then J looked about forthe 
tracks of their feet, which I followed till they led me 
to the ſide of àa wood, where I found another whigwam, 
and a fire, with an earthen crock full of plantains, and a 
wild hog boiling on it. Without ſo much as conlider- 
ing what I was about, I preſently took the N 
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the fire, and ate ſo eagerly, I thought I ſhould never 
be ſatisfied, Never had I met with ſuch delicious fare 
as this ſeemed then, not having taſted any thing tor 
above forty days, but cocoa-nuts and plantains ; nor 
durſt I for ſeveral reaſons venture to eat my fill of them, 
the firſt ill agreeing with my conſtitution, and the latter 
was obliged to be ſparing of, as I knew not when 1 
ſhould get more. | WITS, | 

Whew I had eaten thus plentifully of this welcome 
diet, I inſtantly fell into a found ſleep, without any 
fears of what J had done, and did not awake till near ſun- 
ſet, but” ſtill nobody came. Then I began to confider, 
that I was got to a remote and uninhabited part of the 
country, and that the Indians, who had wandered hither 
might be people of very different diſpoſitions from any 
I had met; and if they were not the canibals that 
I had hearcd much talk of, yet probably they were ſuch 
as had little notions of humanity, or at leaſt, might not 
once have heard there were ſuch men in being as Euro- 


peans; and that perhaps, they might have ſeen me be- 


fore I croſſed the river, and imagiving I had company, 
and was come to ſurpriſe them, had therefore fled in 
haſte, and left their proviſions behind them; and that 


If fo, it would be impoſſible for me cver to ſet eyes 


on them. Full of theſe and many other melancholy _ 
reflections, I went into the whigwam to ſee, what diſ- 
coveries I could make among the bundles of leaves I had 
ſeen there, and found a barbecued hog, ripe plantains, 
pepper, and ſeveral ſorts of berries, all very carefully 
wrapped up, to kcep them from water and vermin, 

Soon after I had gratified my curioſity this way, a 


dog came leaping and Jumping upon me with tokens of -- 7+ 


; gu joy; this put me in great hope that J ſhould ſhort- 
1y ſee his maſter, or thoſe he belonged to; therefore 1 
looked about me on all fides, and at laſt ſaw three In- 

dians coming down by the river fide. How, did my 
heart leap for joy at the fight of human kind once more, 
though I knew not what might be the conſequence of 
this interview. As ſoon as they ſaw me they made a 
full ſtop, as if in ſurpriſe, and then ſeemed to enter into 
debate, whether they ſhould come forward or turn back 
again. At laſt T tookcourage, and beckoned to them; 
upon which one of them, who was an old man, came up 
S oa | and 
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and ſhook'me by the hand. I aſked him of what Indians 
they were, and if he could ſpeak Spaniſh ? he faid, 
they were Indians of Burica, and that he could ſpeak a 
little Spaniſh; then he called to the other two, who 
were young men, bidding them come to him, which 
they did. After this he ſpread a ſkin on the ground, 
*defiring me in a civil and friendly manuer ro fit down. 
1 thought myſelf happy indeed, and had the courage 
to confeſs how free I had been with their victuals in 
their abſence. He anſwered, he was very glad I had 
done ſo; for he judged by my aſpect I had great need 
of it. Then he ordered the young men to make ſupper 
ready, which when they had done, urged me to -eat 
heartily again, and to drink freely of their liquor called 
Cheely, made of ſeveral ſorts of berries, and is ſo ſtrong 
it will intoxicate a man. „„ 4 
After ſupper, he began to enquire how I came into 
this part of the country, and of what nation I was, for 
he was certain I was no Spaniard ; upon which I frank- 
ly owned I was an Engliſhman. He ſaid, he had heard 
much of ſuch men, and had ſeen ſome of them when a 


Iittle bay, and he loved them better than the Spaniards ; 


for they, ſaid he, ſhaking his head, would kill me. 
This man, as I ſaid, was old and hoary-headed, and, 
through long experience, well acquainted with all parts 
of the country, - C 
Ino began to relate to him my ſtory ; and when 1 
came to that part of it, where the five Indians left me 
and never returned, he aſked, if they took their bows 
and arrows with them? I told him, no; for they were 
waſhed off the balſe, when we croſſed Golfo Dolce. 
Then he faid, they muſt undoubtedly have been igno- 
rant of thoſe parts; for otherwiſe, they would not have 
vente red up into the country with their marſheets only, 
adding, they were certainly devoured. Then I went 
on to tell him how I had lately paſſed the point, by 
ſwimming from rock to rock; at which he ſeemed ama- 
zed, ſaying, it was mere than any Indian had ever 
done; for they, he ſaid, always make a balſe to get 
round it, when there are a good many in company, 
one man not being able to manage that alone. This 
point he called Point Burica, and faid, that I muſt have 
travelled a great way along the ſea-coaſt, had I __ met 
. | | em, 
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them, before I could have come to any inhabitants, the 
_. reareſt being thoſe of Chiriqui; to which place an In- 
dian could not travel in leſs than twenty days, provided 
he kept to the ſea; but they knew a way to get thither 
in nine, becauſe they would cut off a great part, by 
eroſſing certain mountains, which they could do in 
three, and ſo come to the ſea again. And, as they 
were to go that way in a few days, he would take me 
with them, and lead me to the river of Chiriqui, where 
I ſhould be within five leagues of the town ; but there 
they muſt leave me, becauſe their people were engaged 
in a war againſt the people of Chiriqui. 8 
The better to enable me to travel with them, the old 
man made me bathe the wounds I had received among the 
rocks, with a juice he had ſqueezed from certain herbs; - 
aud after they had nurſed me up for two or three days, 
4 by the help of God, I grew much, better. The two 
young men were inclined to come into a great intimacy. 
with me, and wanted to kno if I could ſhoot with bo 
and arrow; but I made them underſtand, as well as I 
could, in my country they made uſe of guns only, and 
therefore I was entirely unſkilled in the management of 
bows and arrows. But to ſhew how dextrous they were 
at them, they would often ſhoot a ſmail bird flying, or 
8 on the ground at a great diſtance. I Bens en 
them ſtand, perhaps, an hundred yards from a bird on 
the ground, and mount their arrow directly up into the 
air, fo as to fall down exactly on the bird, and ſtick it 
to the earth. And as a farther inſtance of their inge- 
nuity this way, I have ſeen them ſtick an arrow into the 
ground, and ſtand a very great way from it, and ſhoot 
up into the air, as before, and the. arrow they ſhot 
would fall upon the other that was ſticking upright in 
the ground, and ſplititin two. Theſe Indians were come 
hither to dive for pearl, | ? 
After I bad reſted here four days, the Indians began 
to prepare for our intended jqurney, putting 3 | 
viſions they intended to, carry with them, and then ſet 
out. After we had gone about a league on the ſtrand, 
they tookinto the mountains; in travelling over which I 
feared their patience would have been left behind, they 
having the natural advantages of exceeding ſwiftneſs, 
and great abilities to _— beyond the common rate of 
5 1 e men. 
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men. I was at that time ſo much enfecbled, nay, even 
reduced to a ſtate of infant weakneſs, that, had they 
not fupported and helped me forward (contrary to my 
expectation as the caſe ſtood) I muſt , inevitably have 
periſhed : and often they would ſay, happy was it for 


me that I had met them; for here were no cocoa-nuts, 
or any other ſuſtenance to be found but by Indians only. 


Indeed I was fo cautious of-being burthenſome to them, 


and proving a dead load upon their hands, that I often 


; 


exerted myſelf beyond my ſtrength, 

In five days we paſſed the mountains, and then 
came to a river, where was the greateſt fall of water I 
ever ſaw : it fell from aprecipice ſeemingly ſix hundred 


feet high, and raged with ſuch violence, that wc had 


heard the noiſe of it two days before we came to it. We 
were obliged to go down this river, in order to get at, 
the ſea again, and we were forced to wade through it, 
becauſe it was rendered impaſſable for any veſlel by 


great trees lying acroſs it; ſome of which we crept un- 
der, and ſome we climbed over, but the current ran ſo. 
ſtrong, that not a man of us could ſtand on his legs long 

together. We began this journey through the river 


pretty early in the morning, and kbout ſun- ſet got to the 


ſea - ſide, where we made a fire, and ſtaid all night. 


Here the Indians dreſſed a fine fiſh as big as a large ſal- 


mon, which they wrapped up in leaves, and roaſted very 
nicely, and the next morning we ſet forward again eve- 


ry man with his net. The Indians always bang their 
nets on their heads, and carry their bows in one hand, 
and arrows in the other, to be ready to defend them- 
ſelves againſt any thing that may oppoſe them. Their 
bows are commonly about ſeven feet long, and made of 
a wood as black as jet, and as hard as iron, the firings 


being made of ſtrong filk graſs. Their arrows are about 


fix feet long, and made of the ſame wood as their bows; 


; Jome have porcupine quills de in the ende, and 
others are poiſoned, and bring immediate death to every 
creature they hit. | 


Me had now, as I thought, very good travelling, 
on a fine black ſparkling ſand as ſmooth as glaſs, but 
very bad for the eyes; for it caſt ſuch a refſection as 
almoſt blinded me, though we never travelled in the 


and 
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and by moonlight. We often met with points or rocks 
w hich we could not paſs till the ſea had left them, and 
ſometimes with rivers abounding with alligators, it being 
impoſſible for us tocroſs before we had made little balſes 
for that purpoſe. Thus we went on till we came to a 


river about a mile broad, which the Indians call the river 


of Queype. Now tvey told me (to ſpeak in their own 
 fimple manner) that there were people, whom they cal- 


led the Queype Indians, inhaviting up the river about 


twenty days journey from us, who, if they could catch- 
me, would eat me up, therefore we muſt take great 
care to avoid them. This river is very ſhallow, and 
my fellow-travellers told me they always forded it, that 
was what we endeavoured to do at this time, but the 
water ran ſo rapidly now, that we had not waded up to 
our middles, before we were every one taken off our. 
legs, and carried down a quarter. off a mile, before we 
could get back again to the ſhofe ; after which we were 
_ to wait three days more for an opportunity to 
Crot it, . - | ; | 


As far as we cold diſcern up the country, there was ' 


nothing to be ſeen but mountains, and here was no way 
to travel but along the ſea-coaſt, unleſs we would go 
up the river among the Queype Indians, which was 
not our intent ; therefore we kept along the ſea beach, 


till we came within a mile of the river of Chiriqui, 


where theſe people, whom I had been travelling with 
twelve days, had ſaid they muſt leave me, on account 
of the war, as mentioned before. 8 | ! 

They now warned me over and over again, that when 
I came to the town of Chiriqui, I. ſhould tell. no one 


who had conducted me thither, and aboye all, gave me 


ſtrict charge not to ſwim over the river Chiriqui, which 


they ſaid was a league broad, very deep and full of alli- 


gators, that would certainly devour me ; but adviſed me 
to wait till I could meet with a canoe or balſe; after 
which, they bade me farewel, and I returned them 


many thanks for the care and trouble 1 had had with 
t 


me, being very ſenſible, that they might have perfor- 


med this journey with much more eaſe and expedition 
had they not incumbered themſelves with me. Then I 


ſhook hands with all again and again, and fo parted 
with theſe my guides, whom God Almighty raiſed up 
9 | F 5 - — 
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in the greateſt affliction, and made the inſtruments to 
deliver me out of one of the moſt calamitous, circum- 
ſtances that ſurely the mind of man did ever fupport it- 


ſelf under. 3 


Soon after my friends were gone, I got to the river- 


fide, where, ſeeing no likelihood of meeting a veſſel, I 


began to make a little balſe to croſs it ; but I had not 

been lang thus employed before I heard the barking of 
T deſiſted from my work, and looking 

about me, ſaw eight Indians in a canoe. I called out 


to them inſtantly, and as they came towards me, I 


perceived they were Chriſtians, for they had great 


wooden croſſes hanging about their necks. I begged 


of them to come aſhore, and take me into their canoe, 
faying, I only deſired to be ſet down. on the other fide . 


the river; but they defired to be excuſed till they had 


diſcourſed me a little at ſome diſtance. | 
Then they demandcd to know of what country I was, 
and how I came there ?. I thought it moſt to my pur- 
poſe, at this time, to ſay I was a Spaniard, which I 
found pleaſed them very well; and afterwards, when 
they heard how long I bad been alone, and what hard- 
4 I had gone thro', they ſeemed to commiſerate my 
caſe, and immediately put to ſhore, and took me into their 


| canoe, faying, they would ſet me ſafe on the other fide, 
and then I muſt keep cloſe to the river, till I came to a 
path, that would lead me directly to the Governor's 


houſe, Theſe Indians were inhabitants of the town of 
Chiriqui, and were waiting on the river to catch turtle; 
for here are great numbers of them, and the largeſt that 
are any where to be ſeen, ſome of them weighing ſix or 
ſeven Wade weight. The canoe that conveyed me 
acroſs the river, was made of the bark of a tree, being 
about thirty feet long and only tree feet broad, and ſharp 


at each end. The Indians always ftand upright in their 
_ canoes, and paddle them along with great ſwiſtneſs ; 


and when they croſs the land from river to river, as they 
frequently do, it is the women's office (if there be any | 


among them) to carry the canoe. -I have ſeen a woman 


carry one on her head with two children in it, beſides a 


D *,good deal of luggage. 


Being landed on the other fide of the river, I took 
the path as directed by the Indians that led me to a fine 
27 oe 6 | „ 
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ſome hundreds of hogs feeding upon them, as they fell 


off the trees. Towards evening I came within fight of 
hoe, that T once little expected would ever be my. 
d ſee. This proved to be the Governor's, that ſtands » 
about half a mile from the town of Chiriqui. When I 
ame up to it, finding ſeveral Indians there whom I. 
4 ſuppoſed to belong to the houſe, I defired them to in- 
. troduce me to his Excellency; but they anſwered not a 


word, for they ſeemed as much ſürpriſed as if they had 


ſeen ſome ſpectre newly riſen from the tombs. As 1 


ſtood importuning them to give me admittance into 
the houſe, the Governor himſelf, who I ſuppoſe had 


heard my requeſt, looked out of a window, and beck- - 
oned me to come up to him; which, when the Indians 


obſerved, they ſuffered me to go in, and I readily obey« 
ed the ſummons, Being. led into the room where his: 


Excellency ſat, he preſently ordered me to give him an 
account how I came thither; upon this I rehearſed to 
him the moſt remarkable occurrences of theſe my unfor- - 
'tunate travels. After this he ſaid, Hoy is it poſlible 


that a lonely man, a ſtranger to the country, and one 


4 deſtitute of all ſuccour and defence, ſhould travel ſo. 
« great a track of land as is between here and Golfo 
„Dolce only, exclufive of all the reſt, when no Indian 


« will venture alone that way, no, not- five leagues 


* from this town, for fear of tygers, that ſometimes 
will take people even out of their, houſes, and. de vour 


„them.“ 


I told him that what I had gone through was not by 
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open ecuntry; where was great plenty of cattle, Indian + 
corn, and fruit of ſeveral forts, particularly the fineſt * | 
uayavas I ever ſaw, being as big as large codlings, - 
ome of which were yellow and- ſome red within fide. - 


B The Indians count them the moſt wholeſome fruit in the 
world; and here was ſuch abundagze, I have ſeen 


choice, but through abſolute neeeſſity, and that I hoped: 


the endeavours I had uſed to preſerve my life were not 


blameable; that were I inclined, I well knew it was not 


in my power to impoſe idle falſchoods upon the world, 
when I was ſenſible I might be detected with great eaſe. 
He anſwered, that indeed he had no reaſon to ſuſpect the 

"the ſtory I told ſeemed 


veracity of what I ſaid, though 


courſls - 


to him very ſurpriſing; but that through the whole 
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courſe of his life, he had never beheld a more piteous 


object of compaſſion than myſelf. Then he gave orders 


for my refreſhment in an handſome manner, and 
appointed me an apartment in his own houſe to lodge 
in. The next morning he ſhewed me a gun he had 


bought of an Engliſh gentleman: at Panama for one 
hundred pieces of eight, which might coſt in England 
about thirty ſhillings. This, he ſaid, he ſhould be very 


glad to have exerciſed, and if I could inſtruct him how 
to make uſe of it, he would reward me well for ſo doing, 
for he was entirely ignorant in the management of guns. 
\. TI was not a little rejoiced, that he had propoſed 
ſomething whereby I might oblige him: wherefore I 


anſwered, that I ſhould be | gry to receive any com- 


mands he would be pleaſed to lay on me. Then he 
defired, that I would accompany him with the piece, to 
take ſome diverſion in the grounds about his houſe, 
which werg well ſtored with variety of cattle, ſuch as. 
horſes,. cows, hogs, beſides great numbers of deer, and 
where the moſt indifferent ſportſman could not miſs of 
game. I went with him according to his defire, and 
when I had ſhot a couple of deer, and a few ſmall 


birds, we gave over the ſport, and the Governor re- 


turned home, with great ſatisfaftion; and afterwards 
made me this offer, that if I would continue with him,, 


47 nothing ſhould be wanting to make my life eaſy and 
comfortable. Aſter returning him thanks for bis kind 


offer, I told him, that nothing but the ſtrong deſire Z 


had of ſeeing my friends and native country, had 


prompted me to ſtruggle: with all the hardſhips I had met 
with; and that fince it had pleaſed God to bring me. 


thus far on my way to the Engliſh factory, I humbly 
hoped he would enable me to perform the reſt of the 


journey. He replied, that ſince he knew my inclina- 
tions were ſo much to go to the Engliſh factory, ſo far 
ſbould he be from detaining me, that he would have me 


conducted by the firſt opportunity to Panama, which is. 
one hundred and fifty leagues from Chiriqui. And 
ſaid, that in the mean time, I ſhould have the beſt aſ- 
fiſtance he could give. This gentleman was a native 
of New Spain, and one\of thoſe people called Maſties. 
His hoſpitality and cou 


feous demeanor towards me 1 
have already ſignified; and I muſt alſo not forget * 
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of his wife, who was equally kind and obliging to me 


during my ſtay at their houſe. I wore my bark habit, 


but it was much decayed at this time, and would hardly 


cover me, though I had ſpared it as much as poſſil le 


When I was not ſeen. | 
It was a great amuſement to me to go to the town of 


Chiriqui, which I often did. This town is the hand- 


ſomeſt and moſt compact of any I had ſeen in the coun- 
try, the houſes being very large and high, built of 
 bamboe-cane, and thatched with graſs. The firſt ſto- 
ries are raiſed four feet from the ground, and under 
every houſe are kept abundance of hogs to fatten ; and 
here I muſt ſay are the largeſt hogs I ever ſaw, moſt of 
them weighing five hundred weight a-piece. They are 
killed chiefly for their fat, which after they are boiled 
is drawn off, and put up inte jars that hold about ten 
gallons each, and ſent to Panama, where it is uſed in- 
ſtead of oil or butter, and ſold for twenty pieces of eight 
A | . „ 
15 The inhabitants of Chiriqui are all Indians, but far 
exceeding any other Indians on this continent, as well 
for the gracefulneſs of their perſons, as politeneſs of 
manners. They are tall and well ſhaped, of tolerable 


coinplexions, have a becoming addreſs, and no difagree- 


able' features. The women have long hair hanging 


down very low, and neatly braided with ribbons, and 
adorned with a variety of fine ſtones. Their apparel is 
clean and flight, being only a holland ſhift and petti- 

coat, which is very full, and finely wrought with the 
purple thread that they die themſelves. The men wear 
drawers, and paint their bodies, and ſometimes one fide + 
of their faces red. They are generally very exact and 
nice in their houſes, and manner of eating; nor will 
they drink after each other in the ſame cup or calabalh,: 

or uſe one twice themſelves without waſhing, practiſing 
many other ceremonies with a more refined air, than- 


could be expected from the natives on this ſide of: the- 
globe. How was I ſurpriſed, that a people of ſuch de- 


corum, and withal both quiet and cleanly in their na- 
ture, could endure the noiſe and ſtench of ſuck a 


number of hogs, feeding under the rooms where they 
 Nept, . having nothing between them but an open-work- 
ed floor laid with bamboe-cane, But they told me, they 
„ 6 „ were 
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## were obliged to take this method to fright the muſkitoes 
= from their houſes, who cannot endure the noiſe nor 
ſiteam of hogs, by which means they were freed from 
_ that troubleſome inſect. . ; | 
118 During my reſidence at the Governor's houſe, and at 
It a time when I. lay dangerouſly ill of a fever, came a 
Il company of roving Indians into the town and plundered 
it of much riches. The inhabitants being few in num- 
Il ber, and N to receive an enemy, were under 
the neceſſity of ſubmitting to whatever was impoſed on 
F1--- them; andafterthey had ravagedthe town as they thought 
. fir, they committed one of the moſt outrageous eruel - 
WW. ties that could poſſibly enter into the heart of man. 
6 There was but one clergyman in the town, who was a 
Spaniard, and of the — a6 of St. Francis; him they 
= ſeized on, and put to death in the following inhuman 
i manner: they firſt ſcalped his head, and then tore off 
the ſkin, leaving the ſkull bare; then they fixed the 
ſkin on a ſpear, anddanced round it a conſiderable time; 
_ _ after this they reared up a long pole, one end of which 
they faſtened in the ground, and on the other they ſtuck 
: his body while he was yet alive, and then made their 
barbarous mirth of his exquiſite tortures, ſeoffing at, 
and deriding his function; and ſaying, that this was 
but a ſmall revenge for the torrent of Indian blood here - 
tofore ſpilled by the Spaniards. After they had glutted 
their eyes with this lamentable ſpectacle, they lighted 
up a great fire round him, and kept dancing about it 
till the body was conſumed to aſhes. - With the deplo- 
rable cataſtrophe of this unhappy gentleman their fury 
_ ceaſed, and they attempted to put no other perſon to + 
death; but bad they met more Spaniards in 
the town, they would have ſerved them all in the ſame 
manner. After this, the enemy, being in number be- 
tween two and three hundred (men and women) came 
to the Governor's houſe, which was no better prepared 
to receive them than the reſt of the people; and when 
they had ranſacked the greateſt part of it, and taken out 
ſuch things as they liked beſt, they at laſt came into the 
room where I lay fick, and the firſt queſtion they aſked me 
was, what countryman I was ? I quickly anſwered an 
Engliſhman, taken by Spaniſh pirates, and cruelly uſed” 
Dy them, and was now waiting for an opportunity to 
e "oj : BE ; : get 


* 


— * . * — 4 — - _ " 2 4. mn 9 - Fe _— OO 
2 e N ow abs: ” * Aus ” — 5 — 
* — 
3 — M — cafes ed. — 
c * 
2 \ wy 
1 


ENOLISHM EW. 10 
get home to my own country. They affured me they 
would du me no injury; but, on the contrary, if 1 


would put myſelf under their protection, and go along 
with them, they would do all the ſervice in their power, 


and would alſo furniſh me with all manner of things 
neceſſary towards forwarding my intentions of getting 


home, which I might do with greater eaſe andexpedition- 


by their means, than by any other way I capld propoſe: 
for they were Indians that inhabited on thE North Sea, 
where veſſels frequently arrived from Jamaica to trade 
with them; ſo they had knowledge of the Engliſn, and lo- 


ved them very well, though they abhorred the Spaniards; 


and as they had never yet been conquered by them, 


they were determined utterly to defy them, and all their 


adherents. They uſed many arguments to entice me 
to go with them, ſaying it was but fifteen days journey 
from thence to the place where they inhabited. I excu- 
ſed myſelf to them on account of my preſent weakneſs : 
and alledged, were I in health, they would find me quite 
unfit to travel with them, the Engliſh not being com- 
parable to the Indians in activity of body; but however 
this was not altogether the caſe ; for I muſt have been 
more diſtempered in mind than body, had I affociated 


with a band of robbers and murderers, who could be 


guilty of ſo execrable a deed as had been committed by 


them but a few hours before. However they were con- 


tented with my apology, and marched off with their 
_ plunder, without the leaſt oppoſition. 3 
Theſe people are called by the Spaniards, Sancoo- 
das, or Muſkitoe-Indians, on account of their diminu- 
tive ſtature ; for they are really the ſmalleſt {ized people 
I ever ſaw, ſome not exceeding four feet odd inches 


high; but many are much ſhorter, and yet every way 


well proportioned. They go naked from head to foot, 


both men and women. Their ſkin is of a dark brown, 


being marked all over, from the ſhoulders to their heels 


in waves, with a ſort of blue ink that never waſhes off. 
They have long black hair hanging almoſt down to the 
ground, and every man has a hole through his noſe and 


chin; that in the noſe has a porcupine quill ſticking in 


it, and in the other they place the tooth of ſome wild 
beaſt. The women have holes in their cheeks, where- 


in they ſtick bunches of various coloured feathers to a- 
dorn themſelves; and when they have a ſtring or two 
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of tyger's teeth hanging at their ears, they are complete- 
Iy drefſed. Theſe people talked with me in Engliſh, 


and ſome of them could ſpeak a little Spaniſh and 
French. They are all heathens, and as conſtant a 
plague to the Spaniards as the Indios Bravos. wy 
When the Governor of Chiriquti-had a little recover- 
ed from his conſternation, he'reſolved to ſend notice of 
what had happened to the Governor of Panama, and to 


require to have ſome forces ſent him, in caſe the town 


ſhould be again ſurpriſed. He propoſed to me if I was 
able and willing to go with the Indians he ſhould fend 
on this errand, he would charge them not to leave me 
till I came near Panama, and he would order as much 


8 


proviſions as would ſerve me to Pueblo Nuevo; and 


when T had paſſed the mountaihs, that lie betwen that 
town and Nata, then he ſaid I ſhould come among in- 
habitants every night, who were a kind people, and 


would aſſiſt me in any thing I ſhould want. I gladly 


embraced this offer, and returned him thanks for having 
me ſo much in his thoughts, reſolving not to let ſo fair 
an opportunity ſlip, though T was not yet recovered 
from my illneſs. - The Indians being ready to depart 
the next morning, I ſet out with them, having firſt ta- 
ken leave of this worthy gentleman, who, though 
came to him forlorn, and without any other credential 


than that of my neceſſities, had treated me in his houſe, 
more like a friend than a ſtranger. | 


In five days after our departure from Chiriqui, we: 


arrived at Peublo Neuvo, when I could not help re- 


flecting on the many miſeries and misfortunes I had un- 
dergone, ſince my ſetting out from Alberoy in the firſt 
canoe, in company with the piragua from which we were 
ſeparated by a ſtorm, as J have already related, this being: 
the place we were then bound to. The piragua arrived 
here ſafely with all the paſſengers, and ſet out for Pana- 
ma ſome months before my coming to this town. After 
T had applied to the Indian Alcald for relief, which he 


' willingly afforded me for the time we ſtaid here, and that 
was but ſhort, I gave him an account of the late misfor- 


tunes at Chiriqui, ſetting forth in what manner that 


\ 


town had been ſurprized and plundered, and by whom. 
This ngws ſtruck both the Alcald and the people with“ 
great fear, leſt the Mukkitoe Indians ſhould come 1 


- 
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them, and ſerve them in the ſame manner, ſaying, 
They we leſs able to ſuſtain ſuch loſſes, than the 
© people of Chiriqui, inaſmuch as they had a greater 
«& tribute impoſed upon them, and were liable to many 
© other inconveniences, which -thoſe people are caſed 
of.“ Every fingle man in this town is obliged to pay 
the king of Spain ſix pieces of eight yearly, and every 
married man twelve, or in caſe of non-payment, to be 

ſent to the mines without redemption. .'This heavy im- 
poſition, with what they are bound to allow the clergy, 
they account an inſupportable grievance; and, were 
they not very induſtrious, as well as ingenious, they 
could not perform ſuch bard taſks. Theſe people make 
a ſort of fine mats and hammocks of cane, and likewiſe 

curious baſkets of the ſame; all which they paint very 
beautifully, and carry to Panama, where they ſell them 

at a low rate to diſcharge their tribute. NW 
Having ſtaid here one night, the next morning we 

| ſet out 2 a town called Nata, between which and 
Pueblo Neuvo, are mountains we were obliged to paſs 
over; but, as I had not yet recovered ſtrength fince my 
late ſickneſs at Chiriqui, this proved a very fatiguing 
and tireſome journeyto me, it being withthe utmoſt dif- 
ficulty I could keep up with the Indians, who, on the 
other hand, thought me very flow, and had ſcarcely pa- 

- tience to keep travelling my pace, which was much faſter 
than ſuited me at that time: however, I made ſhift to keep 
up with them three days, till we had paſſed the moun- 
tains, and then I told them, I would not be troubleſome 
to them any longer; and as they were going upon buſineſs 
of conſequence, I deſired they would make the beſt of 

' their way, and leave me to follow them at my leiſure, 

This T knew was a very agreeable propoſal, and would 
be readily accepted; accordingly they took me at my 
word, and poſted away as faſt as they could. | 
Soon after the Indians left me, I came to a river, 
which I found I ſhould not be able to crofs for the rap- 
pidneſs of the ſtream ; but ſeeing fome Indians on the 
other fide, I hollowed out to them, upon this they made 
ſigns to me not to venture into the river, and immedi- 
- ately ſent a boy with two. mules to fetch me over, one 

' he rode himſelf, and the other I made uſe of; and 

though the water was not above the knees of the mules; 
4. 5555 i BY, yet 
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"= it was as much as they could do to keep on-their- 
legs. : ; | | < 
Upon my arrival on the other fide, the men who had 
done me this courteſy, made me a preſent of ſome fine 
fruit, that both in look and taſte is very much like a mul-- 
.berry, but in ſize far exceeding, for it is as large as a 
.melon. They call it the king of truit, not only for its 
excellent taſte and large ſize, but alſo, if I may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion, on account of its high birth, and: 
exalted ſtation in the world, for it grows on the tops of 
very tall trees, I believe, above two hundred feet high, 
their bodies ſtrait, and ſmooth as glaſs. -I underſtood 
I had three days journey to Nata, and that I ſhould” 
come every night to a houſe where might have ſhelter, . 
Which I accordingly did; and in the day-time, when 1 
met any Indians, chey never failed to give me of ſuch 
as they had, ſo that my nakedneſs was now the £reateſt. 
grievance to me; for at this time my bark-jacket could _ 
cover but a ſmall part of me. The Indians, every 
| where among whom I came, knew by this bark-jacket 
that I muſt have been among the Indians at War, be- 
Ji cauſe no other people in this country wear ſuch ſorts of 
i} . Cloathing; and they were all ſurprized, that the people 
they ſo much dread to fall in the hands of, ſhould diſmiſs- 
me with ſuch a gift. This part of the country is level, 
very pleaſant and fruitful, being well watered. , 
WE . At the end of three days I arrived at Nata, where I 
ſſaid one night, and found the inhabitants, who are In- 
dians, as much inclined to favour and aſſiſt me, as any 
| other people I had hitherto met; but the next town 1 
came to, which was New Panama, inhabited by Spa- 
| niards only, I met with very different uſage. _ There 1 
could get no relief, but was upbraided for my country 
| and religion, accuſed of being no Chriſtian, but a Hea- 
N then come to ſpie out the country; the people elamour- 
ing about, cried out, that in a little time they ſnould 
„ have the Engliſh come upon them, and cut their 
« throats; but that they doubted not when we came to 
% Old Panama, the Governor would ſecure me, and 
«6 ſend me to the mines.“ Finding theſe people poſſeſſ - 
ed of ſuch notions, and that they had therefore an im- 
placable hatred to the Engliſh, I did not think fit to re- 
main in the town that night, though it was 3 : 
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when I entered it, but got away as faſt as I could, and 


went on till I came to a ſtream of water, by which L 

m ade a fire, and ſtaid all night. 1 e 3 
From this time forward till my arrival at Old Pana- 
ma, I met only Spaniſh inhabitants, of the ſame diſpo- 


ſitions, returning the ſame anſwers, when I craved 
their aſſiſtance, as the people of New Panama; ſo that 


from Nata to Old Panama, I had nothing to ſupport me 


but water; for which reaſon I was ſo weakened, that 1 


could ſcarcely crawl. Before I entered that town I-met 
ſome Indians, who, upon hearing ſomething of my ſto- 
ry, fold me, if I did not apply to the Governor before 
I addrefſed the Engliſh factory, it would be reſented, 
and might turn very much to my prejudice ; therefore 
they adviſed me, above all things, to throw myſelf at 


his Excellency's feet, which if Lomitted, they aſſured. 


me, would be reckoned a capital crime. This advice L 
reſolved to put in practice, and coming into the town 1 


met a negroe man, who, on my enquiring for the Go- 


vernor's houſe, led me directly to it, where I found his 
Excellency's coach waiting at the door to receive him. 
I ſtaid till he came out, and before he entered the coach, 
he ſtopped to give me an opportunity to make my ſup- 
plication. After making my reverence to his Excellen- 


* 
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cy in an humble manner, I informed him of my coun- 


and condition. He ſaid, he was then going to the 
Engliſh factory to take leave of the Preſident, Mr. Iohn- 
fon, who was juſt on his return to England, and I 
might follow him thither, where he would here my caſe 
in full. I ſaid, I ſhould gladly obey his commands, 
and accordingly made what haſte I could after him. 
Being come to the factory, I defired to have ad- 


mittance to the Preſident; and after I had waited ſome. _ 


— 


2 


time for an anſwer, an Engliſh gentleman was ſent from 


the board to examine me: who, when I had told him 
my caſe, ſaid, that there had been four Engliſhmen here 
ſome time fince whom he believed were ſome of m 

company; their names he ſaid were John Hollan 

John Ballmain, Thomas Rounce, and Richard Bani- 
{ter ; and that at their firſt coming hither the Gover- 
nor committed them to priſon ; but they were quickly, 
demanded by the Preſident, who had ſent them to Por- 
to-bello, in order to embark for England, I told 7 
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theſe were my fellow-travellers, and alſo gave an ac- 
count how I came to be ſeparated from them. After 
this, he returned to the board, and informed the gen- 
tlemen what he had learned from me Then I was ſent 


for up ſtairs, where were ſitting the late Preſident, Mr. 


Johnſon, who was now on leaving his employment. 
The new Preſident, Mr. Tinker, who was come to of- 
ficiate in his room, and alſo the Governor of Panama, 
before whom I gave a faithful account of my unfortu- 
nate travels. But when they had heard how long T 


had been alone, and what I had undergone in general, 
they all agreed they had never heard ſo moving a ſtory, 


that was real matter of fact, nor had ever ſeen. ſo pi- 


tiful an object; ſaying, nothing was more vifible than 


that T had been almoſt ſtarved to death. Then Mr. 
Johnſon propoſed, if I was able to travel on a mule, 


| he would take me with him to Porto-Bello, where one 
of the South-Sea Company's ſnows, called the Princeſs 


of Aſturias, Captain Blackburn, maſter, waited to 
carry him to Jamaica, from whence he ſhould fail di- 
rectly for England. I made anſwer, that fince he was 


ſo good as to admit me to travel with him I would 


gladly accept the offer, if it were at the hazard of dy- 
ing on the road. But Mr. Tinker, believing I was not 
capable to perform the journey at this time, out of 
compaſſion, adviſed I ſhould ſtay with ham : that pro- 
per care ſhould be taken of me till I ſhould recover my 
ſtrength, and'till ſuch time as he could conveniently 


ſend me to England. I returned this gentleman my 


humble thanks for his charitable and tender diſpoſition 


towards me; but ſaid, if I might be allowed my choice, 


I would gladly go with Mr. Johnſon. Upon this, Mr. 
Johnſon ordered a mule ſhould be got ready for me, 
and the Governor of Panama gave me two pieces of” 
eight, wiſhing me better ſucceſs in the world than J 
had hitherto met with. Then Mr. Turner, who is 
butler to the factory, was called up, and ordered to 
take care of me, and he diſcharged himſelf to me in a 
friendly and civil manner. The firſt thing he offered 
me was a large cup of wine, which I no ſooner taſted 
than it overpowered me; however, I drank of it but 
very 8 for this was the firſt wine or ſpirituous 


liquor I had taſted ſince we leſt our ſli p. 
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The gentlemen of our Engliſh factories abroad, very 
much contribute towards eſtabliſhing our nation's happy 
character, as well as to give a true ſenſe of its gran- 
deur throughout the ſeveral kingdoms and countries 
where they are placed, as well on account of their great 
charities and hoſpitalities, as for their magnificent ap- 
pearance and courteous demeanor. And J hope it may 
not be amiſs to ſay, that in ſplendor and popular vir- 
_ they come near to, if not equal moſt of our no- 
A 8 1 8 1 
While I was here, I took a view of the city of Pana- 
ma, which is pleaſantly ſituated on a high hill, cloſe 
by the ſea, being of great extent, having ſeveral well- 
built churches and convents in it. The houſes are 
large and handſomely built of wood; the inhabitants 
numerous, and moſt of them very rich. They dreſs 
exceeding fine, the ladies wearing nothing but the moſt 
coſtly things that can be brought from England, ha- 
ving their hair curiouſly dreſſed and adorned with dia- 
monds, and other precious ſtones. This town abounds 
with money, but all things are exceſſively dear; the 
leaſt coin that paſſes, here being half a real of plate, 
that 1s three- pence half- penny Englih money. Here 
all the plate-fleets arrive from Peru and Lima, with im- 
menſe treaſure, and from hence they are carried by 
- mules over the mountains to Porto-Bello, in order to 
be conveyed to Spain. | „ 


Ihad been at Panama three days when Mr. John- 
| ſon ordered me to prepare for the journey, which was 
very agreeable to me, having nothing to carry but my 
nets, and what they contained, and what that was 1 
have already given an account of: ſo the ſame day about 
noon, we ſet out of the town, Mr. Johnſon being ac- 
- Companied by great numbers of Engliſh and Spaniſh 
gentlemen, all mounted on fine horſes with rich trap- 
pings, and attended by their negroes in fine liveries, all 
together making up a great train, and a pompous ſhew, 
When theſe gentlemen had accompanied us for about 
two leagues out of, the town, they took leave of Mr. 
Johnſon with the uſual ceremonies, and returned back. 
Then we rode on till four o'clock next morning, before 
we could reach ahouſe, but were well guarded, in caſe 
of being attacked by the Indians at war, or wild 3 
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Me had two pare mules, which carried proviſions only, 
here being ſcarcely any to be had on this road, with fix 
negroes well armed, four of which were our guides, to 
lead us over the mountains, and acroſs rivers. Theſe eve- 
ry night bore great wax tapers in their hands lighted: 
to terrify the beaſts, beſides their arms. The other two 
and myſelf were, furniſhed with piſtols, and each of us 
with a blunderbuſs, ſo that we had not much cauſe to 
fear any thing that ſhould oppoſe us. The next day 
we came to the great river of Chagre, where we alight- 
ed from our mules, and went to dinner under ſome trees, 
and having reſted here two hours, we put up our things 
and crofled the river; after which we came into a ef 
where we travelled about three hours, before our guides 
told us they had miſtaken the way; but in going back. 
again we met a company of Indians, who ſet us right. 
Before we came up to theſe people, we had ſtrangely | 
alarmed ourſelves, ſuppoſing them to be a body of In- 
dios Bravos, or Indians at war, but we were miſtaken. 
After this, we aſcended a very ſteep mountain, where 
it was impoſhble to keep upon the mules, without 
clinging round their necks; ſome part of this road is 
not above two feet broad, having precipices on each fide 
four or five hundred feet deep; ſo that, by the leaſt flip 
of a mule's foot, both itſelf aud the rider muſt be daſhed 
to pieces. By ſun-ſet we got to a houſe or inn, where 
_ travellers and mules are entertained, there being ſeveral, 
ſuch houſes on this road; and the next morning by day- 
break we ſet out, and came down to the river of Cha- 
gre again, through which we rode a conſiderable way 
over ſeveral great rocks, though ſometimes the water 
came over the mules backs. From hence we aſcended 
over other mountains, and after we had paſſed them we 
came to the river again. Some of theſe mountains 
have roads up them about the breadth of three feet, pa- 
ved with broad ſtones; and this was a taſk (and ſurely. 
a moſt laborious one it was) which the Spaniards im- 
poſed on the poor Indians, and which, for the grievouſ- 
neſs of it may be compared to what the Hebrews ſuffered 
in their Egyptian, bondage. Being now on a clear ſpot 
of ground, we refteſhed-ourſelves and mules again, and 
in the evening came to another of theſe houſes of enter- - 
tainment, which are placed on this road ten leagues diſ- 
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tant from cach other, that being thought a competent 


jsurney for a mule to travel in one day; and indeed it 


is more than the mules can well perform; for they never 
come this way loaden with plate, but ſeveral of them 
periſh on the road, this being the moſt tireſome and 
dangerous road I had hitherto met with in the country, 


the mountains of Nicaragua excepted, which admit of 


— 


no compariſon. 


Having thus travelled at the rate of ten leagues a day, 


we arrived at Porto-Bcllo, on the fourth day after we had 


ſet our from Panama, and went directly to the Engliſh _ 


faQory there, and received orders from Mr. Johnſon to 
go aboard the Princeſsof Aſturias, that arrived here from 
Jamaica, with a cargoe of negroes for the Engliſh fac- 
tory. From hence they are ſent to Panama, being there 
ſold to the Spaniards for two or three hundred pieces of 
eight a head. Moſt of theſe miſerable men are ſent by 
the Spaniards, who purchaſe them, to the mines, from 
whence they never return. As ſoon as I got on board 


the ſhip, I had the pleaſure to behold my fellow. travel 


lers, Rounce, Baniſter, Ballmain, #hd Holland, from 


whom I had long been parted. After we had congratu- 


lated each other on this happy meeting, they proteſted, 
they were ſtrangely ſhocked when they firſt ſaw me, as 
well for the alteration they perceived in my looks, as that 


they had been informed for certain at Panama, by the. 


Spaniſh gentleman Quintus Cataline, who arrived there 


in the piragua, that I and Robert Barnwell, with the 
Indians who were with us, were all loſtin the Gulph of 


Salines in a great ſtorm; and: taking this as a matter of 
fact, they had ſo reported it to the factory; and that, as 
they were thus prepoſſeſſed, they could think no other- 


wiſe than that ſome phantom had aſſumed my ſhape, and 


was come to deceive them. After this, I gave them an 


account of what had befallen me ſince our parting, and 


then they began to inform me how hardly the Spaniards 
had dealt with them after they left Nicoya. But their 
account I ſhall inſert by itſelf, as related by Mr. Rounce, 


and ſhall only ſay a few words concerning Porto-Bello, 


and ſo conclude, _ . a ba WI ens wh 

'orto-Bello is a ſtrong place, has ſeveral-caſtles and 
fortifications, and a fine harbour for ſhips, but every 
thing there is exceeding dear, as well as on 
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On the third day of our being here, Mr. Johnſon came 
on board, when we weighed anchor, and ſet fail for 
Jamaica, where we arrived the latter end of January; 
A and the Lyon man of war being ready to carry him to 
| England, he went on board her, and at the ſame time 
| we were diſcharged from the Princeſs of Aſturias. The 
[= firſt of us who got a paſſage to England was Richard 
Baniſter ; as for John 1 and John Holland, they 
were deſirous to ſtay at Nona, to make a further trial 
of their fortune. Mr. ounce and I alſo itaid on that 
= iſland about a month, and then embarked on board a ſhip. 
SY called the Mereury, Prichard, maſter, bound to Brif- _ 
tol, where we arrived in eight weeks, in the month of 
May, 1732. Mr. Hutchins, one of the gentlemen of 
ö _ factory at Panama, being a paſſenger in the ſame 
| IP. * N . 17 4 Kelp 
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A ſhort Account of what befel Mr. Rounxcs, 
and the other Three in Company with him, 

_ after their Departure from Nicov a, to their 
Arrival at PoRTO-BELLo, and of the Uſage 
bey met with, as related by Mr. Roux ck. 


\ 


Eh Mr. RouNcx began his Story in the following 


Mme: ; 


'FT*HE Alcald of Nicova, having provided us a bark 
L bound for Panama, Richard Baniſter, John Ball- 
main, John Holland and myſelf were ordered on board, 
and we were fix weeks in our paſſage thither. The maſ- 
ter of the bark, who was a Spaniard, uſed us but very 
churliſhly all the time; for as we were ſick and not able 
| to work, he would therefore ſcarcely allow us either 
- victuals or drink; the moſt we could get of him being 
now and then a bit of jerked beef, and half a pint of 
water a man every twenty-four hours; and apc. re 
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le life we led till our arrival at Panama, when he im- 
mediately delivered us up to the garriſon; and being 
taken to the guard -· room, we wrote a letter to the gen- 
. Uemen of the Engliſh factory, who immediately ſent 
Mr. Turner, their butler, and another gentleman to us 
with plenty of proviſions. When the'e returned, and 
made our caſe known to the Prefident, Mr. Johnſon, he 
again ſent to let us know, that we ſhould go with the 
firſt mules that Went to the town of Chagre, and that he 
believed the mules would ſet out for that town in three 
days, and that there we ſhould meet with a floop that 
would take us to Porto-Bello, where we might embark 
for England. Accordingly, on the third day, the 
mules ſet out, and we with them, and in three days af - 
ter, we came to the river of Chagre; but when we en- 
tered the town, we were ſeized on and ſent to priſon, 
where we lay eleven days, and had no allowance but 
fire and water; however we did not want for ſubſiſtence, 
becauſe the factory had furniſhed us with proviſions, 
apprehending, as we ſuppoſed, what uſage we ſhould 
meet with. During the time of our impriſoment, one 
Captain Thomas, an Englifh gentleman, who is in the 
king of Spain's ſervice, came frequently to viſit us, and 
did us many friendly offices, telling us we were to go in 
the firſt ſloop that ſailed for Porto-Bello. Accordingly, 
on the twelfth day after our confinement, . we were ad- 
"mitted on board a ſloop; and being arrived at Porto- 
Bello, we were delivered up to the garriſon there, and 
immediately thruſt into a dungeon far worſe than our 
condemned hole in Newgate, where we remained one 
night, and the next morning were taken out, and ſet in 
the ſtocks for one hour. Afterwards, they carried us 
among a company of negroes, and other ſlaves, who 
were all fettered and chained as criminals, with whom 
we were commanded to work at the iron-caſtle, ſo called 
on account of 1ts great ſtrength ; but becauſe we were 
not able to perform ſuch hard labour, as the carrying of 
great ſtones to the fortifications, the overſeer of the bu- 
ſineſs was pleaſed to beat us ſo cruelly one day, that at 
laſt he broke a great halbert over my left-arm ; never- 
theleſs, we were forced to work hard all the day, and 
Indeed my fellow-travellers were obliged to do ſo every 
day after, during the whole month we ſtaid here; but 
„„ | „ | being 


- 


— 


* 


— — — — —— — 
* 5 | F 
c a” — 

- of 4 * i 


120 THE UNFORTUNATE, &ec. - 
being diſabled by this ill uſage, and falling fick upon it, 
the captain of of the caſtle took compaſſion on me, and 
| excuſed me from my labour, and moreover, ſent for - 
the man, who had exerciſed this barbarity on us, and 
| ſeverely reprimanded him, ſaying, we were white men 
and Chriſtans, and were not to be uſed as criminals, or 
ilaves. After this he had the good nature to come and ſee 
me bathed with rum four times every day. But here we 
had no allowance, beſides what we received from the 
Englifh factory, who ſupplied us with all things neceſſa- 
ry, but could not procure our liberty. Richard Baniſter 
wrote our complaint to the factory at Panama, and re- 
ceĩved for anſwer that as ſoon as their ſnows arrived here, 
to take uptheir lading for Jamaica, we ſhould be releaſed 
from our thraldom, and be received on board one of 
them ; and that in the mean time, they could help us no 
otherwiſe than by taking order, that we ſhould have com- 
fortable ſupport, and ſo recommended us to patience. 
At the end of four weeks after we received this anſwer, 
the ſnovrs arrived, and then we were demanded as ſubjects 
Pf England, and ſtraightway releaſed, and ſent on board. 


